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** Hardly do we guess aright at things that are upon earth, and with lal 
we find the things that are before ns ; but the things that are in Heave: 
hath searched out ? And Thy counsel who hath known except Thou give \ 
and send Thy Holt Spirit from above?" — Wisdom iz. 16, 17. 
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CHAPTER I. 

1 The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God ; 

As Man, our Lord bore, and still bears, the Name of Jesus 
Christ ; He is Jesus the Satioue, for " He shall save His people 
from their sins ;'* He is Christ, the Anointed One, for G-od hath 
anointed Him " with the oil of gladness," with the Holt Spirit, 
" above His fellows," above all other kings, and priests, and pro- 
phets : to guard against the deadly error of the Socinians or Uni- 
tarians, as they are sometimes called, who deny that our Saviour 
is equal to the Eather, the Holt Spirit adds, ** the Son of 
God," of one nature and substance with God. 

2 As it is written in the Prophets, Behold, I send 
My messenger before Thy Face, which shall prepare 
Thy way before Thee. 

These words are from Malachi iii. 1 ; the messenger was S. John 
the Baptist, whom the Eather sent before His Son, yea whom the 
Son, as God, sent before Himself, as Man. The substance of the 
Baptist's preaching was repentance, for by repenta\i<ifc ^'^'^ ^^x^^ 
sinful men attain to a full and living beWe^^ Sxi \;>Ckfevt '^k:^vq^5>"b.. 
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3 The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare 
ye the way of the Lord, make His paths straight. 

These words are from Isaiah xl. 3, and refer, as does the preced- 
ing verse, to S. John the Baptist ; he said of himself, *^ I am the 
voice ;'* and of him we read that he " came preaching in the wil- 
derness of JudsBa." S. Matt. iii. 1. 

Observe, the Holt Spieit says, '* Prepare ye." S. John's part 
was to tell men what to do ; they were themselves through GtOd's 
grace to do it. " Help me, O my G-od, and I shall keep Thy law ; 
yea, I shall keep it with my whole heart.'* "Make me to go in 
the path of Thy commandments, for therein is my desire." 

It was in the wilderness S. John came preaching, for there he 
was more separated from the snares and allurements of the world. 
" I will allure her into the wilderness, and speak to her heart,"^ is 
GoD*s promise to His Church, and to her children. 

4 John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach 
the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins. 

6 And there went out unto him all the land of 
Judsea, and they of Jerusalem, and were all baptized 
of him in the river of Jordan, confessing their sins. 

Confessing, that is, engaging to forsake them ; for confession 
without amendment is useless. 

6 And John was clothed with camel's hair, and 
with a girdle of a skin about his loins ; and he did eat 
locusts and wild honey ; 

Such was his food, and such his clothing, for he was one of 
those who ''crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts." 
LoBD Jesus, help us to be like minded. 

7 And preached, saying, There cometh One mightier 
than I after me, 

Properly it is, the Mightier One, the Mightier than any, than 
all others, the Almighty. 

* Hosea ii. 14. 
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the latchet of Whose shoes I am not worthy to stoop 
down and unloose. 

S. Luke tells us (iii. 15), thatat this time the people were in ex- 
pectation, and mused in their hearts, whether the Baptist were the 
Ghbist or not ; for this reason he not only disclaims being the 
Chkist, but will not allow himself even to be thought of in com- 
parison with Him ; he declares himself to be altogether unworthy 
to be His lowest servant. 

8 I indeed have baptized you with water : but He 
shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost. 

Hence, in the Church, it is the Lord Jesus Who baptizes, for 
He alone can give the Holy G-host, though He uses men as His 
instruments. (See S. John iv. 2.) 

9 And it came to pass in those days, 

That is, " when Jesus began to be about thirty years of age."^ 

that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was 
baptized of John in Jordan, 

Our blessed £edeemer, in His amazing humility, came in the 
likeness of a sinner (but only in the likeness, Bom. viii. 3), and 
among sinners, to His servant's baptism. He did so partly, that 
He, as Master, might give His Divine sanction to the doctrine and 
baptism, such as it was, of S. John ; partly, that He might sanc- 
tify the element of water to the mystical washing away of sin ; 
and partly to give to us, His members, a perfect example of per- 
fect obedience to all, which the righteous will of Gos may require 
of us. 

10 And straightway coming up out of the water,, 
He saw the heavens opened, and the Spirit like a 
Dove descending upon Him : 

We must not imagine that the Eternal Spirit was ever sepa- 
rated from the Eternal Son, not even from His human naturCj^ 
Which, from the moment He had taken it, was wholly and per- 
fectly one, with His Divine nature ; but the Spirit comes now 

> Numb. It. 2, 3 5 S. liokft Va. *1^. 



I 



S. MABK I. 11 — 13. 

visibly upon the Lobd Jesus, that He might visibly be m 
Chbist, the anointed of God : He comes upon Him also 
Head of the Church, that from Him the whole body, an 
member of it, might partake of Him. It is " like the precioi: 
ment upon the head, which ran down unto the beard, ever 
Aaron's beard, and went down to the skirts of his cloi 
The coming down of the Spirit may also have a special refe 
to our blessed Savioue as the " Priest for ever," and so t 
Bishops and Priests of His Church, as holding their commi 
from Him, " even unto the end of the world." 

11 And there came a voice from heaven, say'i 
Thou art My Beloved Son, in Whom I am v 
pleased. 

Observe how each Person in the ever Blessed Trinity tal 
part in this anointing. God the Father, by the Voice; Q< 
the Son is visibly present ; and God the Holt Ghost is set 
descending like a I)ove. 

12 And immediately the Spirit driveth Him into thi 
wilderness. 

Why, it may be asked, ** immediately P" Doubtless as a mer- 
ciful warning to us : to expect temptation after we have been in 
any special way with God ; as for example after Confirmation ox 
Holy Communion : as says the wise man, *' My son, if thou come 
to serve the Lord, prepare thy soul for temptation." 

The word "driveth" does not, in the original, imply anything 
of force or violence. (See S. Luke iv. 1.) Yet, if we may venture 
so to speak, there may have been something of tender constrain- 
ing, for the human nature in our Lord would shrink as truly ae 
in us, from the pain and misery of these forty days in the 
wilderness ; moreover His perfect holiness would hold back with 
unutterable loathing from the approach of the spirit of evil : yet 
to this didst Thou submit in Thy love for us, O Eternal Love. 

13 And He was there in the wilderness forty days, 
tempted of Satan ; 

It would appear therefore, that our Lord was being tempted 
uring the whole of the forty days, though only three actual 
»mptings have been recorded. (See S. Matt, iv, 1—11.) 
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and was with the wild beasts ; 

Fear therefore, and loneliness, may have been an outward part 
of our Lobd's mysterious temptation ; but we must not forget, in 
saying this, the promise of God, " Thou wilt keep him in perfect 
peace whose mind is stayed on Thee, because he trusteth in Thee.*' 
Moreover, as regards this part of our Lord's temptation, if in- 
deed it was a part, this also should be observed, that, doubtless, 
as the first Adam in the garden of Eden, before he fell, had abso- 
lute dominion over the beasts of the field, so, over the savage 
beasts of the wilderness would the Second Adam have a like do-^^ 
minion by virtue of His sinless humanity. 

and the Angels ministered unto Him. 

That is, when the forty days were expired, and He had driven 
Satan baffled away, then Angels supplied His human wants. 
Blessed spirits indeed were ever about Him, watching around and 
worshipping Him, and would have ministered unto Him long be- 
fore, but He had willed to bear this trial, and ** to be made per- 
fect through sufferings," and so may we say, 

From darkness here and dreariness, 

We ask not full repose ; 
Only'be Thou at hand to bless 

Our trial hour of woes. 

From this mysterious scene of our Lobd's temptation, we learn 
this, amongst other truths, that there is no sin in being tempted ; 
'* He was tempted in all things like as we are, yet without sin :" 
indeed temptation is a necessary part of our trial here. Sin lies 
in yielding to temptation. 

14 Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus 
came into Galilee, preaching the Gospel of the king- 
dom of God, 

16 And saying. The time is fulfilled, and the king- 
dom of God is at hand : repent ye, and believe the 
Gospel. 

" The time,'* that is, the time during which the old covenant was 
to continue ; He Who in times past spake unto our fathers b^ 
the prophets, now begins to speak to us by His Sots, 

Bepentance only, was the preacVimg ol ^•'5<^x5l "^J^aa "^"a^^^'^^ 

b2i 
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repentance and/aiYA, is the teaching of our Lord: faith in t\m 
Gospel, in the glad tidings, that He, Who was to be the Bedeemer 
of this world, had actually come into the world, come to accom- 
plish His work. 

16 Now as He walked by the sea of Galilee, He 
saw Simon and Andrew his brother casting a net into 
the sea : for they were fishers. 

17 And Jesus said unto them, Come ye after Me, 
and I will make you to become fishers of men. 

I will send you forth as My Bishops in the ship of My Church, 
on the waves of this troublesome world, and out of that world 
you shall draw men, as from the waters you have drawn. fish, whom 
you shall bring in My Name, and by the power of My Spirit to the 
everlasting shore. 

18 And straightway they forsook their nets, and fol- 
lowed Him. 

For in Thee, O blessed Jesu, they found the Pearl of great 
price, and gave up all, that they might buy Thee : and in Thee 
they found the everlasting riches. 

They climbed the steep ascent of heaven, 

Through peril, toil, and pain ; 
O God, to us may grace be given 

To follow in their train. 

19 And when He had gone a little further thence, 
He saw James the son of Zebedee, and John his bro- 
ther, who also were in the ship mending their nets. 

20 And straightway He called them : and they left 
their father Zebedee in the ship with the hired ser- 
vants, and went after Him. 

They did not leave, let it be observed, their father unattended, 
or uncared for ; He Who had said, '* Honour thy father and thy 
mother," would not have called them to do so. 

They followed our Lord now as disciples, or learners : it was 
not until some time after that He made them Apostles or Bishops. 

Now, before the event mentioned in the next verses, we learn 
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from S. Matthew v. — viii., that the Sermon on the Mount was 
spoken, and the leper, and the centurion's servant were healed. 

21 And they went into Capernauni; and straight- 
way on the Sabbath day He entered into the synagogue, 
and taught. 

22 And they were astonished at His doctrine : for 
He taught them as one that had authority, and not as 
the Scribes. 

He taught, as the Lawgiver, they, as expounders of His Law ; 
He, as one Who Himself could enable men to keep the law, they, 
as those who had to seek His grace in order that they might keep 
it ; He, with certainty, they, doubtfully ; He, as God and Master, 
they, as men and servants. 

23 And there was in their synagogue a man with an 
unclean spirit ; 

The words in the original Greek are very forcible; literally 
they mean a man in an unclean spirit ; as though the old serpent 
had wound his coils round and round his wretched victim, so that 
he could neither move nor speak but as the impious spirit per- 
mitted : a devil was as it were " the cloak that he had upon him, 
and as the girdle that he was always girded withal." A fearfully 
real picture indeed of how Satan will at last entangle those who 
yield themselves up to him. 

and he cried out, 

24 Saying, Let us alone ; what have we to do with 
Thee, Thou Jesus of Nazareth ? art Thou come to 
destroy us ? 

The evil spirit says we and ««, so entirely had he identified him- 
self with the miserable man. It may however be understood as 
though the devil were speaking, not at all of the man, but of him- 
self and other spirits like himself, feeling that the coming of our 
Lord was one day to be the ruin of them all. 

I know Thee Who Thou art, the Holy Oae. ^<l 
God. 
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For, as there is none good bat One, that is Gob, so neither is 
there any holy but One. " Tbou only art holy, Thou only ait 
the LoED, Thou only, O Cheist, with the Holt Ghost, art most 
high in the glory of God the Pathbe.*' 

It may be asked, how did the unclean devil know our Loed ? 
It may have been from the writings of the Prophets ; or from the 
mastery which our Loed had over the evil spirit in the wilderness ; 
or possibly, from some unutterable agony and horror which the 
mere presence of the All-Holy One would assuredly have caused 
him, and which he would ascribe to the All-Holy One alone. It 
may be remembered that the evil spirit made a similar confession 
by his servants in Egypt, saying, " This is the finger of God." 
(Ex. viii. 19.) 

Unclean devils know the Blessed One, and own Him God ; yet 
men for whom He came to die, knew Him not, even said unto 
Him ** Thou hast a devil ;" but these w^ere they who would 
not see ; " He came unto His own and His own received Him 
not." 

25 And Jesus rebuked him, saying. Hold thy peace, 
and come out of him. 

He suffered him not to speak, for He would not receive testi- 
mony from such, even when they spake the truth : neither would 
He give occasion to His enemies to say, what alas in their sinful 
misery they were only too ready to assert, that He and Sataa 
were agreed together. (S. John viii. 48.) 

26 And when the unclean spirit had torn him, and 
cried with a loud voice, he came out of him, 

''Had torn him.*' This seems to mean had torn him with pain 
and torture ; it does not however mean that the man's body was 
injured, for S. Luke tells us (iv. 36) that the unclean spirit came 
out and hurt him not. Such was Thy protecting care, O God our 
Savioub, and such will it be to us also, if only through Thy loving 
grace we abide with Thee. 

27 And they were all amazed, insomuch that they 
questioned among themselves, saying, What thing is 
this ? what new doctrine is this ? for with authority 
commandeth He even the unclean spirits, and they do 
obey Him. 
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28 And immediately His fame spread abroad through- 
out all the region round about Galilee. 

29 And forthwith, when they were come out of the 
synagogue, they entered into the house of Simon and 
Andrew, with James and John. 

30 But Simon's wife's mother lay sick of a fever, 
and anon they tell Him of her. 

31 And He came and took her by the hand, and 
lifted her up ; and immediately the fever left her, 

It was not the " lifting her up" that healed her, but His touch : 
that conveyed both health and strength, since He so willed : the 
touch of the Man, was the touch of G-OD ; so wholly and so per- 
fectly were the two natures united in Him. 

and she ministered unto them. 

She was able to wait on them, on our Loed and those with 
Him, so perfectly was she restored. She did so herself : she would 
not leave the task to others, her heart was too full of thankful- 
ness ; she would spend on her Saviour and in His service the 
strength which He had given her. 

32 And at even, when the sun did set, they brought 
unto Him all that were diseased, and them that were 
possessed with devils. 

They waited until the sun had set, because then the Sabbath 
day was over ; such observance of the Sabbath day however was 
very far indeed from the real meaning of GoD*s commandment. 
(See S. Luke xiii. 14—16.) 

33 And all the city was gathered together at the 
door. 

Spiritually as well as literally, they were at the door, the door 
of the Church, and the door of heaven. **I am the door. By 
Me, if any man enter in, he shall go in and out and find pasture." 

34 And He healed many that were sick of divers 
diseases, and cast out many devils ; and He suffered 
not the devils to speak, because they kae^ \Sxssk. 
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35 And in the morning, rising up a great while be- 
fore day, He went out, and departed into a solitary 
place, and there prayed. 

In a solitary place He was tempted ; in a solitary place He 
prayed ; and as it was not for HiiB8e)f He endured the one, so 
neither was it any need of His own that called forth the other : 
for His members' sake He allowed Satan to tempt Him, that they 
might learn how to master him : and for roan's sake He prayed, to 
teach them how to gain the strength wherein they may prevail. 
** I will call upon the Lord, Which is worthy to be praised, so shall 
I be safe from mine enemies : yea, through God we shall do great 
acts, for it is He that shall tread down our enemies." 

36 And Simon and they that were with Him fol- 
lowed after Him. 

37 And when they had found Him, they said unto 
Him, All men seek for Thee. 

Not indeed as their God and Saviotje, but as their helper and 
healer. 

38 And He said unto them. Let us go into the next 
towns, that I may preach there also: for therefore 
came I forth. 

•* Came I," that is, as God, of Mine own free will and loving 
purpose ; and ** forth," that is, from heaven, from, the secret, un- 
approachable presence of the Eternal Pjltheb. 

39 And He preached in their synagogues through- 
out all Galilee, and cast out devils. 

40 And there came a leper to Him, beseeching 
Him, and kneeling down to Him, and saying unto 
Him, if Thou wilt. Thou canst make me clean. 

Observe the true and living faith of this poor sufferer. True 
faith, for in the Man before him he saw his God, saying to Him, ' 
" Thou hast but to will and I shall be clean ;*' living faith, for it 
brought him to our Lord in simple trust, and kneeling to Him ; 
in lowly submission too, for he seems to imply, " Not my will, but 
Thine be done." 
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41 And Jesus, moved with compassion, put forth 
His hand, and touched him, and saith unto him, I will ; 
be thou clean. 

Touching a leprous man was expressly forbidden by the old law 
(Lev. xiii. J 1 ; vii. 21), but it was the Lobd Jssus Who had given 
that law ; He therefore could dispense with it. Besides, the reason 
for that law could not exist in Him, His sacred humanity could 
not be made unclean. 

42 And as soon as He had spoken, immediately the 
leprosy departed from him, and he was cleansed. 

43 And He straitly charged him. 

We have very little recorded of our Lobd's personal appear- 
ance, but these words imply a look of deep and stern earnestness. 

and forthwith sent him away ; 

44 And saith unto him, See thou say nothing to any 
man : 

So entirely did He differ from those who love the praise of men. 

but go thy way, show thyself to the priest, and offer for 
thy cleansing those things which Moses commanded, 

The LoKD Jesus could Himself dispense with the observance 
of the law, but He had not as yet repealed it ; He therefore sends 
the healed man to do what the law commanded. Thus also does 
He stop the mouths of calumnious Jews, who were ever ready to 
accuse Him of being against Moses, not seeing that He it was 
Who spake by Moses. 

for a testimony unto them. 

A testimony, that is, or proof that he had been healed. 

45 But he went out, and began to publish it much, 
and to blaze abroad the matter, insomuch that Jesus 
could no more openly enter into the city, but was 
without in desert places : and they came to Him from 
every quarter. 
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CHAPTER II. 

1 And again He entered into Capernaum after 
some days; and it was noised that He was in the 
house. 

2 And straightway many were gathered together, 
insomuch that there was no room to receive them, no, 
not so much as about the door : and He preached the 
word unto them. 

3 And they come unto Him, bringing one sick of 
the palsy, which was borne of four. 

As this poor sufferer by these four men, bo, by the four Gos- 
pels, are we poor, helpless, human beings brought to the house 
where the Healer of mankind is, that is, to the Church ; yea, into 
His very presence, that we may hear His word, and be healed by 
Him. " LoED, if Thou wilt. Thou canst make me clean.'* Lobd, 
" speak the word only, and" Thy " servant shall be healed." 
" Thou Son of David, have mercy on me." 

4 And when they could not come nigh unto Him 
for the press, they uncovered the roof where He was : 
and w^hen they had broken it up, they let down the 
bed wherein the sick of the palsy lay. 

They speak no word ; but their act is a more urgent appeal 
than any they could make in words : they lay the sick sufferer 
under the very eye of the All-pitiful One, and not in vain, for, 

5 When Jesus saw their faith. He said unto the 
sick of the palsy. Son, thy sins be forgiven thee. 

He calls the poor palsied sufferer, " son ;" for, " like as a father 
pitieth his own children, even so is the Lobd merciful unto them 
that fear Him." 

But it was that his body might be healed that the sick man 
27ad been brought to the Healer ; yes, but owt LoB.ii €.T«t cleanses 
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his soul, perhaps, because He saw that sin was the cause of his 
sickness ; or, because He saw that the cleansing away of his past 
sins was the wish nearest to the sufferer's heart ; or because 
measuring what He would do by His own love, and meaning after- 
wards to heal his body, He would do infinitely more than they 
had ever dared to hope. 

It was their faith, the faith of those who brought him, which 
our LoBD thus rewarded ; which faith He had given them. And 
will He not bless the faith of His Church, when she brings the 
sin-born infants to His Holy Baptism ? And will He not answer 
the prayer of faith which His children make to Him, when they 
lay before Him the erring and impenitent ? Tea, surely He will ; 
either to themselves, or, to those for whom they pray, for He is 
now what He was when He healed the palsied man ; " the same 
yesterday, to-day, and for ever." 

6 But there were certain of the Scribes sitting there, 
and reasoning in their hearts, 

" In their hearts,*' fearing, it may be, to speak aloud ; fearing 
both Him and the people ; for still the multitude were very atten- 
tive to he&r Him. 

7 Why doth this Man thus speak blasphenaies ? 
who can forgive sins but God only ? 

Truly God alone; "I, even I, am He that blotteth out thy 
transgressions ;" but *' this Man" is God. God alone can for- 
give, but ordained men are the channels through whom He for- 
gives. Hence Bishops and Priests, and they only, have authority 
to say, " God pardoneth and absolveth :" or those yet more solemn 
words : " By God's authority committed unto me, I absolve thee 
from all- thy sins." 

8 And immediately when Jesus perceived in His 
Spirit 

That is as God — for He is the only ** discerner of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart" — " Thou understandest my thoughts 
long before." 

that they so reasoned within themsel^^^^^^ ^•ax^x^xis.^ 
them, Why reason ye these tYv\\\^^ m^o\i^\NR»sNa**^- 
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Why reason ye, when ye ought simply to believe ? Why reason 
ye these things which ye can neither know nor understand P and 
why reason ye in your hearts, as if the thoughts of your hearts 
could be hidden from Me ? "I the Lord search the heart, I try 
the reins." Yea, Lobd, *' Thou knowest the thoughts of man, 
that they are but vain." 

9 Whether is it easier to say to the sick of the palsy» 
Thy sins be forgiven thee ; or to say, Arise, and take 
up thy bed, and walk ? 

The answer which unbelieving hearts would give to this ques- 
tion of our Lord's would doubtless be something like this. " It 
is very easy to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee ; for no man can 
tell whether any effect is produced by the words. It is not so 
light and easy a matter to profess to heal with a word, for all men 
can see for themselves whether that word avails." To meet such 
hardness of heart and such unbelief our Lord proceeds to per- 
form what they would call a more difficult act. He continues, 

10 But that ye may know that the Son of Man hath 
power on earth to forgive sins, 

None of these Jews ever doubted but that the Son of Q-od in 
heaven could forgive sins ; but our Lord desires to show that as 
Man upon earth. He can likewise do so. 

(He saith to the sick of the palsy,) 

11 I say unto thee. Arise, and take up thy bed, and 
go thy way into thine house. 

12 And immediately he arose, took up the bed, 
and went forth before them all ; insomuch that they 
were all amazed, and glorified God, saying, We never 
saw it on this fashion. 

So speak Thou, Blessed Master, to me ; bid me, and by bidding, 
enable me, to arise from the bed of sloth and indolence, to cast 
away the cords that bind me down to earth ; with trusting heart 
to bear the burdens Thy love lays upon me, and with no uncertain 
step to go fo^'th, at Thy word to Thy service. '* I will run the 
way of Thy commandments, when Thou hast set my heart at 
liberty." 
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They glorified Q-od ; that is, they ascribed to God the itiarvel- 
lous power which had wrought the miracle ; but alas ! poor Jews ! 
it by no means follows that any of you saw God where He was, 
and where ye might have seen Him, had your hearts been humble, 
even in the face of Jesus Chbist. 

13 And He went forth again by the sea-side; and 
all the multitude resorted unto Him, and He taught 
them. 

] 4 And as He passed by, He saw Levi the son of 
Alphseus sitting at the receipt of custom. 

This was S. Matthew, the publican or toll-collector. 

and said unto him, Follow me. And be arose and 
followed Him. 

Follow Me, in Me ye Uve, 

What ye ask, I freely give ; 

Only heed ye lest ye stray, 

Follow Me, the Living Way : 

Follow me with all your hearts, 

I will ward off sorrow's darts ; 

Learn from Christ, your Lord, to be 

Rich in meek humility. 

Grant me, Lord, my heart's desire, 
So my course to run, nor tire. 
That my practised soul may prove 
What, Thy meekness ; what, Thy love. 
Grant me herCf to trust Thy grace, 
TherCf with joy to see Thy Face ; 
ThiSt in time, my portion be, 
That, through aU eternity ! 

15 And it came to pass, that, as Jesus sat at meat 
in his house, many publicans and sinners sat also to- 
gether with Jesus and His disciples : for there were 
many, and they followed Him. 

This feast, in the house of S. Matthew, was given some months 
after he was called to be a disciple ; but the Holy Sfibit, for 
some merciful purpose, has here connected the two events together. 

"Publicans and sinners ;" the publicans were calla^^^^^^^^'^ 
theT)roud Jews, either because they Nvexe m ^^xccCily^^ ^^^^'^^'^^^^'^'^ 
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with heathens, or because they levied the taxes for the Boman 
conquerors of their land. It does not therefore by any means 
follow that they were sinners above other men. 

And they " followed Him." Thev knew, at all events, that He 
was a " Teacher sent from God :" they saw something of the love 
which He had for them : that He was not as the Scribes and Pha- 
risees : they felt that they could trust Him. Such was Thy hu- 
mility, Thy meekness, and Thy tenderness, O Lobd, Thou Lover 
of souls. 

16 And when the Scribes and Pharisees saw Him 
eat with publicans and sinners, they said unto His dis- 
ciples. How is it that He eateth and drinketh with 
publicans and sinners ? 

Why did they not ask our Lobd Himself this question ? Per- 
haps they could not conveniently get to that part of the room 
where He was ; or they may have feared to ask Him, having more 
than once proved His divine wisdom to their own confusion ; or 
they may have thought to attack our Lord through His disciples. 
" But Thou shalt answer for me, O Lobd, my Q-od." 

1/ When Jesus heard it^ He saith unto them, They 
that are whole have no need of the physician, but they 
that are sick : I came not to call the righteous, but 
sinners to repentance. 

By " they that are whole," and ** righteous," our Lobd seems 
to mean, they that think themselves whole, who will not allow 
that they have within them the poison of sin. To them the 
Great Physician does not come. But our Lobd seems to add, 
'* These, with whom I am, are sinners, and sick in soul ; ye call 
them such, they themselves say that they are such ; with whom 
then should I be, but with them ?" ** He was wounded for our 
transgressions. He was bruised for our iniquities : the chastise- 
ment of our peace was upon Him, and with His stripes we are 
healed." Thou art the Healer and the Healing, the Medici ner 
and the Medicine, the Sayioub and the Salvation : yea, Thou 
art All. 

18 And the disciples of John and of the Pharisees 
used to fast : and they come and say unto Him, Why 
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do the disciples of John and of the Pharisees fast, but 
Thy disciples fast not ? 

It was probably from a very mistaken jealousy for the honour 
of their great teacher, who was now in prison, that the disciples 
of the Baptist thus joined the Pharisees ; surely they had not 
learned what their master, speaking of his Master, had said : " He 
must increase, but I must decrease. He that cometh from Hea- 
ven is above all." How often, alas, do the best lessons of holy 
teachers &il to bring forth fruit ! 

19 And Jesus said unto them, Can the children of 
the bridechamber fast, while the Bridegroom is with 
them ? as long as they have the Bridegroom with them, 
they cannot fast. 

The "Bridegroom" is our Lobd. He is now betrothing to 
Himself His Bride, the Church; "the children of the bride- 
chamber" are the Bridegroom's " friends ;" henceforth. He said, *' I 
call you not servants, but I have called you friends," And when 
our Blessed Satioub says they cannot fast. His meaning is, they 
cannot consistently, or they ought not, because His presence 
brought joy and gladness with it. " In Thy presence is fulness of 
joy, and at Thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore." 

20 But the days will come, when the Bridegroom 
shall be taken away from them. 

That is, when He will not be visibly among them : so it is now, 
and so it will be until He comes again. He is indeed present 
with His Church; how could it be otherwise, seeing that the 
Church is His Body ? but He is not seen. Of these days, there- 
fore, our LoBD is speaking, when He adds, 

and then shall they fast in those days. 

This is one answer to the question. He proceeds to give 
another. 

2 1 No man also se weth a piece of new cloth on an 
old garment: else the new piece that filled it up 
taketh away from the old, and the rent is mada nr^^sc^^* 

2 
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"The disciples," our Lord says, "are just now like gfarments 
worn thin, they have need of gentle and tender handling ; if, in 
their present state, I put any severe discipline upon them, they 
will not be able to bear it, they will faint under the burden. * 
Such was Thy tender consideration for them, O most Loving 
Master, and such it ever is for us, Thy weak and wayward children. 

Our LoBD proceeds to give a third answer. 

22 And no man putteth new wine into old bottles : 
else the new wine doth burst the bottles, and the wine 
is spilled, and the bottles will be marred: but new 
wine must be put into new bottles. 

The bottles here spoken of were made of skins which, when old, 
would soon burst, if the wine within them should ferment ; and 
such, having been born and brought up under the Old Law, were 
our Lord's disciples at this time ; when, however, the Spirit from 
on high was poured upon them, and old things had passed away, 
and they were renewed in the spirit of their minds, then they 
would be able to bear, yea, and to receive the rich blessing from, 
the New Law ; or rather, the new, and full, and spiritual inter- 
pretation of the law, and the new discipline, which their Master 
was then bringing in. 

23 And it came to pass, that He went through the 
corn-fields on the Sabbath Day ; and His disciples be- 
gan, as they went, to pluck the ears of corn. 

24 And the Pharisees said unto Him, Behold, why 
do they on the Sabbath Day that which is not lawful ? 

It is very hard to see what the Pharisees could possibly mean 
when they thus charge the disciples; it looks very much as if 
they were bent upon bringing some charge in mere wanton malice, 
and did not consider whether it were true or not. Alas for our 
poor human nature, when not trained and purified by the blessed 
influence of God's Holy Spirit. " Cleanse Thou me from secret 
faults ; keep back Thy servant also from presumptuous sins, lest 
they get the dominion over me.** 

25 And He said unto them, Have ye never read 
what David did, when he had need, and was an hun- 
gered, he, and they that were with him ? 
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26 How he went into the house pf God in the days 
of Abiathar the high priest, and did eat the shewbread, 
which is not lawful to eat but for the priests, and gave 
also to them which were with him ? 

The answer of the Lobb Jesus comes to this. "If David 
might on the Sabbath Day do certain things which were positively 
forbidden, and yet, never be charged with breaking the Sabbath, 
how can ye now, with any show of fairness at all, bring a 
charge against My disciples, for doing on the Sabbath Day what 
the law positively and expressly allows ? for it is written in Deut. 
zxiii. 25, 'When thou comest into the standing corn of thy 
neighbour, then thou mayest pluck the ears with thine hand.' " 

That it was on the Sabbath Day that David took the shew- 
bread, see 1 Sam. xxi. 5 ; and Lev. xxiv. 8. 

27 And He said unto them. The Sabbath was made 
for man, and not man for the Sabbath : 

'* For man ;" that is, for man's good. The law of the Sabbath, 
therefore, was to give way either when necessity required it, as here 
in the case of the disciples, who were an hungered ; (see S. Matt, 
xii. 1 :) or when some greater good was to be obtained by not ob- 
serving it, as for example, when a child was to be circumcised, as 
the Pharisees themselves allowed ; (see S. John vii. 22.) If then 
man could dispense with a literal observance of that day, how 
much more could He, who gave the Law in the first instance, and 
only, out of His own deep love, took man's nature upon Him ? 

28 Therefore the Son of Man is Lord also of the 
Sabbath. 

He Who was in every sense the Lobd of the Sabbath had not 
found fault with His disciples for what they did, how then dare 
they, least of all in His presence ? 

Teach us, O most loving Master, after Thine own perfect ex- 
ample, to " forbear one another in love ;" so that, living in love 
and peace here, we may attain to Thy love and peace hereafter ; 
where, with the Father and the Holy Ghost, Thou livest and 
reignest. One God, blessed for evermore. 
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CHAPTER III. 

1 And He entered again into the synagogue ; and 
there was a man there which had a withered hand. 

2 And they watched Him, 

With evil, jealous eye, even as •* Saul eyed David," and with 
murderous intent ; " like as a lion that is greedy of his prey, and 
as it were a lion's whelp, larking in secret places." 

whether He would heal him on the sabbath day ; that 
they might accuse Him. 

Accuse Him of breaking the Sabbath ! Accuse Him ! "Who, it 
He did heal, by that very act would prove that He was the Creator, 
and so the Lobd of the Sabbath ; and accuse Him of breaking the 
Sabbath, as if this work of healing mercy could be a breach of 
God's commandment ! Alas, for the miserable blindness of man's 
heart, unenlightened by God's Spieit, or rather, as here, wilfully 
given up to darkness ! *^ Because they did not like to retain 
God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate 
mind." 

3 And He said unto the man which had the withered 
hand, Stand forth. 

He thus placed him in the midst, partly, it may have been, that 
the Jews, seeing him, might be moved to pity ; but also that the 
miracle might be done visibly before them all, and so some be led 
to '* praise the Lobd for His goodness, and declare the wonders 
which He doeth for the children of men." 

4 And He saith unto them, Is it lawful to do good 
on the sabbath days, or to do evil ? to save life or to 
kill? 

Our Load's question really comes to this : I am working on 
the Sabbath day, and so are you ; I am doing good, you are bent 
on doing evil ; I am about to save life, you are going about to kill 
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Me: which course, Mine or yours, is most in agreement with 
Good's law ? 

But they held their peace. 

It was not that they did not know. Well indeed would it have 
been for them if they had been really ignorant ; for, Blessed 
Master, Thou art that true High Priest, " Who can ^have com- 
passion on the ignorant, and on them that are out of the way." 
But alas for these men, they would not know ; they would not 
hear Thee ; they would not learn. 

5 And when He had looked round about on them 
with anger, being grieved for the hardness of their 
hearts. He saith unto the man, Stretch forth thy hand. 
And he stretched it out : and his hand was restored 
whole as the other. 

Surely now they might have humbled themselves before Him, 
Whose word was with such power; but no, "They were filled 
with madness" (S. Luke vi. 11). And why? because they were 
of those who sought the praise of men, and here they are put to 
open shame : because they were seeking for something which they 
might make a cause of accusation against Him, and here was an 
act which must make any honest-hearted among the people to 
glorify Him. They were, in short, baffled in their purpose by the 
majesty, and might, and wisdom of the Lobd Jesus. 

6 And the Pharisees went forth, and straightway 
took counsel with the Herodians against Him, how 
they might destroy Him. 

" They that lay wait for My soul take counsel together, saying. 
Persecute Him and take Him, for there is none to deliver Him." 
** Thus have they rewarded Me evil for good, and hatred for My 
good will." Yet surely, if rage and disappointed malice had not 
blinded their eyes, they would have seen that He Who could heal 
the withered hand with His word, could with " one rough word" 
wither up their hands, if so He pleased, yea, utterly defeat and 
destroy them. 

7 But Jesus withdrew Himself with His disciples to 
the sea : 
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Because His hour was not yet come : 

and a great multitude from Galilee followed Him, and 
from Judea, 

8 And from Jerusalem, and from Idumsea, and from 
beyond Jordan; and they about Tyre and Sidon, a 
gi'eat multitude, when they had heard what great things 
He did, came unto Him. 

9 And He spake to His disciples, that a small ship 
should wait on Him because of the multitude, lest 
they should throng Him. 

As by the miracle which has been recorded, the Lobd Jesus 
maaifested forth His glory as G-od, so by thus seeking to avoid 
the pressure of the crowd, He showed His weakness as Man. 
But at the same time we must bear in mind that the two natures 
were so joined together, as to be inseparable. 

1 For He had healed many ; insomuch that they 
pressed upon Him for to touch Him, as many as had 
plagues. 

" Eor there went virtue out of Him, and healed them all" (S. 
Luke vi. 19). 

1 1 And unclean spirits, when they saw Him, fell 
down before Him, and cried, saying. Thou art the Son 
of God. 

They fell down before Him, not as worshipping Him, but as 
stricken down to the ground by the amazing power even of His 
mere presence. 

12 And He straitly charged them that they should 
not make Him known. 

There is something very remarkable about this anxiety of the 

evil spirits to proclaim our Lobd's Divine nature, and His great 

care to prevent their doing so. We may be very sure they did it 

in malice : perhaps they knew that men as yet could not bear it, 

am/ therefore would be injured by it, even aa iniaxAA ^o\3l^\i^ m- 
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jured were they to be fed, not with milk, but with strong meat ; 
while He in His love would make Himself known to them ^ as 
they were able to bear/' He would teach us, besides, to refuse 
all testimony, of every kind, from Satan ; for if he bring us the 
truth to-day, it is only that he may, with more hope of success, 
bring us error mingled with the truth to-morrow, and so seduce 
us from our God. As said the prophet, so must we say, '* Away 
from me, ye wicked, I will keep the commandments of my God. 
'* Yea, hold Thou up my goings in Thy paths, that my footsteps 
slip not." 

Hence also we learn the principle, that we ought to avoid all 
places of worship except those which belong to the Catholic 
Church ; and to refuse to listen to any sermons or any explana- 
tions of Holy Scripture, except from her appointed teachers. 

13 And He goeth up into a mountain, 

And there continued all night in prayer to God. (S. Luke 
vi. 12.) 

and calleth unto Him whom He would : and they came 
unto Him. 

" He calleth them,*' for *' no man taketh this honour to himself 
but he that is called of God." 

14 And He ordained twelve, 

" "Whom also He named Apostles." (S. Luke iv. 16.) 
He " ordained :" the word literally means. He " made." He 
made them to be Apostles, as He had made them to be men. 
** All things are of Thee, O blessed Lobd Jesu," all things spiritual 
and temporal, all things of time and of eternity ; truly all things 
are of Thee. 

"He ordained twelve;" that, as there had been twelve heads of 
Israel in old time, so now there might be twelve heads of the 
spiritual Israel. And in them were fulfilled many of the types of 
the old law : the twelve stones in the breastplate of the High 
Priest were a type of the twelve Apostles adorning the doctrine of 
the Great High Priest : the twelve loaves of the shew-bread in 
the Temple, of these twelve administering in the Churc,KtV5kftk\is?^^^"^ 
Bread: the twelve oxen under the bTax^ii^^^\Ti^i>c\ft '^^^Q^*^.^*^ *"^^^^ 
Temple, of these twelve teacbing ttie dLO^\.Tvaa «xi^ \i^'«>x>s^% 
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water of Holr Baptism: the twelve lions under the throne of 
Solomon, of these twelve bearing up the kingdom of Him Whose 
kingdom is not of this world. And to these we may add the 
twelve gates of the City of God, the Heavenly Jerusalem^ and its 
twelve foundations ; for there were written " in them the names 
of the twelve Apostles of the Lamb." 

that they should be with Him, 

In order that they might learn of Him, and from His example, 
what the shepherds of God's sheep should be ; 

and that He might send them forth to preach. 

It should be observed that it was not until afterwards that He 
gave them full spiritual powers ; even as now the deacon must 
'* first be proved," before ne is raised to the priesthood. 

15 And to have power to heal sicknesses, and to 
cast out devils : 

This power was given by God to the Apostles, in order that 
men, seeing their mighty works, might be more ready to believe 
their blessed words, and to acknowledge that their mission was 
from above. 

16 And Simon he surnamed Peter; 

The word " Peter" means " rock." As He Who is the True 
Light called His disciples " the light of the world," so He Who is 
really and in Himself the Eock gives the name to His Apostle. 

17 And James the son of Zebedee, 

This is that S. James of whose death we read in Acts zii. 2. 

and John the brother of James; and He surnamed 
them Boanerges, which is, The sons of thunder : 

They were sons of thunder, as we may say, by their natural dis- 
position and temper ; for, in their vehement zeal for Chbist, they 
were willing to have called down fire from heaven upon those who 
did not receive their Loed.^ This natural temper God took not 
away, but He leavened it, and trained it in another direction, so 

1 S. Luke ix. 54. 
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}hat they. became as eager to save, as before they had been to 
iestroy. 

18 And Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, 

Bartholomew is probably the Nathanael of the Gospel of S. 
John (i. 41.) 

ind Matthew, and Thomas, and James the son of 
Alphaeus, 

This was the S. James who wrote the epistle which goes by his 
name, and who, as Bishop of Jerusalem, presided at the first 
Council of the Church. (Acts xy.) 

and Thaddseus, 

He is generally called Judas, or Jude, (S. John xiv. 22 ;) also 
LebbsBus, (S. Matt. x. 3.) He wrote the Epistle which bears his 
aame. 

and Simon the Canaanite, 

Or Cananite, that is, of Cana, the town in Galilee. 

1 9 And Jadas Iscariot, which also betrayed Him : 

And " good were it for that man if he had never been born." 

and they went into an house. 

20 And the multitude cometh together again, so 
that they could not so much as eat bread. 

21 And when His friends heard of it^ they went out 
to lay hold on Him : for they said. He is beside Him- 
self. 

22 And the scribes which came down from Jeru- 
salem said, He hath Beelzebub, and by the prince of 
the devils casteth He out devils. 

They could not deny the fact that our ble^'Sfc^ ^kz^rv^r^^^*^ 
cast out devils : they seek in tlaia m\aw«^\ft ^wj "^^ ^^^'^Njxi^ *^^ 
pis power. 
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23 And He called them unto Him, and said unto 
them in parables, How can Satan cast out Satan ? 

That is, how can he set himself against himself with any con- 
sistency, with the least show of reason, with any hope of gaining 
his dreadful aim and object, the ruin of mankind. 

Observe, our Lord called the Scribes to Him, whence it would 
appear that they had been afraid openly, and before His face^ to 
speak their folly ; but He in His mercy, if so be He might win 
them to the truth, tells them, that He knew what they had been 
saying of Him. " He that made the ear, shall He not hear P" 

24 And if a kingdom be divided against itself, that 
kingdom cannot stand. 

25 And if a house be divided against itself, that 
house cannot stand. 

26 And if Satan rise up against himself, and be 
divided, he cannot stand, but hath an end. 

27 No man can enter into a strong man's house, 
and spoil his goods, except he will first bind the strong 
man ; and then he will spoil his house. 

Our Loed's meaning seems to be : " Satan is strong, far stronger 
than any unregenerate man ; he is ' as a roaring lion,' and a ' rang- 
ing bear :' therefore no mere man can bind him or spoil his goods. 
But I am even now, by your own confession, spoiling his goods ; I 
am delivering those who were his slaves, and held in bondage bj 
him. Be sure, therefore, first, that I am not in agreement with 
him ; secondly, that I cannot be a mere man, being his Master." 

28 Verily I say unto you, All sins shall be forgiven 
unto the sons of men, and blasphemies wherewith 
soever they shall blaspheme : 

29 But he that shall blaspheme against the Holy 
Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is in danger of 
eternal damnation : 

30 Because they said, He hath an unclean spirit. 

T^e blasphemy against the Holy Qho^t \s, tlieieCoxe, ascribing 
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to Satan's influence or power the amazing works and wisdom of 
the blessed Jfisus. 

It may be asked, Why is such blasphemy more deadly than 
blasphemy against the Son of God Himself, seeing that He and 
the Spibit are one G-ob, though two Persons ? And one answer 
seems to be. Because the Lobd Jesus had humbled Himself to be 
in thorough reality as well as in outward appearance a human 
being. While, therefore, there might be some excuse for those 
who, seeing Him to be man, should speak evil of Him as Man, — 
even as there was for S. Paul, who " verily thought with himself 
that he ought to do many things opntrary to the !N'ame of Jesus 
of Nazareth," — there could not be this, or any, excuse for those who, 
seeing the wonderful and undeniable works of the Almighty Spibit 
of love and good, yet ascribed those works to Satan. 

But observe how, even in this fearful verse, the deep mercy of 
the All-merciful appears, in that He, the Eternal Truth, declares 
this one sin alone to be unpardonable : for all others, of every 
kind, there will be found mercy and forgiveness, on repentance. 

Pierce Thou, O Q-OD, yea, rend and crush my heart, if need be, 
that it may pour forth tears of godly sorrow ; and being renewed 
by Thee, and re-formed after the image of Him Who died for us, 
may bring forth fruits meet for repentance, and obtain Thy ever- 
lasting mircy. ^ ^ 

31 There came then His brethren and His mother, 
and, standing without, sent unto Him, calling Him. 

32 And the multitude sat about Him, and they said 
unto Him, Behold, Thy mother and Thy brethren 
without seek for Thee. 

33 And He answered them, saying, Who is My 
mother, or My brethren ? 

Our Lord here seems to imply, that in His works, as G-od, 
and while He was doing the will of Him Who in real truth was 
His Father, He could not acknowledge the claims of mete 
earthly relationship ; even as He said directly to the Blessed Virgin 
herself, when she suggested to Him that the fitting time for 
working a miracle had come, ** Woman, what have I to do with 
thee ?" Then, by a gracious after-thought^ if ^^ \^'«c^ -^^scJtoo;:^^ '^^ 
to speak of Him, with Whom t\i© i^a.^t wi^i. \>ci^ ^\x\.xi:t% ^^^^^ "^^w^? 
present, He goes on to say that, eNe\i ^^a >i3»[ie^oTi^^^«sv, ^ 
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His earthly members and His friends ; for the Evangelist pro- 
ceeds — 

34 And He looked round about on them which sat 
about Him, and said, Behold My mother and My 
brethren ! 

35 For whosoever shall do the will of God, the 
same is My brother, and My sister, and mother. 

That is, " these who are with Me, these who are learning of Me, 
these who in truth and sincerity are following Me, all such are to 
Me as My mother and My brethren." 



CHAPTER IV. 

1 And He began again to teach by the sea- side: 
and there was gathered unto Him a great multitude, 
so that He entered into a ship, and sat in the sea ; and 
the whole multitude was by the sea on the land. 

The sea is often used as a type of this world, as, for example, 
in the Baptismal Service : a ship is the type of the Holy Church 
as she now is ; and as our Lord was in tbe ship on the sea, so is 
He now in the Church, as she passes over the waves of this 
troublesome world : and in her He is teaching G-on's people. 

2 And He taught them many things by parables, 

Por two reasons, chiefly, the Blessed Jesus seems to have 
taught by parables. First, that such as were slow of understand- 
ing, might, by means of things which they saw and knew, be led 
on to understand high and heavenly truths ; and, secondly, that 
those same truths might be veiled from the unworthy, and from 
such as did not care to follow them up. 

and said unto them in His doctrine, 
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3 Hearken; Behold, there went oat a sower to 
sow : 

The Sower is our Loed Jesus ; He went forth when, ** for us 
men and for our salvation, He came down from Heaven, and was 
Incarnate,'* that is, was made flesh " of the Virgin Mary." 

4 And it came to pass, as he sowed, some fell by 
the way-side, and the fowls of the air came and de- 
voured it «p. 

** The way-side" was once probably good ground, but it had be- 
come hardened by the frequent passing to and fro of men ; even 
as the regenerate heart, which freely allows the passing to and 
fro of evil thoughts and evil spirits, will become hard as the nether 
millstone : of course such ground cannot, while it continues such, 
receive seed into itself. 

5 And some fell on stony ground, where it had not 
much earth ; and immediately it sprang up, because it 
had no depth of earth : 

6 But when the sun was up, it was scorched ; and 
because it had no root, it withered away. 

Here the expression, "stony ground," means "rock," as S. 
Luke calls it, with a very shallow layer of earth upon it. In this 
earth the seed springs up ; but it cannot strike root downward, 
and so is " as the grass growing upon the housetop, which wither- 
eth before it be plucked up." 

7 And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew 
up, and choked it, and it yielded no fruit. 

Here the ground itself was good, but unweeded and uncared 
for ; hence its barrenness of good fruit. 

8 And other fell on good ground, and did yield 
fruit that sprang up and increased ; and brought forth, 
some thirty, and some sixty, and some an hvkxsAx'eA. 

9 And He said unto them, R^ \Xv^\.\v^NJo. ^'^w^'^v^^^ 

let Mm bear. 
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Our Lobd'b meaning is, let him to whom G-qd has given the 
means of hearing, apply those means to the worthiest of all pur- 
poses, the listening to the truths of God, and learning the way of 
salvation. But grace to do so is Thy precious gift, O G-od. Open 
Thou mine ears, alas, dulled by many sins ; quicken Thou my poor 
understanding ; calm Thou the wild passions within ; that, with a 
loving, meek reverence, I may hear Thy voice, and follow it. 

10 And when He was alone, they that were about 
Him with the twelve, asked of Him the parable. 

That is, the meaning of the parable ; and what high and sacred 
truths were hidden under it. 

1 1 And He said unto them, Unto you it is given to 
know the mystery of the kingdom of God : but unto 
them that are without, all these things are done in 
parables : 

By the words, " the mystery of the kingdom of heaven," our 
Lord may mean Gon's chosen way for imparting to the souls of 
men the knowledge of Himself and heavenly truths : this know- 
ledge and these truths He will give to those who are '* about'* 
Chbist ; that is, those who deny themselves, and take up their 
cross daily and follow Him ; but these truths, and all truths, He 
hides, does not give them to those who are " without ;*' to those, 
who, because they have no real sincerity, and no real purpose of 
heart, to be His disciples, whatever it may cost them, are beyond 
the sunshine and light of His love. 

Our LoBD goes on to say, that, from old time, God had de- 
clared that such would be His way of dealing with men, for the 
next verse is taken from the prophecies of Isaiah. 

12 That seeing they may see, and not perceive; 
and hearing they may hear, and not understand ; lest 
at any time they should be converted, and their sins 
should be forgiven them. 

There are some, we know — who they are, God only knows — 

who now cannot be saved : they have quenched the Spirit by their 

wilful sins, and consequently can now receive neither light nor 

sanctiBcatioD, but are ** reprobates." Of aucli t\i\^ Nex^e^ ^^^mck to 
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8peak : thej are indeed in appearance as other men, they have 
all the outward means of hearing, but their inward ears they have 
stopped : they have all the outward means of seeing, but *' the 
eyes of the understanding," once enlightened, they have dulled 
and closed ; and so in God's righteous judgment it has come to 
pass that they cannot repent, or be converted, and so cannot find 
mercy. Every wilful sin, be it remembered with fear and awe, 
not only offends our Father and separates us from Him, but is 
also a hardening of our hearts, and a hindrance to future repent- 
ance. ** To-day if ye will hear His voice, harden not your hearts." 
O Blessed and most Merciful Master, do Thou help us ; for with- 
out Thee we are nothing, without Thee we can nothing, without 
Thee we hope for nothing : do Thou help us. 

13 And He said unto them, Know ye not this pa- 
rable ? and how then will ye know all parables ? 

14 The sower soweth the word. 

As there is but one Sower, so there is but one Seed. 

One only Way to life ; 
One Faith, delivered once for all ; 
One holy Band, endowed with Heaven's high call; 

One earnest, endless strife ; — 
This is the Church, the Eternal, framM of old. 

15 And these are they by the way-side, where the 
word is sown ; but when they have heard, Satan 
Cometh immediately, and taketh away the word that 
was sown in their hearts. 

Thus we learn, that when the good thoughts, which God, in His 
pity, gives us, pass from our minds or hearts without bearing fruit, 
it is the doing of some evil spirit, who has been watching us for 
that very purpose, and steals them away from us. And observe, he 
"cometh immediately;" he loses no time; neither do thou, O 
Christian ! Be thou as he who ** made haste, and prolonged not 
the time, to keep God's righteous judgments." 

16 And these are they likewise which are sown on 
stony ground ; who, when they have heard the wacd^ 
immediately receive it with*gladw^^^\ 

But alas, only superficially, notmto >;:ti^vc ^«t^ Vx^xs^^"^"^ ^^'^'^'^ 



32 S. MABK IV. 17 — 20. 

and souls, only as somethiDg wherein they may find a passing 
gladness, or a passing excitement ; not as the one precious peari, 
for which everything else must be given up ; consequently, our 
LoBD continues, 

17 And have no root in themselves, and so endure 
but for a time : afterward, when affliction or persecu- 
tion ariseth for the word's sake, immediately they are 
offended. 

These " stumble at the Word," because they love, not it, but, 
only the feelings which it sometimes raises. But " great is the 
peace that they have who love Thy law, and they are not ofibnded 
at it." 

Observe also, the things which cause them to fall, are the very 
things which should have strengthened and braced them up, which 
were meant by God's love to do so ; for has not He said, " Count 
it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations ; knowing this, that 
the trying of your faith worketh patience. But let patience have 
her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting 
nothing." (S. James i. 2 — 4.) 

18 And these are they which are sown among 
thorns ; such as hear the word, 

19 And the cares of this world, and the deceitful- 
ness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering 
in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful. 

They would fain serve two masters — God and Mammon — but 
they cannot ; one must expel the other from the heart. 

20 And these are they which are sown on good 
ground ; such as hear the Word, and receive it, and 
bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some 
an hundred. 

** Eeceive it," that is, take it into honest and good hearts, into 
hearts which, by God's preventing grace, purpose to do after His 
commandments ; and, by His abiding grace, are not wearied in 
well-doing. " For as the earth bringeth forth her bud, and as the 
jgarden causeth the things that are sown in it to spring forth ; so, 
//?'' /wnh hearts "the Lobd God will cauae T\^>a\.eo\x«xi^«& ^wd 
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praise to spring forth before all the nations." (Isa. Ixi. 11.) Even 
so, to me and to all Thy people, O Lord, vouchsafe the grace to 
hear meekly Thy "Word, and to receive it with pure affection, and 
to bring forth the fruits of the Spibit. 

21 And He said unto them, Is a candle brought to 
be put under a bushel, or under a bed ? and not to be 
set on a candlestick ? 

" Is a candle brought ?" This would be more literally trans- 
lated " Does light come ?" and so, the very form of the expres- 
sion teaches us that the knowledge of God's truth does not come 
to us of itself, but is a precious gift " from the Father of lights" to 
His single-hearted and obedient children. ** Open Thou mine 
eyes, that I may see the wondrous things of Thy law. I am a 
stranger upon earth ; oh, hide not Thy commandments from me." 

22 For there is nothing hid, which shall not be 
manifested ; neither was anything kept secret, but that 
it should come abroad. 

23 If any man have ears to hear, let him hear. 

Our Lord's meaning, in these three verses, seems to be, " As 
men light a candle, not with a view to conceal the light, but in 
order to illumine dark places, so, have I come, a Light into the 
world, not simply to use parables and dark sayings, but to give the 
* light of the knowledge of the glory of God,' and to bring ' life and 
immortality to light :' and though, for a while, and, for a special 
purpose, I may speak in parables, yet to every one who, in humi- 
lity and sincerity, seeks for the truth, G-qd will reveal the real 
meaning of My sayings. Let him, therefore," our Lord con- 
tinues, ** to whom G-QD has given the means of hearing, use those 
means as in God's sight, and he will find the truth." 

24 And He said unto them, Take heed what ye 
hear : with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured 
to you : 

" Take heed," our Lord's meaning is, ** that ye lose not any of 
My sayings ; see that ye be reverent and thou^hU'vsi Vifc-siSL^p.^ ^nw^ 
though My words be now dark to 'joxx-, ^ot,^^!'^^^^^^^^^'*^'^^^ 
My words, bo will My Spib.it doa\ mt\i ^o\i/^»- i@.^C\x^^ "^^"^ 
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true meaning of them, and making them fruitful in you. If ye 
neglect them, He will neglect you ; if ye treasure them up, He 
will make them a treasure to you. Moreover," our Lord's mean- 
ing appears also to be, " Ye are to be the teachers of the world, 
and as ye deal truly by God*s people, in teaching them His truth, 
so will He deal by you." 

and unto you that hear shall moi*e be given. 

That is, " As ye now hear, and ponder in your hearts, and act 
upon My sayings; so will the understanding of them, and the 
deeper and fuller knowledge of Gon, be bestowed upon you." 
" If any man will do His will, he shall know of the doctrine ;" for 
'' He that hath My commandments, and keepeth them, he it is 
that loveth Me; and he that loveth Me shall be loved of My 
Fatheb, and I will love him, and will manifest Myself to him." 

25 For he that hath, to him shall be given : 

To him that hath, and useth faithfully what he hath, shall more 
be given. Thus, the merciful shall obtain mercy, and loving faith 
shall win sight. 

and he that hath not, from him shall be taken even 
that which he hath. 

From him who fails to use God's gifts those very gifts will be 
taken away. '* Take from him the pound, and give it unto him 
that hath ten pounds." 

26 And He said, So is the kingdom of God, as if a 
man should cast seed into the ground ; 

27 And should sleep, and rise night and day, and 
the seed should spring and grow up, he knoweth not 
how. 

28 For the earth bringeth forth fruit of herself; 
first the blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in 
the ear. 

29 But when the fruit is brought forth, immediately 
he putteth in the sickle, because the Vv^Ltvest \a come- 
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The expression, " when the fruit is brought forth," is literally 
" when it gives itself, — when it freely and wholly offers itself to 
the sickle/' 

In this parable, which is related by S. Mark alone, the kingdom 
of G-OD means, first, the spreading of the Catholic Church in 
heathen lands ; and secondly, the growth of grace in the regene- 
rate heart. GtOB would have us understand, first, that in both 
cases He " giveth the increase ;'* secondly, that we must do our part, 
— we must plant and water; we also must perfect holiness in the 
fear of the Lobd ; thirdly, and chiefly, that this spreading and this 
growth is generally secret and gradual. 

Q-ood desires, when first conceived, are, as it were, the seed cast 
into the ground ; these brought out into action are the blade ; the 
settled good habit, the fruit of frequent action, is the full corn in 
the ear. 

Or, again, we may consider faith as the seed, for "he that 
cometh to God must believe that He is ;" and holy fear as the 
blade, for " the fear of the Lobd is the beginning of wisdom ;" and 
^ hope which maketh not ashamed" as the ear ; and charity as the 
full corn in the ear, for " the end of the commandment is charity." 

30 And He said, Whereunto shall we liken the 
kingdom of God ? or with what comparison shall we 
compare it ? 

31 It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when 
it is sown in the earth, is less than all the seeds that 
be in the earth : 

32 But when it is sown, it groweth up, and be- 
cometh greater than all herbs, and shooteth out great 
branches; so that the fowls of the air may lodge 
under the shadow of it. 

In this parable "the kingdom of G-od" has the same general 
meaning as in the previous one ; but the great scope and object of 
it is to show how His kingdom, at the beginning very small, was 
destined to become very great. Thus His visible kingdom, the 
Church, which once consisted of but few believers, has spread 
itself into all lands ; " a little one" has ** become a thousand" t&. 
like manner His kingdom of grace, oiiee «lX\\K^^ ^^<i\^^^Ts.\!^^'^ 
tism, grows up, in His redeemed, uuto ^etia^X* \"«x\>o. ^\AV^>s^^^ - 



36 S. MABK IT. 33—38. 

33 And with many such parables spake He the 
word unto them, as they were able to hear it. 

34 But without a parable spake He not unto them : 
and when they were alone, He expounded all things to 
His disciples. 

Partly, because they were His constant followers, and so had 
come to a fuller faith in Him, than had the people generally ; in 
consequence of which they were better able to embrace and hold 
fast all heavenly truths. Partly, also, because they were after- 
wards to become, in His Providence, the teachers of His Church. 

35 And the same day, when the even was come, 
He saith unto them, Let us pass over unto the other 
side. 

36 And when they had sent away the multitude, 
they took Him even as He was in the ship. And 
there were also with Him other little ships. 

37 And there arose a great storm of wind, and the 
waves beat into the ship, so that it was now full. 

That is, it was now becoming full. 

If it be asked. Why did our Lord permit this great tempest to 
arise ? we may reverently answer. First, to save His disciples from 
the pride which would naturally arise in their hearts, when they 
found themselves retained by Him when the others were sent 
away ; for in this storm they learned how fearful and timid their 
hearts were, even when with their Master, and hence how small 
and weak their faith, and consequently how humble they ought to 
be : and secondly, to deepen their faith in that Master, Who could 
snatch them even from the jaws of death ; and that, not by taking 
them out of danger, but by commanding the danger to depart. 

" O God, Who knowest us to be set in the midst of so many 
and great dangers, that, by reason of the frailty of our nature, 
we cannot always stand upright, grant to us such strength and 
protection as may support us in all dangers, and carry us through 
all temptations ; through Jesus Cheist our Loud." 

38 And He was in the hinder part of the ship, 
asleep on a pillow : 
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Truly He had been toiling, and now, notwithstanding the wild 
winds and the rushing water, and, as we may suppose, the tram- 
pling of men's feet and their cries, He is sleeping. Yet this is 
He "Who neither slumbers nor sleeps, the Keeper of Israel:" 
yea, but He is both God and man! So, when the storm of 
Satan's rage was loudest and fiercest. He slept the sleep of death 
upon the Cross: but He soon awoke, and His enemies were 
scattered, and they that hated Him fled before Him. So now also 
He sometimes seems to sleep, but in His own fitting time He will 
awake, and stand up for His people, and there shall be peace upon 
Israel. 

And they awake Him, and say unto Him, Master, 
Carest Thou not that we perish ? 

39 And He arose, and rebuked the wind, and said 
unto the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, 
and there was a great calm. 

"Thou rulest the raging of the sea; Thou stillest the waves 
thereof when they arise." 

40 And He said unto them. Why are ye so fearful ? 

Our LoED seems to mean, " While I am with you." 

How is it that ye have no faith ? 

No faith, that is, in Me, as the ever-watchful and all-protecting 
Goj>. 

41 And they feared exceedingly, and said one to 
another, What manner of man is this, that even the 
wind and the sea obey Him ? 

For even they knew, not Thy twofold nature, O Lobd* Jesu : 
they regarded Thee as Man alone. 

I shrink with fear and false alarm 

When threatening ills I see, 
As though, in time of need. Thine arm 

No more could shelter me ; 
As though Thou couldst not see the grief, 

That makes my courage quail, 
As though Thou wouldat not aeiiA. xf^\«>^^ 

When human helpers tsoV. 
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Cannot Thy might avert, e'en now, 

What seems my certain doom, 
And still with light and succour bow 

To him who weeps in gloom ? 
Art Thou not evermore the same ? 

And hast Thou not revealed 
That Thou wilt be our strength — Thy Name 

Our tower of hope, our shield ? 



CHAPTER V. 

1 And they came over unto the other side of the 
sea, into the country of the Gadarenes. 

2 And when He was come out of the ship, imme- 
diately there met Him out of the tombs a man with 
an unclean spirit, 

From S. Matthew (viii. 28) we learn that there were two pos- 
sessed with devils ; but the Holt Spibit taught S. Mark to make 
mention of this one only, perhaps because he was the most noto- 
rious of the two, from being the most savage and untameable. 

The tombs of that country, it should be remembered, were 
chambers hollowed out of the rocks. 

3 Who had his dwelling among the tombs ; and no 
man could bind him, no, not with chains : 

4 Because that he had been often bound with fetters 
and chains, and the chains had been plucked asunder 
by him, and the fetters broken in pieces : neither could 
any man tame him. 

. 5 And always, night and day, he was in the moun- 
tains, and in the tombs, crying, and cutting himself 
with stones. 

A sad picture, truly, of one who had been created in the image 
of God, DOW degraded far below even tV\© beaeta tVi«it. ^etiah ; de- 
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prived of all reason, shunned by all men, — for no man dared pass 
where he was — dwelling in lonely and loathsome places ; of. enor- 
mous brute strength, but using it only to injure himself or others ; 
— to this Satan had brought him, and to this, and indeed to worse 
than this, Satan will bring those who, going away from God, give 
themselves up to him. Deliver Thou my soul, O Lobd. 

6 But when he saw Jesus afar oflF, he ran and wor- 
shipped Him, 

This worship was, of course, but a mere outward falling down 
before our Lobd. The constraining power of the Loed Jesus 
had brought the evil spirit into His Presence, doubtless against 
his own will ; even as, at the last great day, the wicked will be 
raised from their graves to meet Him, while they cry in vain to 
the mountains and rocks, " Fall on us, and hide us from the face 
of Him Who sitteth upon the Throne, and from the wrath of the 
Lamb V* 

7 And cried with a loud voice, and said. What have 
I to do with Thee, Jesus, Thou Son of the Most High 
God ? I adjure Thee by God, that Thou torment me 
not. 

8 For He said unto him, Come out of the man, 
thou unclean spirit. 

Observe here, in this awful scene, first, hov^r the unhappy man 
speaks as if he were actually a devil, and not a man ; speaks as 
his own great enemy, so entirely was he possessed by, and one 
with, the unclean spirit : secondly, how the devil's cry was, not 
only one of utter despair, *' What have I to do with Thee ?" but 
also one of exceeding fear, "I beseech Thee, torment me not:*' 
and thirdly, observe wherein the torment to the evil spirit lay ; 
partly, no doubt, in the very presence of the All-holy One ; partly, 
m the feeling that he must obey God's bidding, and quit his 
wretched prey, in whose misery he had found his pleasure ; partly 
also in the fear (as we learn from S. Matthew) that his final con- 
demnation had come, for he seems to have known of the one 
coming of Chbist only, that in awful Majesty, to \\iA.<^ "^^ ^^^^ 
and the dead : he knew, as it appeaxed, \io'0[iv^V-^'^^ Ss^.^^^^ 
couJd hep — of His coming in love and gT©8t\» V\i\fiSC\^l . 
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9 And He asked him, What is thy name ? And he 
answered, saying. My name is Legion: for we are 
many. 

Our LoBB asks this question, that those about Him might leara, 
not only something of the devil's will and nature, but also some- 
thing of His own divine power, when they saw Him, One Being, 
with perfect mastery over so many ; for a legion was more than 
six thousand. 

10 And he besought Him much that He would 
not send them away out of the country. 

The country here means the world ; for S. Luke says that their 
prayer was " that He would not command them to go out into the 
deep,'* — that is, ** the bottomless pit,'' their own place. 

1 1 Now there was there nigh unto the mountains a 
great herd of swine feeding. 

12 And all the devils besought Him, saying, Send 
us into the swine, that we may enter into them. 

It may be asked, " Why did the devils make this petition P" 
Partly, no doubt, that they might escape from the immediate, 
visible Presence of the All-holy One, the Incarnate G-od ; partly, 
also, in order that, by destroying these animals, they might pre- 
judice their owners against Him Who alone could be their Sa- 
viouE ; in which accursed purpose we shall find, presently, they 
succeeded : see verse 17. 

13 And forthwith Jesus gave them leave. 

"For without Thy permission, O Almighty Master, they could 
not enter even into swine, for Thy tender mercies are over all Thy 
works ; nay, they could not so much as depart from before Thee. 

And the unclean spirits went out, and entered into 
the swine : and the herd ran violently down a steep 
place into the sea, (they were about two thousand ;) 
and were choked in the sea. 

In this, their death, we may observe, these swine fulfilled the 
end for which Q-OD had created them : they, aa ©vet'^tYmi^ eAae, were 
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created for Q-od*s glory, and to minister to the salvation of man. 
And if men learn, from their destruction here recorded, either the 
terrible malice of the unclean devils ; or the certain end of those 
who live unclean lives, that, — unless they repent, they will one day * 
be wholly possessed by devils, and be forever punished with them — 
then these swine have accomplished, at all events in some measure, 
the object for which they were made, and GrOD has gained glory 
through them. " Thou art worthy, O Lobd, to receive glory, ana 
honour, and power ; for Thou hast created all things, and for Thy 
pleasure they are and were created.'* 

14 And they that fed the swine fled, and told it in 
the city, and in the country. 

They fled, probably in fear lest some similar destruction should 
fall on them ; but "they were afraid where no fear was." 

And they went out to see what it was that was done. 

15 And they come to Jesus, and see him that was 
possessed with the devil, and had the legion, sitting, and 
clothed, and in his right mind : and they were afraid. 

They find him calmly sitting, who before had been so exceed- 
ingly wild and savage ; and clothed, who before had been naked ; 
and truly in his right mind, for he is sitting at the feet of Jesus.^ 

16 And they that saw it told them how it befell to 
him that was possessed with the devil, and also con- 
cerning the swine. 

17 And they began to pray Him to depart out of 
their coasts. 

They seem to have overlooked the mercy which healed the man, 
and to have felt only the loss of the swine ; and, fearing further 
losses, they prayed our Lobd to depart : and so men are found 
to sacrifice even their salvation to the prospect of some small 
earthly gain. " But what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain 
the whole world, and lose his own soul ?" 

18 And when He was come into tl\ft '^V^cc^ ^ V^ '^^s^sJjs. 

» S. L.\iVeNm.^T— "2»^. 
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had been possessed with the devil prayed Him that he 
might be with Him. 

Very natural indeed is his desire to be with his Lobd. ** It is 
He That hath delivered Mj soul in peace from the battle that was 
against Me, for there were many with Me." But as yet he knew 
Him not : he knew not that, absent as well as present, so far as 
His visible Person is concerned, He still can be, and He alone, 
the Guardian and Preserver of His people. " Trust thou in the 
Lobd, and be doing good ; dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt 
be fed." 

God liveth ever ! 
Wherefore, soul, despair thou never ! 
He Who can earth and heaven control, 

Who spreads the clouds o'er sea and land, 
Whose Presence fills the mighty Whole, 
In each true heart is close at hand ; 

Love Him, He will surely send 

Help and joy that never end : 

Soul, remember in thy pains, 

God o'er all for ever reigns. 

19 Howbeit Jesus suffered him not, but saith unto 
him, Go home to thy friends, and tell them how great 
things the Lord hath done for thee, and hath had 
compassion on thee. 

It should be observed that thia is the only instance in which 
our Lobd expressly desires that His mercy should be made known. 
On all other occasions of healing, His charge was, in effect, " See 
that no man know it." The reason may be, that here He was 
amongst the heathen, who had been given no previous means of 
recognising Him, under His human nature : to them, therefore, 
this miracle might have been as the first ray of light upon their 
darkness ; and, from the fact of His giving this charge, it seems 
probable that such was His will. The Jews, on the other hand, 
had the ** oracles of God," which testified of Him ; but they loved 
darkness rather than light, and would not receive Him. From 
them, therefore, He rather concealed His works, lest they should 
prove additional condemnation of them. 

20 And he departed, and began to pubhsh in De- 
capolis how great things Jesus had done for him : and 

al] men did marvel 
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Thus was lie saying with the prophet, " Come hither and 
hearken, all ye that fear God, and I will tell you what He hath 
done for my soul." And as it was with him, so may it be with 
me also, through Thy loving pity, O Lobd Jesu. ** Make me a 
clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me." " Give 
me the comfort of Thy help again, and stablish me with Thy free 
Spirit. Then shall I teach Thy ways unto the wicked, and sinners 
shall be converted unto Thee." 

21 And when Jesus was passed over again by ship 
unto the other side, much people gathered unto Him : 
and He was nigh unto the sea. 

It was on this occasion, while He was " on the other side," that 
He was present at the feast given by S. Matthew, as that Evan- 
gelist relates, ix. 10. And while the blessed Jesus is in the 
house, and even at the table, Jairus comes to Him. 

22 And, behold, there cometh one of the rulers of 
the synagogue, Jairus by name; and when he saw 
Him, he fell at His feet, 

23 And besought Him greatly, saying. My little 
daughter lieth at the point of death : / pray Thee^ 
come and lay Thy hands on her, that she may be 
healed ; and she shall live. 

24 And Jesus went with him ; 

Our Lobd did exactly what the faith of the ruler had led him 
to ask. And so He ever did. Wouldst thou obtain large gifts 
from God, seek to have large faith : believe that He of Whom 
thou askest is Almighty, then ask what is worthy of Him. " Open 
thy mouth wide, and I shall fill it." 

Observe also here how our Divine Master's practice confirms 
His sayings : He had been telling how He loved mercy (see S. 
Matt. ix. 11 — 13) ; and now, on a mission of mercy. He rises from 
the table, and leaves many, to go with the distressed and anxious 
father. 

and much people followed Him, and thronged HIccl. 

25 And a certain woman, '^\ivdtv V*^^ ^\v Ss^^n^^ ^ 
\>\ood twelve yearSy 
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26 And had suffered many things of many phy- 
sicians, and had spent all that she had, and was no- 
thing bettered, but rather grew worse, 

27 When she had heard of Jesus, came in the press 
behind, and touched His garment. 

28 For she said, If I may touch but His clothes, I 
shall be whole. 

She had very great faith, and therefore she sought but to touch 
His robe ; and her great faith had made her verj humble, (as it 
ever does those who have it,) and therefore she came behind Him. 
It should, however, be observed that the nature of her disease had 
made her unclean — Lev. xv. 25 — 27 — and therefore she may have 
feared to come openly before the people. 

29 And straightway the fountain of her blood was 
dried up ; and she felt in her body that she was healed 
of that plague. 

30 And Jesus, immediately' knowing in Himself 
that virtue had gone out of Him, 

He knew it, for He had so willed ; only according to His will, 
could this healing power have gone forth from Him ; even as He 
knew who it was that touched Him, for He had Himself planted 
in her heart the seed of faith, and watered it, and made it to bear 
fruit, and brought her at that very moment where she could touch 
Him. 

turned Him about in the press, and said, Who touched 
My clothes ? 

He asks the question that He might prove to the woman, and 
to the people about Him, that all things, even the intention with 
which we put forth our hands, are open and known to Him ; also 
that He might reward her faith with the loving name of Daughter, 
and set her forth as an example to us all, of the spirit in which 
we should draw near to Him — humble, trusting, fearless faith. 
" LoBD, increase our faith." 

^/ And His disciples said unto Him, Thou seest 
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the multitude thronging Thee, and sayest Thou, Who 
touched Me ? 

Observe, how our being blessed depends not simply on actual 
contact with our Lord, but on the spirit and intention with which 
we draw near and touch Him. Many touched Him that day, and 
gained no good by doing so, because they did it not in faith ; 
with them, therefore, it was but rude and irreverent thronging and 
pressing ; not so with the poor suffering woman, she drew near with 
faith, and gained a blessing both for body and soul^ So it is still, 
many may throng Him, faith only can touch Him, so as to receive 
a blessing. " When thou therefore goest up to the reverent Com- 
munion, look up with faith upon the holy Body and Blood of thy 
God; marvel with reverence; touch ft with thy mind; receive 
It with the hand of thy heart ; and take It fully with thy inward 
man ; so shalt thou receive, not the figure, but the truth ; not 
the shadow, but the Body ; not to death, but to life. "Which God 
grant us all to do, through the Merits of our Loed and Saviour." 

32 And He looked round about to see her that had 
done this thing. 

33 But the woman fearing and trembling, knowing 
what was done in her, came and fell down before Him, 
and told Him all the truth. 

Pearing and trembling ; for she had, as she may have thought, 
stolen a blessing, and that from One so all-mighty and all-knowing ; 
fearing ; for she felt within herself that a mighty miracle had been 
wrought upon her, and that of itself would cause fear. ** There is 
mercy with Thee, therefore shalt Thou be feared." 

34 And He said unto her. Daughter, Thy faith hath 
made thee whole ; 

What faith was hers ? a living, loving, humble trust. And how 
had it made her whole ? it brought her to Cheist ; and He willed, 
that by means of that hand laid upon His raiment, her disease 
should be cured. 

go in peace, and be whole of thy plague. 

Go in peace, fear and tremble hont \iO \o\i^<et« ^<i^>^cs^\v^>^ 
found rest from that which has been a "^\'ii"ga!b \iR> "^^^^^ ^^^ \sM\<5k^^ 
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weary years : go, for precious as is this bodily ease, a far more 
precious rest thou hast found for thy soul : go with the peace of 
God which passeth all understanding, keeping thy heart and mind 
in Me, thy Sayioub and thy GrOD. So speak Thou to me also, 
LoBD Jesu, in Thine own way and time. 

35 While He yet spake, there came from the ruler 
of the synagogue's house certain which said, Thy 
daughter is dead : why troublest thou the Master any 
further ? 

36 As soon as Jesus heard the word that was 
spoken, He saith unto the ruler of the synagogue, Be 
not afraid, only believ?. 

Thus lovingly, and at once, does the Blessed Jestts support 
the ruler's faith, which may have been, and probably was, failing 
under the heavy blow of those sad words — " Thy daughter is dead." 
And under the no less heavy discouragement contained in the 
rest of the message ; implying — but oh, how falsely — that Chbist 
was One Who could heal the sick, but could not raise the dead. 

37 And He suffered no man to follow Him, save 
Peter, and James, and John the brother of James. 

38 And He cometh to the house of the ruler of the 
synagogue, and seeth the tumult, and them that wept 
and wailed greatly. 

These were the hired mourners of whom we read in many parts 
of the Old Testament, as in 2 Ohron. xxxv. 25 ; Jer. ix. 17, 18 ; 
Amos V. 16. 

39 And when He was come in, He saith unto them, 
Why make ye this ado, and weep ? the damsel is not 
dead, but sleepeth. 

And yet she had died ; and so in some sense she was dead, and 
was not dead : she was dead to man : she was only sleeping, to 
the GoD-Man : she was dead, for her spirit had left the body ; 
she was only sleeping, for He was about to call that spirit back. 

40 And they laughed Him to scorn. 
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Therefore, being scoffers, He did not allow them to be eye-wit- 
nesses of the miracle. 

But when He had put thetn all out, He taketh the 
father and the mother of the damsel, and them that 
were with Him, and entereth in where the damsel was 
lying. 

41 And He took the damsel by the hand, and said 
unto her, Talitha cumi ; which is, being interpreted, 
Damsel, I say unto thee, arise. 

42 And straightway the damsel arose, and walked ; 

She was raised, not only from death unto life, but from death 
to, apparently, perfect health and strength; for "He doeth all 
things well;" "The right hand of the Lord hath the pre- 
eminence, the right hand of the Loed bringeth mighty things to 
pass." 

for she was of the age of twelve years. And they 
were astonished with a great astonishment. 

43 And He charged them straitly that no man 
should know it; and commanded that something 
should be given her to eat. 



CHAPTER VI. 

1 And He went out from thence, and came into 
His own country; and His disciples follow Him. 

His own country here, means Nazareth, where He had been 
brought up ; where He had been treated with such indignity and 
inhumanity, (S. Luke iv. 29,) and where the Blessed Virgin 
Mother still lived, though apparently S. Joseph waa gky^ ^^^^. 

2 And when the SabbatVi I>^^ ^^^ e.o\sv^^^^^^^^'^^ 



48 S. HABK TI. 3. 

to teach in the synagogue : and many hearing Him 
were astonished, saying, From whence hath this Man 
these things ? and what wisdom is this which is given 
unto Him, that even such mighty works are wrought 
by His hands ? 

" Wisdom" indeed, for He was the very Wisdom of the Eternal 
Father, yea, and Wisdom Itself: and He has been made Wis- 
dom unto all Goi)*s children; yet, inasmuch as He was Man, 
Wisdom had been given to Him ; it was His Fatheb's gracious 
gift, for ** He grew in wisdom" as He grew " in stature." And well 
might they speak of Thy marvellous works, for hadst not Thou 
created heaven and earth, and all things therein ? and wast not 
Thou then, as now, upholding them all by the power of Thy word ? 
" When I consider the heavens, even the works of Thy fingers, 
the moon and the stars which Thou hast ordained, Lobd, what is 
man that Thou art mindful of him, and the son of man that Thou 
visitest him P" But in this case the marvellous works were the 
miracles He had been working. 

3 Is not this the carpenter, the Son of Mary, the 
Brother of James, and Joses, and of Juda, and Simon ? 
and are not His sisters here with us ? 

These were our Lord's cousins, according to the flesh : the 
Jews were in the habit of calling near relations, brothers and 
sisters. 

The Blessed One is called the Carpenter; for doubtless He 
worked, as poor men must work, for His bread. Of Him, the last 
Adam in His human nature, it might reverently be said, as it was 
said in punishment to the first Adam, " In the sweat of Thy brow 
shalt Tbou eat bread." So truly and so thoroughly had He, ** the 
Everlasting Father, the Mighty God," taken man's nature to 
Himself, and man's sad portion for His portion. Oh awful, 
blessed mystery. 

And they were offended at Him. 

That is to say, they refused to believe in Him, their only reason 
being, because they were familiar with His earthly relatives, who 
were in a poor and humble condition ; as indeed, so far as this 
fFoM was concerned, He was Himself. ** Though. He was rich, 
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yet for oar sakes He became poor.*' Alas for man's pride, and 
ignorance, and worldliness. 

4 But Jesus said unto them, A prophet is not with- 
out honour, but in his own country, and among his 
own kin, and in his own house. 

By " his own house" our Loed seems to allude specially to His 
near relations, for it is said, " Neither did His brethren believe 
in Him." (S. John vii. 5.) The general meaning of the verse is. 
When men become familiar with God's ministers, they often for- 
get that they are Gon's ministers, and look upon them as ordinary 
men. 

5 And He could there do no mighty work, save 
that He laid His hands upon a few sick folk, and healed 
them. 

He could do no work, because He ever required faith in those 
who came to Him, as the condition of receiving His blessing. 
This faith in Him the people of Nazareth had not, and therefore, 
in accordance with the law whereby He was pleased to rule Him- 
self, He could do nothing for them. 

6 And He marvelled because of their unbelief. 

Por they had heard of His mighty works, nay, they had actually 
seen them, and yet they had no faith. 

And He went round about the villages, teaching. 

7 And He called unto Him the twelve, and began 
to send them forth by two and two ; and gave them 
power over unclean spirits ; 

8 And commanded them that they should take no- 
thing for their journey, save a staff only ; 

This may have been what is called a " pastoral staff," the out- 
ward symbol of their Apostolic authority, answering to the rod 
which Moses was commanded to take with him into Egypt (Ex. 
iv. 17) : and so it differs from the staves, the ordinary helps to a 
walking journey, which S. Matthew (x. 10) tells us they were not 
to take. 

no scrip, no bread, no mot\ey \w tUexr ^\ix^'e.\ 
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9 But be shod with sandals ; and not put on two 
coats. 

10 And He said unto them, In what place soever 
ye enter into an house, there abide till ye depart from 
that place. 

1 1 And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear 
you, when ye depart thence, shake oflF the dust under 
your feet for a testimony against them.* Verily I say 
unto you. It shall be more tolerable for Sodom and 
Gomorrha in the day of judgment, than for that city. 

For the guilty cities of the plain never had G-od's love so 
brought home to them as had the Jewish cities, when the Apos- 
tles came to them ; there was therefore less excuse for these 
latter. 

This action of shaking off the dust seems to be the foreshadow- 
ing of G-on's judgments. The unbelieving cities, if they con- 
tinued in their unbelief, would be, in God*s sight vile and worth- 
less as the dust, in itself unclean and defiling, and as dust would 
be shaken off by Him. 

The instructions which our Divine Master gave to His Apostles, 
are more fully recorded by S. Matthew and S. Luke ; it may be 
sufficient to mention here the general object of those recorded 
by S. Mark ; which was first, to teach the Apostles themselves to 
look up to Him for the supply of all their wants, and to depend 
upon His unseen but ever present care and love. And secondly, 
to teach the people to whom they were sent, that they had no 
earthly end to gain by their mission of love ; that they sought not 
theirs but them : and at the same time to give them the privilege, 
for such it really is, of spending freely of their substance in the 
support of God's ministers. 

12 And they went out, and preached that men 
should repent. 

13 And they cast out many devils, and anointed 
with oil many that were sick, and healed them. 

1 4 And king Herod heard of Him ; (for His Name 

' Acts x\ii. 51. 
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was spread abroad :) and he said, That Joha the Bap- 
tist was risen from the dead, and therefore mighty 
works do show forth themselves in him. 

] 5 Others said, That it is Elias. And others said, 
That it is a prophet, or as one of the prophets. 

16 But when Herod heard thereof ^ he said. It is 
John, whom I beheaded : he is risen from the dead. 

It was his guilty, and because guilty, alarmed and trembling 
conscience, which drove king Herod thus to speak ; for he was 
one of those proud and scoffing Sadducees, who refused to believe 
in the resurrection of the dead : and to this unbelief surely may 
be traced all his hardness of heart, and cruelty, and his strange 
mixture of fear and profane curiosity (S. Luke xxiii. 8), and his 
sensual, libertine life. Lord, we beseech Thee to keep us in Thy 
true religion, in the true faith, and in holy fear and love, that we 
may be saved from the snares of the world, the flesh, and the 
devil, and reach our heavenly home and be with Thee for ever, 
where with the Patheb and the Holt G-host, Thou livest and 
reignest, One God, blessed for evermore. 

17 For Herod himself had sent forth and laid hold 
upon John, and bound him in prison for Herodias' 
sake, his brother Philip's wife : for he had married her. 

18 For John had said unto Herod, It is not lawful 
for thee to have thy brother's wife.* 

"Had said "is, properly, " had repeatedly said:" often therefore 
the holy Baptist had rebuked the guilty king: doubtless this it 
was, which had kept alive the fierce hatred of Herodias. 

19 Therefore Herodias had a quarrel against him, 
and would have killed him ; but she could not : 

20 For Herod feared John, knowing that he was a 
just man, and an holy, and observed him ; and when 
he heard him, he did many things, and heard him 
gladly. 

^ Lev. x.^i^« \^. 
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The words " observed him," might be translated " kept bim 
safely," and therefore it was that Herodias could not kill him. 

Consider here, O Christian, what thou art told of Herod : he 
was one who loved to hear sermons ; in many things he obeyed 
the preacher, he even protected and saved the man of God from 
his enemies ; but he kept in his heart the one great sin of guilty 
love, and through that guilty love Satan led him on, first, to 
murder GaD*s Saint, whom he himself acknowledged to be a 
Saint, and aflber a while, to mock and set at nought our Lobd 
Himself. Truly in much love has the warning been given to 
us, ** If thy hand or thy foot offend thee, cut them off, and cast 
them from thee." 

21 And when a convenient day was come, 

Convenient for the incestuous queen to obtain her purpose, 

that Herod on his birthday made a supper to his lords, 
high captains, and chief estates of Galilee ; 

22 And when the daughter of the said Herodias 
came in, and danced, and pleased Herod and them that 
sat with him, the king said unto the damsel. Ask of 
me whatsoever thou wilt, and I will give it thee. 

23 Arid he sware unto her, Whatsoever thou shalt 
ask of me, I will give it thee, unto the half of my 
kingdom. 

24 And she went forth, and said unto her mother, 
"What shall I ask ? And she said. The head of John 
the Baptist. 

26 And she came in straightway with haste unto 
the king, and asked, saying, I will that thou give me 
by and by in a charger the head of John the Baptist. 

She came with haste, hence she seems to have shared her mo- 
ther's quarrel : but was she not one of those of whom God has 
said, *' Their feet are swift to shed blood : destruction and un hap- 
piness are in their way, and the way of peace have they not known ; 
there is no fear of God before their eyes :" " eating up My people 
as it were bread ?" Alas, how often are we keen and quick in the 
pursuit of that which will ultimately prove our ruin ; how slow 
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and uncertain are our steps, in the way that leadeth to everlasting 
life. But as for me, my God, ** I will run the way of Thy com- 
mandments when Thou hast set my heart at liberty." 

26 And the king was exceeding sorry ; 

He was sorry, not on account of the sinful oath he had sworn, 
nor yet for being obliged, as he thought, to put one of God's 
saints to death, but for having to do what he knew would dis- 
please the people, ** for all men counted John, that he was a pro- 
phet indeed." Perhaps also he may by this time have felt, that, 
as regards S. John the Baptist, he had been outwitted by He- 
rodias and her daughter. 

yet for his oath's sake, and for their sakes which sat 
with him, he would not reject her. 

But this was an oath which ought to have been broken. It is 
a mistake to suppose that every oath, of whatever nature, must 
under all circumstances be kept : some oaths there are which 
ought never to be sworn : if, however, they be sworn, the keeping 
of them is but adding sin to sin ; such an oath was this of Herod's. 

27 And immediately the king sent an executioner, 
and commanded his head to be brought : and he went 
and beheaded him in the prison, 

Why, it may be asked, did he send " immediately,*^ when we are 
told that for some time he had kept the Baptist safe, and more- 
over, that he was sorry to slay him P It may have been that the 
beauty of the wretched dancer inflamed his heart, and that he was 
heated with wine, and had become reckless and daring ; and that 
he wanted to show — oh, saddest of all sights ! — that he was not 
afraid to sin, even against his own conscience, and against truth 
and innocence, yea, and against God. Well indeed may we poor 
weak creatures pray, saying, '^ Lead us not into temptation ;" but 
if Thou dost permit us to be tempted, leave us not to ourselves, 
watch over us and keep us, hide us under the shadow of Thy 
wings, let ** Thy strength be made perfect in our weakness." 

28 And brought his head in a charger, and gave it 
to the damsel : and the damsel gave it. ic^ V^^\L-«v^^^j^»Kt- 

Thus he who was " greatest amox^^ ^^^^ ^^"^ ^'^ ^^^^-^^ ^ 
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women/' died by a death degrading in our eyes, at the will of an 
incestuous man, to gratify an adulterous woman and her daughter ; 
a sacrifice to retenge, and lust, and false honour : and God per- 
mitted this, because He knew the joys that He had prepared for 
His servant, and that His servant's heart was set on thdse joys ; 
perhaps also to teach us, that it matters nothing how or when we 
die, provided only we die in God*s love and favour. 

• 

Oh ! what, if we are Christ's, 
Is earthly shame or loss ? 
Bright shaU the crown of glory be 
When we have borne the Cross. 

Keen was the trial once, 
Bitter the cap of woe, 
When martyred saints baptized in blood , 
Christ's safferings shared below. 

Bright is their glory now, 
Boundless their joy above. 
Where, on the bosom of their God 
They rest in perfect love. 

Lord 1 may that grace be oars, 
Ever, like them, to bear 
All that of sorrow, grief, or pain, 
May be our portion here. 

Enough if Thou at last 
The word of blessing give ; 
And let us rest beneath Thy feet, 

Where Saints and Angels live. Am6li. 

29 And when his disciples heard of it, they came 
and took up his corpse, and laid it in a tomb. 

And thus Christians deposit their departed friends calmly and 
thoughtfully in faith and hope ; not ceasing to love and remember 
that which once lived among them, but marking the place where 
it lies, as believing that Gtojy has set His seal upon it, and that 
His angels guard it : and their words to the Lobb Jesxtb are, 
" We give Thee hearty thanks that it hath pleased Thee to de- 
liver this our brother out of the miseries of this sinful world ; be- 
seeching Thee, that it may please Thee, of Thy gracious goodness, 
shortly to accomplish the number of Thine elect, and to hasten 
Thy kingdom ; that we, with all those that are departed in the true 
faith of Thy holy Name, may have our perfect consummation 
and bliss, both in body and soul, in Thy eternal and everlasting 
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30 And the apostles gathered themselves together 
unto Jesus, and told Him all things, both what they 
had done, and what they had taught. 

31 And He said unto them. Come ye yourselves 
apart into a desert place, and rest a while : for there 
were many coming and going, and they had no leisure 
so much as to eat. 

32 And they departed into a desert place by ship 
privately. 

33 And the people saw them departing, and many 
knew Him, and ran afoot thither out of all cities, and 
outwent them, and came together unto Him. 

So then neither the care for things at home; nor fear of danger 
abroad ; neither the length of the journey, nor want of food or 
lodging ; neither the fear of the Scribes and Pharisees, nor any 
earthly consideration, was able to keep these people from seeking 
after Chbist. God grant us so to seek, that we may find Him, 
that these may not rise up against us at the last day, and con- 
demn us. 

34 And Jesus, when He came out. 

That is, out of His retirement in the desert place ; but it may 
also mean, out of the ship. 

saw much people, and was moved with compassion to- 
wards them, because they were as sheep not having a 
shepherd :^ and He began to teach them many things. 

35 And when the day was now far spent. His dis- 
ciples came unto Him, and said, This is a desert place, 
and now the time is far passed : 

36 Send them away, that they may go into the 
country round about, and into the villages, and buy 
themselves bread : for they have nothing to eat. 

They knew not, O Loed jEsr^ that ^\i«G. ^'^ "^^w^. cs^^^asa^ 

^ Jcr, 'xxui. \ — &. 
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Thine hand Thou fiUest all things living with plenteousness :" 
neither did they know that it was Thou Who hadst fed their 
fathers in the wilderness, a far greater numher, and for many 
years : neither did they know, as yet, that " in Thy presence is 
the fulness of joy," or surely they would not have said, " Send 
them away," either for food or for anything else. 

37 He answered and said unto them, Give ye them 
to eat. And they say unto Him, Shall we go and buy 
two hundred pennyworth of bread, and give them to 
eat? 

38 He saith unto them, How many loaves have ye ? 
go and see. And when they knew, they say. Five, 
and two fishes. 

Our LoBD knew, of course, what provisions His disciples had ; 
but He asked the question, and was told, in order that the fact 
might be clearly known, that with that provision He fed five 
thousand men, besides women and children : partly also to bring 
forcibly before His Apostles, that although they were the dis- 
pensers of the miraculously provided food, and so fellow workers 
with Him, they were yet but His servants, giving to the people 
what He provided. Doubtless He meant also that they should 
learn the great lesson, that while they were with Him, or doing 
His work, they migh't lean with sure confidence upon Him, for 
the supply of all their wants. 

39 And He commanded them to make all sit down 
by companies upon the green grass. 

40 And they sat down in ranks, by hundreds, and 
by fifties. 

Here we see one large body made up of many small ones, a type 
of the one Catholic Church, consisting of many particular Churcnes, 
— that is, those bodies who have Apostles or Bishops ministering 
to them the gracious gifts which the great Head of the Church 
Himself provides. 

41 And when He had taken the five loaves and the 
two fishes, He looked up to heaven, 

This, though equal to the Pathee, He 4\A, Vfc m«L^ \ie,to eIlow 
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that His will was wholly one with the Eatheb's ; but it may also 
have been to teach us to ''seek our meat from God." 

and blessed. 

It was this blessing that multiplied the food. !N'ot that the 
five loaves and the two fishes ever became more loaves and more 
fishes ; it was rather that, in our Lobd*s hands, and by virtue of 
His blessing, the original loaves and fishes, like the widow^s barrel 
of meal and cruse of oil, " wasted not," 1 Kings xvii. 14, 16. In 
this respect they were a true type of the Bread Which cometh 
down from heaven, Which the Eternal High Priest brake once 
upon the altar of the Cross, and which is now being given by the 
Apostles to QoD*s children throughout the world, and will never 
fail. 

and brake the loaves, and gave them to His disciples 
to set before them; and the two fishes divided He 
among them all. 

42 And they did all eat, and were filled. 

Even as He had said by His Spibit in old time, " The poor 
shall eat and be satisfied : they that seek after the Lobb shall 
praise Him." 

43 And they took up twelve baskets full of the 
fragments, and of the fishes. 

44 And they that did eat of the loaves were about 
five thousand men. 

The number was really much greater^ for S. Matthew adds, 
'' besides women and children." 

45 And straightway He constrained His disciples 
to get into the ship, and to go to the other side before 
unto Bethsaida, while He sent away the people. 

He "constrained" them, for most naturally they were unwilling 
to leave One, Who had proved Himself so loving and so mighty, 
yea, All-loving, O Lobd Jesu, and All-mighty. Moreover, the^ 
may have seen that " the wind was conttflit'^ \»o NiXi<eTOLV ^>»^ ^^s^- 
sequently that there would be laatd ^otV iot >iXi^m\\i^'«^^^=^'*^^ 
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is Tery possible they knew that the people were now deairoas 
to make their Master a King, (see S. John vi. 15,) and they (not 
as yet knowing that He was a King, even the King of kings) 
naturally wished to share with Him the earthly glory they believed 
at hand. 

Observe, it was not the people generally whom our Lobd sent 
into apparent danger, to labour on the lake : it was only His dis- 
ciples ; for •* whom the Lobd loveth, He chasteneth." 

46 And when He had sent them away, He departed 
into a mountain to pray. 

47 And when even was come, the ship was in the 
midst of the sea, and He alone on the land. 

48 And He saw them toiling in rowing ; for the 
wind was contrary unto them : 

Yet He did not come to them at once ; for He would teach 
them *^ patient continuance" in doing what He had given them to 
do. When it is good for them, — when they feel their sore need 
of Him, — when they become aware that there is no one else to 
whom they can go, — then will He speak peace to them : and so 
does He deal with His members now. 

The boat into which our Lobd had sent His disciples, wherein 
they were toiling in rowing, and contending with contrary winds, 
is a figure of His Catholic Church, which, amidst the beating 
waves of this troublesome world, and the opposing blasts of hateful 
and hating spirits, is ever labouring for '^ the rest which remaineth 
for the people of God," pressing onward ** to the haven where it 
would be," and sure at last through God's mercy to reach it. 

and about the fourth watch of the night 

That is, between three and six in the morning. 

He cometh unto them, walking upon the sea, 

Por He it is **Who alone spreadeth out the heavens, and 
treadeth upon the waves of the sea," (Job ix. 8.) " Thy way is in 
the sea, and Thy paths in the great waters/' (Fs. Ixxvii. 19.) 

and would have passed by them. 
JBvan BO, after His resurrection, He made aa though He would 
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gone further, when He went wifch two of His disciples to 
aus ; but as He did so then, only that they might constrain 
saying, " Abide with us," even so now He makes as though 
rould have passed by, only that they might in their fear cry 
DD, and cry earnestly, and so gain Him. 

? But when they saw Him walking upon the sea, 
supposed it had been a spirit, and cried out : 

For they all saw Him, and were troubled. And 
lediately He talked with them, 

immediately,*' for He hath said, " While they are yet speaking 

1 hear." (Isa. Ixv. 24.) " The poor crieth,. and the Lobd 
ith him, and saveth him out of all his troubles." 

saith unto them. Be of good cheer : it is I ; be 
afraid. 

t is I," or " I AM," '* the fearful and glorious name" which 
Llmighty has taken to Himself. 

I And He went up unto them into the ship ; and 
wind ceased : 

Fierce was the wild billow, 

Dark was the night. 
Oars laboured heavily, 

Foam glimmered white, 
Mariners trembled, 

Peril was nigh. 
Then said the God of God, 

"Peace! It is I." 

Ridge of the mountain-wave, 

Lower thy crest ! 
Wail of Euroclydon, 

Be thou at rest ! 
Peril can none be, 

Sorrow must fly. 
Where saith the Light of Light, 

''Peace I It is I!" 

Jesu, Deliverer ! 

Come Thou to me : 
Soothe Thou tn^ NO'ja^xxv^ 

Over life's seaX 
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Thou, when the storm of death 

Roars sweeping by. 
Whisper, O Truth of truth, 

"Peace! Itisi!'' 

and they were sore amazed in themselves beyond 
measure, and wondered. 

52 For they considered not the miracle of the loaves : 
for then* heart was hardened. 

This does not mean wilfully hardened, but that they were " slow 
to believe," as was the case with some even after the resurrection. 
(S. Luke xxiv. 25.) 

53 And when they had passed over, they came into 
the land of Gennesaret, and drew to the shore. 

54 And when they were come out of the ship, 
straightway they knew Him, 

« They," that is, " the men of that place." 

55 And ran through that whole region round about, 
and began to carry about in beds those that were sick, 
where they heard He was. 

56 And whithersoever He entered, into villages, or 
cities, or country, they laid the sick in the streets, and 
besought Him that they might touch if it were but the 
border of His garment : and as many as touched Him 
were made whole. 

For the virtue that went out of Him, when He so willed it, 
went down even to the skirts of His clothing. Yea, blessed Lobd 
and Sayioue, to these diseased bodies the touch of Thy raiment 
brought healing and life, grant to us that we may find healing and 
life for our souls, in touching, yea, rather, in feeding upon, Thy 
" Flesh, Which is meat indeed, and Thy Blood, "Which is drink in- 
deed. Which Thou givest for the life of the world." " Oh taste and 
see how gracious the Lobd is : blessed is the man that trusteth 
in Him." 
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CHAPTER VII. 

1 Then carae together unto Him the Pharisees, and 
certain of the Scribes, which carae from Jerusalem. 

2 And when they saw some of His disciples eat 
bread with defiled, that is to say, with unwashen 
hands, they found fault. 

3 For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, except they 
wash their hands oft, eat not, holding the tradition of 
the elders. 

"The tradition," that is, the custom, which had been handed 
down to them from their fathers, and which thej esteemed more 
highly than the Word of God ; for in some cases they compared 
the latter to water, and the tradition of the elders, to wine. 

4 And when they come from the market, except they 
wash, they eat not. And many other things there be, 
which they have received to hold, as the washing of 
cups, and pots, brazen vessels, and of tables. 

6 Then the Pharisees and Scribes asked Him, Why 
walk not Thy disciples according to the tradition of 
the elders, but eat bread with unwashen hands ? 

To this wretched charge, proceeding with evil purpose, from 
evil hearts, our Lobd does not vouchsafe an answer ; but He pro- 
ceeds to show these cavillers how entirely they had departed from 
what their own royal prophet had said : " I will wash mine hands 
in innocency ;** and, consequently, what they had become in His, 
that is, in God's sight. 

6 He answered and said unto them. Well hath 
Esaias prophesied of you hypocrites, as it is written, 
This people honoureth Me with their lips, but their 
heart is far from Me. 

The worde will be found iu laamVi i.ia^, V^. "^V^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^''^ 

Of 
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tbat God does not require us to honour Him with our lips, for 
He certainly does, but not with our lips only ; His desire is that 
the heart should go along with the lips. *• My son, give Me thine 
heart;" "Let the words of my mouth, and the meditations of 
my heart, be alway acceptable in Thy sight, O Lobd, my Strength, 
and my Eedeemer :" " so will we render the calves of our lips." 

7 Howbeit in vain do they worship Me, teaching/or 
doctrines the commandments of men/ 

The meaning of the Blessed Jesus is, that, so long as we make 
the ideas of men, and not God's will, our rule of life, we cannot 
have any real religion, anything which merits the name of religion : 
we may have the outward show, we cannot have the inward 
reality. 

8 For laying aside the commandment of God, ye 
hold the tradition of men, as the washing of pots and 
cups : and many other such like things ye do. 

Thus they went up to Jerusalem " to purify themselves" before 
the Passover, and yet all the while they were lying in wait for in- 
nocent blood. Thus they refused to enter the house of Pilate, 
fearing " lest they should be defiled ;'* while in their souls they 
were thirsting for their SAViorE's death. Truly ** the heart is 
deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked 1" " Make me a 
clean heart, Q-od, and renew a right spirit within me ; so shall 
I be undefiled and innocent from the great offence." 

It should be observed that these additions made by the Jews, 
to the law, were expressly forbidden in the law. " "Ye shall not 
add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish 
ought from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the Lobd 
your God which I command you." (Deut. iv. 2.) 

9 And He said unto them, Full well ye reject the 
commandment of God, that ye may keep your own 
tradition. 

** Full well ;" that is, thoroughly, entirely. 

10 For Moses said, Honour thy father and thy mo- 

» Titus i. 14. 
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ther ; and, Whoso curseth father or mother, let him 
die the death : 

See Exodus xx. 12 ; and xxi. 17. 

1 1 But ye say, If a man shall say to his father or 
mother, It is Corban, that is to say, a gift, by whatso- 
ever thou mightest be profited by me ; he shall be free. 

1 2 And ye suffer him no more to do ought for his 
father or his mother ; 

13 Making the Word of God of none effect through 
your tradition, which ye have delivered : and many 
such like things do ye. 

It was the custom of the Pharisees, when they could do so, to 
teach the children of the Jews, that it was right to answer their 
parents, if they asked for any of their goods, in some such words 
as these : What thou askest of me id Corban ; that is to say, it is - 
a gift which I have already offered to God. The parents then, 
regarding this property as something sacred, would no longer ask 
for it. In this way the Pharisees deceived the children into neg- 
lecting their parents, while they themselves got possession of the 
goods. It is believed that out of the money thus obtained, the 
chief priests gave the thirty pieces of silver to Judas Iscariot. 
With this practice, utterly at variance with God's law, our Lobd 
here reproaches them. From these words we learn for ourselves, 
that God cannot be honoured by disobedience, neither can any act, 
whereby we devote either ourselves or our substance to His ser- 
vice, be really acceptable to Him, if, in so doing, we go against 
any of His plain commandments. ''Behold, to obey is better 
than sacrifice." 

14 And when He had called all the people unto Him, 
He said unto them. Hearken unto Me every one of 
youy and understand : 

16 There is nothing from without a man, that 
entering into him can defile him : 

Thus He Who gave the Old Law, which divided meats into is-U.-^:^ 
and unclean, here, Himself puts an end ^o >;\i^ ^\>.^^^^ ^^J^ *^^is^ 
portion of the Law. 
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But the things which come out of him, those are they 
that defile the man. 

16 If any man have ears to hear, let him hear. 

17 And when He was entered into the house from 
the people. His disciples asked Him concerning the 
parable. 

It was not that our Loed's words were really a parable : it was 
only that His meaning was not quite clear to His disciples. 

18 And He saith unto them, Are ye so without un- 
derstanding also ? Do ye not perceive, that whatsoever 
thing from without entereth into the man, it cannot 
defile him ; 

19 Because it entereth not into his heart, but into 
the belly, and goeth out into the draught, purging all 
meats ? 

20 And He said. That which cometh out of the man, 
that defileth the man. 

21 For from within, out of the heart of men, pro- 
ceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, 

22 Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lascivi- 
ousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness : 

By ** wickedness" is meant, especially, malice and calumny : bv 
"an evil eye" is meant, envy and jealousy: by ** foolishness" is 
meant, want of thought, or perhaps, wrong thoughts, of God. 

23 All these evil things come from within, and de- 
file the man. 

Hence we learn, that it is within us, in our hearts, that our sin 
has its beginning; — ever since the fall of man, ** every imagination 
of the thoughts of his heart has been only evil continually ;" — and 
though the guilt and the stain of the sin, wherein we were born, was 
washed away in Holy Baptism, yet the inclination to evil remains. 
Hence our continual need to watch and pray. Grant to us, 
therefore, gracious Lobd, that we, bem^ Te^eweTa.te^ wid made 
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Thy children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by 
Thy Holt Spirit. 

24 And from thence He arose, and went into the 
borders of Tyre and Sidon, and entered into an house, 
and would have no man know it : but He could not 
be hid. 

We gather from S. Matthew xv. 21, that this poor woman, of 
whom we are now about to read, came to our Lobd, in the first 
instance, while He was on His way : His entering secretly into 
this house appears therefore to have been done, to escape from 
her importunity ; in reality, it was to lead her on to deeper 
humility, and to more earnest crying unto Him ; for He knew 
that He Himself had sown the seed of faith in her heart, and 
that she would persevere and win His mercy, and that her 
faith be strengthened by the difficulties which He put in her way, 
which also He enabled her to overcome. This desire of our Loed's 
not to be made known, may also have been on account of the people 
of the place, for the time had not yet come for openly preaching 
the Faith to the Gentiles. 

25 For a certain woman, whose young daughter 
had an unclean spirit, heard of Him, and came and fell 
at His feet : 

S. Matthew tells us the very words she spoke, " Have mercy on 
me, LoED, Thou Son of David.** She said, "on me,'* for as- 
suredly she felt that her earthly happiness was bound up in her 
child ; moreover, she may have felt that some past sin of hers had 
caused her daughter*s sufferings. 

26 The woman was a Greek, a Syrophenician by 
nation ; and she besought Him that He would cast 
forth the devil out of her daughter. 

Though a Gentile then, she had faith, both true and deep : such 
faith as filled her with patience, hope, perseverance, and humility ; 
and enabled her to see in One, despised and rejected by the Je^^^ 
none other than the Son of God, ev^n Qtoii ^SA\aaj^. <^S^^^^ 
Thou, Who gavest this faith to her, gwe \x^ \\i^\^'5.,^^'^ ^^ ^"^^ 

a2. 
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know Thee here on earth, and ** have the fruition of Thy glorious 
Godhead" with all Thy Saints hereafter. 

27 But Jesus said unto her. Let the children first 
be filled: for it is not meet to take the children's 
bread, and to cast it unto the dogs. 

Our Sattoue's meauiug seems to be, " the time will come when 
I shall be the Source of spiritual life, and the Support of that life, 
to you Gentiles ; but that time has not yet come, you are still 
' aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the 
covenant of promise.' There are those, who are called God's 
children, to whom the promise of a Satiottb was given ; to them, 
in the first place, I came down from Heaven, and they have the 
first claim upon Me."^ 

Observe in this sentence the great love of the Blessed Jesus, 
in using the word " dogs," thus leading this poor mother on to 
confess that, in His sight, she was nothing else. She humbled 
herself, and " he that humbleth himself shall be exalted." 

28 And she answered and said unto* Him, Yes, 
Lord : yet the dogs under the table eat of the child- 
ren's crumbs. 

The full meaning of this answer is something of this sort : 
" Tea, LoBD, even so, let it be as Thou sayest ; let me be as one 
of the dogs, for the dogs are allowed to gather up the crumbs ; 
and one crumb of that mercy, which Thou showest unto Thine own, 
will be suflScient, yea, more than suflBcient for me." 

29 And He said unto her, For this saying 

That is, for the faith and humility shown in this saying. 

go thy way ; the devil is gone out of thy daughter. 

30 And when she was come to her house, she found 
the devil gone out, and her daughter laid upon the bed. 

So all-powerful is prayer, so does it prevail with the Almighty, 
when it is the prayer of faith, constant, and unwearied. 

Our LoBD delayed to grant this woman's prayer, partly, that 
He might thereby give her a richer blessing ; partly to teach us 

1 S. Matt. X. 5, 6. 
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by her example, though He delay, to tarry for Him, to wait His 
time in loving patience : *^ O tarry thou the Lord's leisure, be 
strong and He shall establish your heart, all ye that put your trust 
in Him." 

31 And again, departing from the coasts of Tyre 
and Sidon, He came unto the sea of Galilee^ through 
the midst of the coasts of Decapolis. 

32 And they bring unto Him one that was deaf, and 
had an impediment in his speech ; and they beseech 
Him to put His hand upon him. 

He was deaf, and therefore he could not have heard of Cheist ; 
he could not speak properly, therefore his friends in their charity 
speak for him : it was their faith therefore, and their prayers appar 
rently, which the Lobd Jesus accepted : though Q-od may have 
given the sufferer faith also. 

33 And He took him aside from the multitude, 

Or, more literally, "He took him to Himself," apart from the 
crowd, who were, probably, unbelievers, or at the best, very im- 
perfect believers. 

and put His fingers into his ears, and He spit, and 
touched his tongue ; 

This He did, perhaps to show that the human flesh which He had, 
in Himself, united to the Divine nature, had itself become by 
virtue of that union, capable of working miracles. In accordance 
with this, is that striking prayer of the Church : " Grant us there- 
fore, gracious Loed, so to eat the Flesh of Thy dear Son, and to 
driuk His Blood, that our sinful bodies may be made clean by His 
Body ; and our souls washed through His most precious Blood.'* 

34 And looking up to heaven, He sighed, and saith 
unto him, Ephphatha, that is, Be opened. 

He looked up, as Man ; He spake, as God ; and, it may be, as 
the GoD-Man, our Example, He sighed ; that we might learn to 
sigh with longing for God's glory when we draw near unto Him. 
Or again. His looking up to heaven may imply the union of His 
will with that of His Father ; His speaking \s3iv5 x\sn.n^ "^S>^ 
own perfect, and, if we may so aay, IBa^ m^^e^'svAecis. ^^^oss%$s.n 
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while His sighing may imply His oneness with that Spirit Which 
'' maketh intercession for us with groauings which cannot be ut- 
tered." 

But this -sighing of our Lobd may have some further meaning; 
it may have been called forth by something in the man himself; or, 
He may have foreseen some consequence of the miracle which has 
not been made known to us ; or, He may have been touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities and been sorrowing over these mani- 
fest tokens of the fall ; or. He maj have been thinking of the deaf 
ears of the heart and its stammenug speech, of which He had the 
outward emblems here before Him. 

35 And straightway his ears were opened, and the 
string of his tongue was loosed, and he spake plain. 

36 And He charged them that they should tell no 
man : 

Why our Blessed SATiorE gave this charge, which He knew 
would not be observed, is indeed a great mystery, which perhaps 
will not be cleared up on this side the grave. It is better perhaps, 
not to speculate upon it, but to say, '* He hath done this^ and all 
things, well.'* 

but the more He charged them, so much the more a 
great deal they published it ; 

37 And were beyond measure astonished, saying, 
He hath done all things well : He maketh both the 
deaf to hear, and the dumb to speak. 

" He hath done all things well," for He is the Only- Wise and 
the Only-Good. ** All the works of the Lobd are good : and He 
will give every needful thing in due season. So that a man can- 
not say. This is worse than that ; for in time they shall all be well 
approved. Therefore praise ye the Lobd with the whole heart 
and mouth, and bless the Name of the Lobd.'* 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

1 In those days the multitude being very great, and 
having nothing to eat, Jesus called His disciples unto 
Hirriy and saith unto them, 

Oh, great Example of true humility ! for is not God here taking 
counsel with men -} and those, men, who, as we shall presently see, 
were slow to believe in Him as God ? Truly He had humbled 
Himself! 

2 I have compassion on the multitude, because they 
have now been with Me three days, and have nothing 
to eat : 

He had compassion, that is, He felt with them : He felt as 
they felt : for being very Man, He could be touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities ; He knew in Himself, though He was 
yevj God, what it was to be hungry, and faint, and weary. But 
this is a great mystery. 

O perfect God, and perfect Man, 

'Tis not for us to know 
How Thy pure soul and body felt 

Temptation, pain, or woe. 

Our faith is weak ; O Light of Light I 

Clear Thou our clouded view ; 
That Son of Man, and Son of God, 

We give Thee honour due. 

3 And if I send them away fasting to their own 
bouses, they will faint by the way : for divers of them 
came from far. 

Surely here is pity and love breathing in every word ; this great 
multitude had trusted, though unconsciously, to the care of Jesus, 
and He will not leave them destitute. And so this feast in the 
wilderness becomes to us a sure pledge, that if we seek Him and 
His righteousness in the first place, He will a\i^^V^ <5kN»^ \^^^s^ 

^ Amos in. 7 • 
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wants : O " Thou, Who hadst such pity on the bodies of men, 
that Thou wouldst not ' send them away fasting/ let not our souls 
be unfed, when, with humble faith we wait upon Thee fop our 
spiritual nourishment, lest we faint in the way of our pilgrimage 
here." 

Many came from far : surely this was the dawning, so to speak, 
of that day, when *^ all the ends of the world shall remember 
themselves and be turned unto the Lord : and all the kindreds of 
the nations shall worship before Him." (Ps. xxii. 27.) 

4 And His disciples answered Him, From whence 
can a man satisfy these men with bread here in the 
wilderness ? 

With men indeed this is impossible, but not with this Man, for 
He is the Almighty. But consider how slowly faith is growing 
in the hearts of the Apostles : it had grown indeed, (for they da 
not now say, as they did on a former occasion, speaking of the 
loaves which they had : ** What are they among so many ?") but 
their question shows that it was still weak and imperfect : indeed 
it was not until after the day of Pentecost, that it attained to full 
growth and vigour. 

5 And He asked them, How many loaves have ye? 
And they said, Seven. 

By this question He draws their attention to the little which 
they had, that the greatness of the miracle might be more mani- 
fest. 

6 And He commanded the people to sit down on 
the ground : and He took the seven loaves, and gave 
thanks, and brake, and gave to His disciplesf to set 
•before them ; and they did set them before the people. 

7 And they had a few small fishes : and He blessed, 
and commanded to set them also before them. 

The food was given through the Apostles, but by Cheist. And 
so it is now : men may minister food to us, both bodily and spi- 
ritual, but God alone can give it. His blessing therefore, let us 
ask on our food, and to Him let ua gWe tViwikft for it. 
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8 So they did eat, and were filled : and they took 
up of the broken meat that was left seven baskets. 

9 And they that had eaten were about four thou- 
sand : and He sent them away. 

Perhaps that they might not again seek to make Him a King, 
as they had done on a previous occasion. (See 8. John vi. 15.) 

As these men were in the wilderness, even so are we Christians 
in the wilderness of this world : and as they received their suste- 
nance from Cheist our Lord alone, even so will He be to our 
souls their spiritual food and sustenance in the most holy Sacra- 
ment of His Body and Blood, if only we wait upon Him. Lobd, 
give us grace to follow Thee more closely, to abide with Thee more 
unweariedly, till we come through Thy deep love to our home with 
Thee. 

10 And straightway He entered into a ship with His 
disciples, and came into the parts of Dalmanutha. 

11 And the Pharisees came forth, and began to 
question with Him, seeking of Him a sign from hea- 
ven, tempting him. 

These men could not deny that our Loed had done many mi- 
racles upon earth ; they ask therefore, in their wicked endeavour 
to ensnare Him, for a sign from heaven ; a sign, that is, such as 
Moses gave, in the manna (S. John vi. 31) ; or Joshua, when 
he commanded the sun to stand still ; or Samuel, when he caused 
it to thunder in the time of harvest ; or Isaiah, when he caused 
the shadow on the sundial to go back. 

12 And He sighed deeply in His spirit. 

Sorrowing over their hardness of heart, foreseeing the terrible 
anguish that was coming upon them ; even as He rejoiced, yea, 
and does rejoice, when sinners are converted unto Him. 

and saith, Why doth this generation seek after a sign ? 

He meant, over and above the signs which have been already 
given. 

Verily I say unto you. There shall no sign he ^^\s. 
unto this generation. 
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"No sign, that is, such as they had been asking for : such signs 
indeed there are to be, when ** the sun shall be turned into dark- 
ness, and the moon into blood'' (Joel ii. 31) ; but these will pre- 
cede His Second Coming. 

13 And He left them, and entering into the ship 
again departed to the other side. 

14 Now the disciples had forgotten to take bread, 
neither had they in the ship with them more than one 
loaf. 

15 And He charged them, saying, Take heed, beware 
of the leaven of the Pharisees, and of the leaven of 
Herod. 

Leaven here means their hurtful and corrupt doctrine; but 
hypocrisy was the special leaven of the Pharisees, even as un- 
belief was that of Herod and of the Sadducees. It may be ob- 
served that the Holy Spirit, in another place, speaks of the 
** unleavened bread of sincerity and truth." (1 Cor. v. 7.) 

16 And they reasoned among themselves, saying, 
It is because we have no bread. 

17 And when Jesus knew it, 

Or, as it should be, ** But Jesus, knowing it," (as in S. Matt 
ix. 4,) knowing all the while what their thoughts and reasonings 
were. "Thou understandest my thoughts long before.'* 

He saith unto them. Why reason ye, because ye have 
no bread? perceive ye not yet, neither understand? 
have ye your heart yet hardened ? 

18 Having eyes, see ye not ? and having ears, hear 
ye not ? and do ye not remember ? 

19 When I brake the five loaves among five thou- 
sand, how many baskets full of fragments took ye up ? 
They say unto Him, Twelve. 

20 And when the seven among four thousand, how 
many baskets full of fragments took ye up ? And 

they said, Seven. 
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21 And He said unto them, How is it that ye do 
not understand ? 

S. Matthew gives our Lobd's words more at length, (xvi. 11, 
12,) '' How is it that ye do not understand that 1 spake it not to 
you concerning bread, that ye should beware of the leaven of the 
Pharisees and of the Sadducees? Then understood they how 
that He bade them not beware of the leaven of bread, but of the 
doctrine of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees." 

Por two faults the blessed j£sus here rebukes His disciples : 
first, for want of faith in His power and love ; for thinking that 
they ought to have taken bread with them, as though their Lobd 
could not supply it, and this, after they had seen the two miracles 
of feeding, and had even with their own hands distributed the 
food : and secondly, for their want of spiritual understanding, in 
not knowing what He meant by "leaven." But do Thou, Blessed 
Master, grant me both to trust and to see ; to trust Thy word. 
Thy care,' Thy love; and to have "the eyes of my understanding 
enlightened," that I may see Thee now by faith, in Thy Provi- 
dence, Thy Word, Thy Church, and Thy Sacraments, yea, where- 
soever Thou art, and so come to see Thee as Thou art, hereafter, 
where with the Patheb and the Holy Sfibit Thou livest and 
reignest, One Q-od. 

22 And He cometh to Bethsaida ; and they bring a 
blind man unto Him, and besought Him to touch 
him. 

23 And He took the blind man by the hand, and 
led him out of the town ; 

Por Bethsaida was one of those towns which were altogether 
unbelieving and impenitent. (See S. Matt. xi. 21.) 

and when He had spit on his eyes, and put His hands 
upon him, 

To show, it may have been, that healing power resided in His 
Body, in that very Plesh which He had taken of His Virgin 
Mother, united as that Plesh was to His Divine nature, and one 
with It ; and also to teach men that they must not suffer them- 
selves to be led away, as Satan will assuredly tx-^ ^^ \<K«>Ss.*Ow«a.^ 
into thinking lightly of the outward i^^ctt ol w» \5v^w^^ <2S. ^"«^^^\ 

XL 
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since it is through those outward and visihle things He conveys 
the inward and spiritual grace. 

He asked him if he saw ought. 

24 And he looked up, and said, I see men as trees, 
walking. 

His sight then was dim and indistinct, and but imperfectly re- 
stored to him ; for, probably, his own faith was very imperfect, as 
well as the faith of those who brought him, if, as seems likely, they 
were all inhabitants of Bethsaida. 

25 After that He put His hands again upon his 
eyes, and made him look up : and he was restored, 
and saw every man clearly. 

Slowly our Lobd restored this man to sight ; it may be, among 
other reasons, to teach us that, after we have sinned, the recovery 
of spiritual 'sight must be gradual. And this sight He alone can 
give, Who said of Himself by His Spibit in the prophet, " I will 
bring the blind by a way that they knew not : I will lead them in 
paths that they have not known : I will make darkness light before 
them, and crooked things straight.'* (Isa. xlii. IG.) To Thee, 
therefore, LoEn, I come ; lead me by the hand : open Thou mine 
eyes, that I may see the way that leadeth to mine eternal home : 
the blindness of my heart indeed is great ; my sinful habits are 
not suddenly to be cured ; but put Thy hand again upon me, yea, 
leave me not until Thou hast made me to see clearly, and healed 
me wholly. 

This is the only instance of a miracle of healing which was 
slowly wrought: on the other hand, there is but one spiritual 
miracle wherein the soul was sanctified — that of the penitent thief 
— which was not slow in being wrought out. External and bodily 
miracles our Lobd wrought by Himself faith at the time being 
the only thing required of men ; and so the work was done, and 
done perfectly. But in the cure of our souls He requires our 
patient co-operation ; and alas ! too often we only mar His work. 

26 And He sent him away to his house, saying, 
Neither go into the town, nor tell it to any in the 

/own. 
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For if thejr continued unbelievers after this proof of His divine 
power, their condemnation would be so much more grievous. 

27 And Jesus went out, and His disciples, into the 
towns of Csesarea Philippi : and by the way He asked 
His disciples, saying unto them, Whom do men say 
that I am ? 

28 And they answered, John the Baptist ; but some 
say, Elias; and others, One of the prophets. 

29 And He saith unto them. But Whom say ye 
that I am ? And Peter answereth and saith unto 
Him, Thou art the Christ. 

Our Lord had asked the question of them all : S. Peter's 
answer therefore was given, not for himself alone, but for all. 
And in his answer it should be observed he says, " the Chbist," 
the One anointed above all others, the One anointed with the 
"oil of gladness,'* the One of Whom all other anointed ones, 
whether prophets, priests, or kings, were but tjpes and shadows — 
the Messiah. 

30 And He charged them that they should tell no 
man of Him. 

" That He was the Cheist, the Son of the Living God." S. 
Matt. xvi. 16. 

31 And He began to teach them, that the Son of 
Man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the 
elders, and of the chief priests, and scribes, and be 
killed, and after three days rise again. 

32 And He spake that saying openly. And Peter 
took Him, and began to rebuke Him. 

'* Saying, Be it far from Thee, Lord ; this shall not be unto 
Thee." Yea, but, good Peter, thou lovest as man loveth : thou 
kuowest thy Lobd, and lovest Him, but it is as " the Man Chbist 
Jesus," and not as God. Thou dost not yet love BLvcbl ^s^ wisa^ 
loves who has submitted himself Viewt Midi ^ws^^iort \j&a «3^^«aSiQ^ 
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to Gob. Thoa knowest that thy Master is the Anointed One, 
for His Eatheb had taught thee that : but thou knowest not as 
yet that His bitter death was His great glory, and therefore thou 
lovest not yet as He would have thee love, as one day thou wilt 
love, when the Spibit shall have been poured upon thee, and thou 
hast made thy calling and election sure. 

33 But when He had turned about, and looked on 
His disciples, He rebuked Peter, saying, Get thee be- 
hind Me, Satan : 

Thus does the blessed Jesus imply, that Satan only could really 
desire that His Cross and Passion should not be. Moreover, it 
may be remembered that "Satan** means "adversary;" and S. 
Peter, good and loving as he was, in this showed himself as an ad- 
versary to his Master. 

for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but 
the things that be of men. 

God leads us to self-denial : He bids us " crucify the old man,*' 
and ** mortify our members which are upon the earth,** that so we 
may aspire more and more after those joys which are at His right 
hand for evermore. Not so with the world and with fallen human 
nature : they call us, not to self-sacrifice, but, to self-indulgence, 
saying, ** Let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we die.*' Thus it 
was with S. Peter — ignorantly, indeed, and, as we may humbly 
trust, not knowing what he said, — when he began to rebuke the 
All-loving One, and would hold Him back from suffering. 

34 And when He had called the people unfo Him 
with His disciples also. He said unto them, Whoso- 
ever will come after Me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross, and follow Me. 

Our Saviotie is here, as it were, saying, **If any man will come 
after Me, will learn of Me and be My disciple, and become like 
Me, he must in his measure suffer as I do ; he must take up his 
cross daily, (be must not wait to have it laid upon him,) and 
follow Me, — My example of patient, meek suffering, — and be con- 
formed to My death.** So be it, through Thy grace and mercy, 
O LoMJ) Jjssu, for it is in Thee, and to Thee, and of Thee we say, 
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** This Q-OD is our Qod for ever and ever, He shall be our guide 
unto death." 

35 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it ; but 
whosoever shall lose his life for My sake and the 
gospel's, the same shall save it. 

He, who makes his life on earth — its ease, and comfort, and 
worldly well-being — his great object now, will one day lose the 
life which he so cherishes, and lose it for ever. On the other 
hand, he, who is willing to lose his life for Chbist's sake, and 
does, in some sense, lose it by self-denial and self-sacrifice, he is 
in reality saving his life, so that it shall be safe for ever. " For if 
ye live after the flesh, ye shall die ; but if ye through the Spirit 
do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live." (Bora. viii. 13.) 

36 For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain 
the whole world, and lose his own soul ? 

Yea, what shall it profit him, if he have the full enjoyment of 
the world, and that for the longest possible life ; and then find at 
the end that he must be in torment for ever? What good will 
all that enjoyment be to him then ? The earthly enjoyment of 
yesterday, what is that to thee now, O Christian ? 

37 Or what shall a man give in exchange for his 
soul ? 

For, when once he has lost his soul, — when he has passed out 
of this world subject to God's fierce anger, — what will he then 
have wherewith he can redeem it P " For there remaineth to him 
nothing but a certain fearful looking-for of judgment and fiery 
indignation which shall devour the adversaries." (Heb. x. 27.) 

38 Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of Me 
and of My words in this adulterous and sinful genera- 
tion ; of him also shall the Son of Man be ashamed, 
when He cometh in the glory of His Father with the 
holy angels. 

And if He be against us, to whom shall we go ? But^ Q \s^^ 
God, fill my heart with the love of The©, ^el^ ^>iJa. ^ <sx».HYa.%^S5wst 
Thee, that I be no more ashamed oiT\i©© ox oli'^Vi -wort^* *^^>^ 

-EL 2 
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Thou wast of me and of mj sinfulness, when Thou didst come 
from heaven to die for me. 

Our LoBD calls that generation " adulterous," because it had 
departed from Him Who had said to it, by His prophet, as indeed 
He says to every generation, and especially to us Christians, "Thy 
Maker is thy Husband." (Isa. liv. 5.) 



CHAPTER IX. 

1 And He said unto them. Verily I say unto you, 
That there be some of them that stand here, which 
shall not taste of death, till they have seen the king- 
dom of God come with power. 

This verse ought to be read with the last verse of chapter viii. 
In that verse our Loed spake of the " glory which shall be re- 
vealed, even the eternal weight of glory :" in this He promises 
that some of those who were then listening to Him should, with 
their bodily eyes, see something of His glory, and so gain some 
faint idea of what the fulness of that glory should be. 

2 And after six days Jesus taketh with Him Peter, 
and James, and John, and leadeth them up into an 
high mountain apart by themselves : 

S. Peter then was restored to his Master's favour. Surely the 
rebuke, of which we read in the last chapter, had wrought sorrow 
in his loving soul ; and the Blessed Jesus never delays His for- 
giveness on real repentance. 

We learn here what sort of men they are whose eyes shall see 
the King in His beauty ; those who so love Cheist, as to be able 
to say with S. Peter, "Loed, Thou knowest that I love 'Thee" 
(S. John xxi. 15) ; those who, with S. John, are the loved of 
Cheist, as are all they who in heart keep His commandments 
^S. John xiv. 21); and those who, with S. James, suffer for 
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Cheist (Acts xii. 2), as do all they who endure persecutions for 
His Name's sake. 

and He was transfigured before them. 

3 And His raiment became shining, exceeding white 
as snow ; so as no fuller on earth can white them. 

Eor this is He of Whom it is written, ** Thou deckest Thyself 
with light as it were with a garment;" Who said, "Let there be 
light, and there was light;" " Who dwelleth in the light which no 
mortal eye can approach unto ;" Who is Himself ** the true Light 
which lighteth every one that cometh into the world." 

We must not suppose that there was in the Transfiguration 
any substantial change in the Features or the Person of our 
Divine Head. He had but one Body, that which He took of the 
Virgin Mother, which He gives to His children in the Holy Com- 
munion now ; but the glory which was ever within Him He al- 
lowed for a little moment to shine forth through the earthly 
tabernacle of His Body; and it pierced even through His gar- 
ments, till even they were saturated with unearthly light, and 
became white as snow and glistening as the sun. 

4 And there appeared unto them Elias with Moses : 

Moses represents the Law, and Elias (or Elijah) the prophets, 
and both are here bearing witness to Cheist. These two great 
saints may also be taken to represent the quick and the dead. 
Moses had died, and been buried, though no man knew of his se- 
pulchre (Deut. xxxiv. 5, 6) ; and Elijah had never died, but had been 
taken up in the chariot of fire (2 Kings ii. 11) ; and both are here 
found ministering to Him Who is " Lord both of the dead and the 
living." And thus this great scene is an earnest to us that all 
they who have departed this life, as well as all they who are alive, 
and remain until His Comingf, will one day stand together before 
the throne of the Incarnate Q61). Here also we have a full answer 
to the errors of the Jews, for some of them thought that our Lord 
was Elijah ; others thought that He was contrary to Moses : but 
here Elijah and Moses both show themselves His servants. 

and they were talking with Jesus. 

S. Luke tells us " they spake of His decease 'wlskfe. ^i6 '^^s'^^^s. 
accomplish at Jerusalem." And oh, my TiO^Ti ^sA^^^^^^-^ 
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If ever on the mount with Thee 

I seem to soar in vision bright, 
With thoughts of coming agony 

Stay Thou the too presumptuous flight : 
Gently along the vale of tears 

Lead me from Tabor*s sun-bright steep ; 
Let me not grudge a few short years, 
* With Thee toward heaven to walk and weep. 

5 And Peter answered and said to Jesus, Master, it 
is good for us to be here : 

To be here with Thee, where the greatest and holiest of earthly 
beings are ministeriDg to Thee, and never again to go back to the 
world which lieth in wickedness, — such seems to be S. Peter's 
meaning ; and surely we may say the same, it is good to be with 
Ch&ist where He now is ; where 

Every spirit blest, 
From realms of triumph or of rest. 
From Him Who saw creation's mom. 
Of all Thine angels eldest bom, 
To the poor babe who died to-day. 
Take part in our thanksgiving lay. 

To be with Him here in this world also, seeing Him by faith, 
living in the light of His love, weaned from the world and purified, 
desiring to depart to be with Him wholly ; where there can be no 
parting from Him, — Loed, in Thy mercy, grant it to us. 

and let us make three tabernacles ; one for Thee, and 
one for Moses, and one for Elias. 

6 For he wist not what to say ; for they were sore 
afraid. 

For every manifestation of God in glory must be fearful to 
sinful man. Thus " Moses trembled, and durst not behold ;** thus 
S. John " fell at His feet as dead ;" and so the Psalmist, ** My 
flesh trembleth for fear of Thee, and I am afraid of Thy judg- 
ments." 

7 And there was a cloud that overshadowed them : 

A symbol, we may believe, of the sacred, unseen dwelling-place 

of the Eternal Spibit; nay, it may be, of the Eternal H^pibit 

JSimaelf. '■ 



S. MABK IX. 8 — 11. 81 

and a voice came out of the cloud, saying, This is My 
beloved Son : hear Him. 

LoKD, may we hear Thee now commanding, — hear Thy com- 
mandments and keep them, that we may hear Thee hereafter 
blessing. 

8 And suddenly, when they had looked round 
about, they saw no man any more, save Jesus only 
with themselves. 

9 And as they came down from the mountain. He 
charged them that they should tell no man what things 
they had seen, till the Son of man were risen from the 
dead. 

For in His loving pity He remembered how hard it would be 
for men to believe that such awful glory belonged to one so lowly, 
and in appearance a mere man, and about to be crucified. After 
He had risen from the dead, to believe in Him would be more 
easy, but still His gift. 

10 And they kept that saying with themselves, 
questioning one with another what the rising from 
the dead should mean. 

This does not mean that the Apostles themselves doubted about 
the resurrection of the body, for it was part of the Jewish belief: 
it rather means that they were questioning what connection there 
could be between the Transfiguration and His Resurrection ; or 
how and when His rising, as distinct from the general resurrec- 
tion, was to be ; or how, after it, they were to proclaim what they 
had just seen. 

11 And they asked Him, saying. Why say the 
scribes that EUas must first come ? 

Their meaning is, "If this, which we have just seen, be really 
the coming in of Thy glory and of Thy kingdom, as it seems to 
be, how are we to understand what the Scribes teach us, that 
Elijah must go before Thee ? for though he was hece^ \aa V^aa^ '6s^2J^cs^ 
departed." 
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12 And He answered and told them, Elias verily 
Cometh first, and restoreth all things ; 

The Transfiguration, therefore, our Saviotje implies, is not His 
only coming in glory, nor yet His coming in full glory : there will 
yet be another coming, and before that Elijah will come, as saith 
the prophet Malachi (iv. 5, 6). Whether, indeed, Elijah will 
come in very deed, in his own actual person, or whether the 
Almighty will send some one in the spirit and power of the great 
prophet, has not been made known to us. 

By the word " restoreth all things," our Great Teacher seems 
to mean, ** he will bring back the Jews to the faith of their father 
Abraham, when he ' saw My day, and was glad,' and so * all 
Israel shall be saved.' " Our Lobd continues, 

and how it is written of the Son of man, that He must 
suffer many things, and be set at nought. 

13 But I say unto you, That Elias is indeed come, 
and they have done unto him whatsoever they listed, 
as it is written of him. 

Then the disciples understood that He spake to them of John 
the Baptist, who had come in the spirit and power of Elijah, and 
had done Elijah's work. 

As, then, Holy Scripture speaks of two comings of the Lokd 
Jesus, the one in great humility to be our Sayioub, the other in 
great majesty to be our Judge, so we may believe there were to 
be two comings of Elijah, as the messenger before His face ; one 
in S. John Baptist, the second, as has been thought, in his own 
person. 

14 And when He came to His disciples. 

That is, to the nine Apostles, whom He had left when He went 
up into the high mountain to be transfigured. 

He saw a great multitude about them, and the scribes 
questioning with them. 

15 And straightway all the people, when they be^ 
held Him, were greatly amazed, and running to fli'w 
saluted Him. 
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There may have been something of His glory yet remaining 
outwardly upon Him, as there was upon Moses when he came 
from conversing with GtOD, If indeed it were so, then the differ- 
ent effects on the people of this glory should be observed. Here, 
on our blessed Master, it draws the people to Him : in the case 
of Moses, they were alarmed by it. (Exod. xxxiv. 30.) But even 
without any such display of glory, we can well understand that for 
those who were on their way to faith in Him, (as was the case 
with some of these people, and as, alas ! was not the case with 
the Scribes,) there must have been in Him some very great attrac- 
tion whereby He drew them to Himself. 

16 And He asked the Scribes, What question ye 
with them ? 

17 And one of the multitude answered and said. 
Master, I have brought unto Thee my son, which hath 
a dumb spirit ; 

18 And wheresoever he taketh him, he teareth him : 
and he foameth, and gnasheth with his teeth, and 
pineth away : and I spake to Thy disciples that they 
should cast him out ; and they could not. 

19 He answereth him, and saith, O faithless gene- 
ration, how long shall I be with you ? how long shall 
I suffer you ? bring him unto Me. 

This strong rebuke — very strong, from One so lowly and so 
loving as our Eedeemer — was addressed apparently to both the 
Apostles and the Scribes, for they both were frustrating His gra- 
cious work. He had planted the mustard seed of faith in the 
heart of the afflicted father and watered it, and then brought him 
in humble trust to the Apostles, that they might cast forth the 
devil out of his child : this they could not do because of their un- 
belief (S. Matt. xvii. 20). This, their unbelief, had shaken the 
father's faith ; and it was shaken still more and well-nigh shattered 
by the perverse disputings of the Scribes, **men of corrupt minds, 
destitute of the truth ;" so that when he came to our Lobi>, and 
poured out his complaint before Him, and showed Him of his 
trouble, all he could say was, " If Thou canst do anythini^.*' 
Hence our Loed's sharp reproof: hence Ha ^^^\sia» ^iixs\ss?S^ \»^ 
wonder at His own forbearing love. 
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20 And they brought him unto Him : and when 
he saw Him, straightway the spirit tare him ; and he 
fell on the ground, and wallowed foaming. 

Let it be observed, the accursed spirit tore the afi9icted boy, 
even at the sight of the Lord Jesus; and the Lobd Jesus 
permitted him to do so, that men might know the malice and 
cruelty of those spirits — for it seems to have been done out of 
mere malice — and what they will do when men give themselves 
to them. 

21 And He asked his father. How long is it ago 
since this came unto him ? And he said, Of a child. 

22 And ofttimes it hath cast him into the fire, and 
into the waters, to destroy him : 

Here ** fire and water*' are to be understood quite literally. 
The evil spirit did often seek by their means to kill the poor child, 
simply because he was part of Good's creation, because he was one 
whom Q-OD loved, even as He loves all. But very often in Holy 
Scripture the words may be understood of troubles, dangers, and 
difficulties — into these Q-od takes His children at times, through 
such fire and water ; but it is that He may briug them out into a 
wealthy place (Ps. Ixvi. 12) : so also Satan takes his victims 
through such fire aud water ; but it is that he may bring them, if 
he possibly can, into "the bottomless pit,*' where the fire never 
shall be quenched. 

but if Thou canst do anything, have compassion on 
us, and help us. 

As the woman of Canaan, when her daughter was possessed by 
a devil, prayed, " Lobd, help me," so the sorrowing father here 
includes himself when praying for his only son : both, it may be, 
felt that perhaps their sin was the root of the curse : both ce^ 
tainly felt their own lives bound up in their children. 

Observe now the form of our loving Redeemer's answer ; tb^ 
father had said, *' If Thou canst do anything." Then ' 

23 Jesus said unto him. If thou canst believe, all 
things are possible to him that believeth. 
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If then there ever be any limit to God's love, if any hindrance 
to the flowing forth of His mercy, if there be any part of His will, 
Dot carried out fully, it is because of our faithlessness. Lobd, 
increase our faith. 

24 And straightway the father of the child cried 
out, and said with tears, Lord, I believe ; help Thou 
mine unbelief. 

Truly a moving cry ! The father's faith had been weak ; and 
this weakness had hindered the casting forth of the devil: but 
Chbist had led him on, and now his faith is sufficient ; this deep 
cry proves it. Lobd, I believe ; I believe that Thou art the 
Cheist, the Son of the Living God, the Satioub that should 
come into the world ; and, as I believe in Thee, so do I believe in 
the Eternal Fatheb and in the Holt Spirit, not three Gods, 
but One God, and in all the articles of the Catholic Eaith ; and 
yet in Thy sight my faith may be as nothing, my belief as unbelief, 
it is so poor and cold and barren : supply Thou therefore what is 
lacking ; strengthen Thou what remains ; help Thou mine unbelief. 

25 When Jesus saw that the people came running 
together. He rebuked the foul spirit, saying unto him. 
Thou dumb and deaf spirit, I charge thee, come out of 
him, and enter no more into him, 

26 And the spirit cried, and rent him sore, 

It may be our Lobd permitted this last act^ of spite and malice 
to show at once the fierceness of the evil spirit, and His own 
power, to which even such spirits must yield obedience. 

and came out of him : and he was as one dead ; inso- 
much that many said, He is dead. 

27 But Jesus took him by the hand, and lifted him 
up ; and he arose. 

28 And when He was come into the house. His 
disciples asked Him privately, Why could not we cast 
him out ? 

It was natural for them to ask this queatio\^^\i'5i^'Wsy^^^^^^^^^ 

» Rev. xV\. l^i. 

1 



86 8. 1£ABK IX. 29—32. 

this, their Master had given them power oyer unclean spirits, and 
to cast out devils. (See S. Luke ix. 1.) 

29 And He said unto them, This kind can come 
forth by nothing, but by prayer and fasting. 

" This kind" means either devils generally, or it may be some 
particular class of evil spirits ; or perhaps such spirits as have had 
long possession of their wretched victims. 

30 And they departed thence, and passed through 
Galilee ; and He would not that any man should 
know it, 

31 For He taught His disciples, and said unto them, 
The Son of Man is delivered into the hands of men, 
and they shall kill Him ; and after that He is killed, 
He shall rise the third day. 

Our Blessed Master uses the expression, "is delivered/* al- 
though His actual betrayal did not take place for some little time 
after; perhaps, because that betrayal was determined in G-qd's 
counsel, and therefore certain to come to pass : very much as we 
read of Him thaj} He was the " Lamb slain from the foundation 
of the world" (Rev. xiii. 8) : or because the expression was most 
fitting in His mouth with Whom the past and the future are al- 
ways present ; for He is the Eternal I AM. 

32 But they understood not that saying, 

They could not understand that One so wise and holy, Who 
could raise the dead, and not only exercise, but also give Mem, power 
over unclean spirits, could Himself suffer death at the. hands of 
men ; and as they could not understand His dying, neither could 
they understand His rising again, apart from the general resur- 
rection. 

And were afraid to ask Him. 

They feared, it may be, to hear our Loed repeat His words, and 

so assure them that He really meant that He should be slain by 

wicked men ; but doubtless after His rebuke for their want of 

faith, they were afraid to question Him ; for as yet they did not 

Anorr Him, or the tenderness of His love. 
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33 And He came to Capernaum : and being in the 
house He asked them, What was it that ye disputed 
among yourselves by the way ? 

34 But they held their peace : 

We may well believe that they were ashamed to dpeak of seek- 
ing to be first, to One Who had so humbled Himself as He had, 
their God and Sayioub ; for that He had humbled Himself, that 
much at all events they must have known. 

for by the way they had disputed among themselves, 
who should he the greatest. 

The immediate cause of this dispute was probably the fact, that 
our LoBB had chosen three of their number to be with Him in 
the " Holy Mount ;" but the root of it, as of so many disputes, 
was want of lowliness, want of loving trust in the deep unerring 
wisdom of the All-holy One. 

35 And He sat down, and called the twelve, and 
saith unto them. If any man desire to be first, the same 
shall be last of all, and servant of all. 

Our Lobd's meaning seems to be, The very desire to be first, 
if not checked, yea, and rooted out of the heart, will be the cause 
of our losing God's favour and love. 

36 And He took a child, and set him in the midst 
of them : and when He had taken him in His arms, 
He said unto them, 

37 Whosoever shall receive one of such children in 
My Name, 

That is, for Me ; or, because he belongs to Me. 

receiveth Me : and whosoever shall receive Me, re- 
ceiveth not Me, but Him that sent Me. 

" Beceiveth not Me," that is, not Me alone, nor Me in My 
human nature only ; but Me as I am, in My human and divine 
nature ; and, consequently, in Me and with Me, tlie IE j^^Ksa. ^ssSi. 
the Holt Ghost. 
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It might appear, at first sight, as if our Lobd were here chiefly 
teacl^ing tenderness and gentleness towards children, and no doubt 
this was one of the lessons, but His great object was to instil into 
the minds of the disciples humility and a childlike spirit: that this 
was so, we learn from S. Matthew, who tells us that our Lobb on 
this occasion said, ** Whosoever shall humble himself as this little 
child, the same is the greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven" (xviii. 4.) 
And indeed we may gather the same from S. Mark, for when our 
Lobd took the child up into His arms, was He not, in effect, say- 
ing, that such as that child, in lowliness and indifference to high 
earthly position, are those whom He loves, and who, through that 
love, are in very reality the chiefest upon earth. 

38 And John answered Him, saying, Master, we saw 
one casting out devils in Thy name, and he foUoweth 
not us : and we forbad him, because he folio weth 
not us. 

39 But Jesus said, Forbid him not : for there is no 
man which shall do a miracle in My name, that can 
lightly speak evil of Me. 

This man seems to have been on the way, as it were, to perfect 
faith ; he had, evidently, made a beginning, for he knew the power 
of Chbist's Name : our Lobd's charge therefore concerning him 
'is, ** See that ye hinder him not ;" for, as may be perhaps im- 
plied, "his success will itself awe him and bring him to Me.*' 

40 For he that is not against us is on our part. 

There were therefore then, as doubtless there are now, some, 
perhaps many, who were feeling after something better than they 
had yet attained unto ; who were not indeed altogether with 
Chbist, but yet in some measure were : with regard to all such, 
G-OD bids His children to encourage them, and lovingly to lead 
them on, that they may become wholly His. But &0D forbid 
that we should take occasion from this verse, to suppose that He 
will be satisfied with half following of Him, or with our following 
in any unlawful way,^ or that He will accept us, if we assume 
to ourselves an authority or a position which He has not given ua. 

Our Lobd now resumes what He had been saying in verse 87| 
before S. John spoke. 

1 2 Tim. U. 6. 
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4 1 For whosoever shall give you a cup of water to 
drink in My name, because ye belong to Christ, verily 
I say unto you, he shall not lose his reward. 

42 And whosoever shall oflfend one of these little 
ones that believe in Me, it is better for him that a mill- 
stone were hanged about his neck, and he were cast 
into the sea. 

'' Shall offend," that is, shall knowingly lead to evil, or cause to 
sin, or be a stumbling block in the way to truth and holiness : and 
by ** little ones," our Lobd means, not only children, but also weak 
and ignorant, yet sincere believers. He teaches us then that as 
the blessedness of those who receive and cherish little ones is very 
great, so nothing can exceed the guilt and misery of those who 
cause His children to wander from Him. 

Oh woe and wrong, oh tenfold shame, 

To mar or damp &e angelic flame ! 

To draw His soldiers backward from the Cross 1 

Woe and eternal loss ! 

43 And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is 
better for thee to enter into life maimed, than having 
two hands to go into hell, into the fire that never shall 
be quenched : 

44 Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not 
quenched. 

45 And if thy foot offend thee, cut it off: it is 
better for thee to enter halt into life, than having two 
feet to be cast into hell, into the fire that never shall 
be quenched : 

46 Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not 
quenched. 

47 And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out : it is 
better for thee to enter into the kingdom of God with 
one eye, than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire : 

48 Where their worm dieth not, and thafe^^S^ ^^^^s^^ 
quenched. 

x2 
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By the members of our body, of which our Lobd here speaks, 
the hand, the foot, and the eye, are meant such things or such 
persons as may be dear to us, or useful, as those members : better 
cut them off, He says, and do without them here, though the doing 
so may cause grievous pain or heavy loss, than by them or because 
of them, be brought to sufferings hereafter. 

The undying worm may mean inner grief, grief of soul : the 
unquenched fire, the burning wherein the bodies of the lost will 
lie. 

49 For every one shall be salted with fire, and every 
sacrifice shall be salted with salt. 

The meaning seems to be, as every flesh sacrifice was salted 
with salt, and by that means preserved from decay, so the bodies 
of the lost will be salted with fire : the fire instead of consuming, 
will preserve them, and so they will be eternally tormented. The 
verse however may be taken in a sense of blessing, and then it 
will mean, as sacrifices are salted with salt, so we, if we offer our 
bodies a living sacrifice^ to the Almighty, shall be seasoned with 
the salt of Divine grace, and preserved by the fire of the Holy 
Spibit. 

50 Salt is good : but if the salt have lost his salt- 
ness, wherewith will ye season it ? 

Salt here means God's grace and God's truth ; that salt is in- 
deed good, good in itself and making men good : but if through 
any neglect on our part, or disobedience, the salt lose, so far as 
we are concerned, its seasoning power ; if God's truth become 
merely a cold belief, and not, as it ought to be, an ever-living 
motive; or if God's grace be something only to be talked about, 
instead of a quickening power within us, ever strengthening and 
purifying, our case does indeed become hopeless,^ unless the Al- 
mighty Himself in His mercy revive us. 

Have salt in yourselves, 

Preserve it in your hearts, see that it seasons the life and con- 
versation,* so shall ye be indeed " the salt of the earth." (S, Matt. 
V. 13.) 

and have peace one with another. 

^ Jiom, xiL 1. a Heb. vi. 6. » Col. W. 6. 
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CHAPTER X. 

1 And He arose from theace, and cometh into the 
coasts of Judaea by the farther side of Jordan : and the 
people resort unto Him again ; and, as He was wont, 
He taught them again. 

2 And the Pharisees came to Him, and asked Him, 
Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife, tempting 
Him. 

" Tempting Him," that is, asking with some evil and malicious 
intention : here their object seems to have been, to lead our Lobb 
on to contradict the law of Moses. 

3 And He answered and said unto them. What did 
Moses command you ? 

4 And they said, Moses suffered to write a bill of 
divorcement, and to put her away. 

5 And Jesus answered and said unto them. For the 
hardness of your heart he wrote you this precept. 

It should be observed, that Moses only allowed divorce,^ fearing 
some greater evil, if he did not allow it ; he did not command or 
enjoin it. 

6 But from the beginning of the creation God made 
them male and female. 

7 For this cause shall a man leave his father and 
mother, and cleave to his wife ; 

8 And they twain shall be one flesh : so then they 
are no more twain, but one flesh. 

9 What therefore God hath joined together, let not 
man put asunder. 

* Deitt. xxw. \,*i. 
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10 And in the house His disciples asked Him again 
of the same matter. 

1 1 And He saith unto them, Whosoever shall put 
away his wife, and marry another, committeth adultery 
against her. 

We read in S. Matthew (six. 9) that He added, ^ Except it be 

for fornication." 

12 And if a woman shall put away her husband, 
and be married to another, she committeth adultery. 

1 3 And they brought young children to Him, that 
He should touch them: and His disciples rebuked 
those that brought them. 

The Apostles seem to ha?e thought that their Master's time 
should not be taken up by little children ; or, that it was beneath 
His dignity to take notice of them. A Tory natural mistake in- 
deed, but a very great one, as He proceeds to show them ; but 
they meant it in love. 

14 But when Jesus saw it. He was much displeased, 
and said unto them. Suffer the little children to come 
unto Me, and forbid them not : for of such is the 
kingdom of God. 

He did not say " of these," but " of such,** that is, of those who 
are like young children, in innocence, and humility, and meek- 
ness, and trustfulness, and absence of evil intention. 

15 Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not re- 
ceive the kingdom of God as a little child, he shall 
not enter therein. 

The "kingdom of God" here means the truths of the Gospel, 
the Catholic Faith. This faith, our Lood tells us, can be heartily 
embraced, and dutifully obeyed only by those who come to it ia 
simplicity and trustfulness of soul. 

16 And He took them up in His arms, put His 
hands upon them, and blessed them. 
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Even BO does He now embrace infants with the arms of His 
mercy, and give unto them the blessing of eternal life, and make 
them partakers of His everlasting kingdom. 

Our LoBD*s loving blessing, it should be observed, was obtained 
for those infants, not by any faith which they had in themselves, 
but through the faith of those who brought them to Him : so now, 
God accepts the faith of His Church, and gives all the blessings 
of the new birth to infants who can have no faith of their own, 
when they are brought to His Holy Baptism. 

17 And when He was gone forth into the way, 
there came one running, and kneeled to Him, and 
asked Him, Good Master, what shall I do that I may 
inlierit eternal life ? 

18 And Jesus said unto him. Why callest thou 
Me good ? there is none good but one, that is, God. 

This young ruler spake to our Lobd as though He were only 
Man ; and as Man, our Lobd answered him : not indeed refusing 
the title of " Good,*' but rather, meekly and lovingly, trying to 
lead the young man to see that He was God as well as Man, and 
so, the Only Good. 

19 Thouknowest the commandments. Do not com- 
mit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal. Do not bear 
false witness. Defraud not, Honour thy father and 
mother. 

20 And he answered and said unto him, Master, all 
these have I observed from ray youth. 

21 Then Jesus beholding him loved him, 

As He ever does all those, be they learned or unlearned, who, 
like this ruler, act up to the light which God gives them to the 
best of their ability. He proceeds to manifest openly His love, 
by making known to the ruler " the more excellent way." 

and said unto him, One thing thou lackest : go thy 
way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, 
and thou shalt have treasure in heaven : 

For ''he that hath pity on the poor lendeth vw^.^*^ \Jj\^ A^'orsa % 
and look, whatsoever he layeth out, it «!\ql^ \i^ ^^^ ^^"^ '^v.^^ja^- 
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« 

Ifc is, however, possible, to '' bestow all our goods to feed the 
poor," and yet to be without charity : it is not therefore in such 
poverty alone, that Christian perfection lies, but in poverty of 
sou], in being poor as Chbist our Lobd was poor ; poor for Him, 
and poor with Him ; and therefore the blessed Jesus continues, 

and come, take up the cross, and follow Me. 

22 And he was sad at that saying, and went away 
grieved : for he had great possessions. 

" Sad" means, a sullen, lowering look. 

Here then the thorns are choking the good seed, and the sorrow 
of the world is working death : here was one with much of good 
in him, amiable and sincere, but loving earthly riches more than 
heavenly, loving himself more than God, yea, self was his God. 
But, " O my soul, thou hast said unto the Lobd, Thou art my 
God; my goods are nothing unto Thee;" do Thou " preserve me, 
O God, for in Thee have I put my trust ;" and enable me to re- 
nounce the love of earthly things, that in poverty of spirit I may, 
without let or hindrance, run along the path that leadeth unto the 
kingdom of heaven. Lobd, hear me for Jebu's sake. 

23 And Jesus looked round about, and saith unto 
His disciples. How hardly shall they that have riches 
enter into the kingdom of God !^ 

" How hardly," that is, with what painful constraint and real 
toil of soul. 

24 And the disciples were astonished at His words. 
But Jesus answereth again, and saith unto them. 
Children, how hard is it for them that trust in riches 
to enter into the kingdom of God ! 

Our blessed Sayioub is not explaining away what He had just 
before said : He is rather showing why it is hard for those who 
have large earthly possessions to enter into His kingdom. The 
possession of riches naturally leads us to trust in them and to love 
them, to love what money can procure for us, to be proud and 
self-sufficient, and lovers of pleasure more than lovers of Goj> ; 

1 Pa. UU. 10 ; Prov. zi. 28. 
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and '4f any man love the world, the loye of the Fatheb is not in 
him/' 

25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of 
a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the king- 
dom of God. 

26 And they were astonished out of measure, saying 
among themselves, Who then can be saved ? 

The Apostles' meaning seems to he, " If they find salvation a 
difficult work who have not to toil for their daily hread, and who 
have therefore much time which they may give to prayer, — 
who need not he distracted hy the fear of want ; who can pro- 
cure for themselves many great advantages, such as hooks, — 
how can we he saved, who have little spare time and very much 
lahour ?'* They did not yet understand that devotion consists, 
not in much time spent in prayer, but in the cry of the heart ; 
and that religion consists in cbing our duty in that state of life in 
which it has pleased Gob to place us, because He has placed us 
there, and for His sake. 

27 And Jesus looking upon them saith. With men 
it is impossible, but not with God : for with God all 
things are possible. 

Not that it is possible for the covetous, or the worldly, so long 
as they continue such, to enter into heaven ; but it is possible, 
through God's grace, to unlearn their covetousness, and to re- 
nounce the world, and so to become as little children, and " meet 
to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light." 

28 Then Peter began to say unto Him, Lo, we have 
left ail, and have followed Thee. 

S. Matthew (xix. 27) tells us that S. Peter added, '' What shall 
we have therefore ?" 

29 And Jesus answered and said. Verily I say unto 
you, There is no man that hath left house, or brethren, 
or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or 
lands, for My sake, and the Gospel's, 

30 But he shall receive au bxxudt^^lOA^sa'^v^^^^^^^M 
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time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, 
and children, and lands, with persecutions ;' and in the 
world to come eternal life. 

Our LoBD does not mean that we are really to neglect our 
parents, or give up the earthly duties which He has given us. 
His meaning rather is, that if we will make G-od's glory our great 
object, and be ready to sacrifice, for His sake, any and every 
earthly consideration, that then He will abundantly bless us, here 
(even though the blessing be mixed with persecution) and here- 
after ; and the blessing will be in some way even the very things 
we sacrifice for Him, in some blessed and heavenly shape. Doubt- 
less, the r«al fulfilment of His promise will be found in Himself: 
to those who forsake the world, that they may give themselves 
wholly to Him, He will Himself be all and everything. **I am 
thy exceeding great reward." 

Thou, O God, art all I need, 
More than all in Thee I find. 

3 1 But many that are first shall be last ; and the 
last first. 

It may be that our Losd is here alluding to Judas Iscariot, 
who, being an Apostle, was one of the first ; but, being " the 
traitor," became the last. But it is a merciful warning to us all, 
and a loving encouragement. 

" O blessed Jestjs, give us the gift of Thy holy love, pardon of 
all our sins, and grace to persevere unto the end." 

32 And they were in the way going up to Jeru- 
salem ; and Jesus went before them : and they were 
amazed ; 

They wondered, as poor human beings well might, at His being 
so forward to suffer ; for by His going before them. He was ex- 
pressing in deed what He had before expressed in words, when, 
speaking of His suffering. He said, " How am I straitened till it 
be accomplished." 

and as they followed, they were afraid. 

» 2 Tim. Ui. 12. 
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For they now probably began to see, though they certainly did 
not fully understand, (see S. Luke zviii. Sis,) that His suffering 
and death were really near ; and it may be they thought that, with 
Him, they too would have to suffer. 

And He took again the twelve, and began to tell them 
what things should happen unto Him, 

33 Saying, Behold, we go up to Jerusalem ; and the 
Son of man shall be delivered unto the chief priests, 
and unto the scribes ; and they shall condemn Him to 
death, and shall deliver Him to the Gentiles : 

34 And they shall mock Him, and shall scourge 
Him, and shall spit upon Him, and shall kill Him i 
and the third day He shall rise again. 

Lord of mercy and of might, 
Of mankind the Life and Light, 
Maker, Teacher infinite, — 

Who, when sin's tremendous doom 
Gave creation to the tomb, 
Didst not scorn a virgin's womb, 

Strong Creator, Saviour mild. 
Humbled to a little child. 
Captive, beaten, bound, reviled, — 
Jesus, hear, oh hear and save. 

35 And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, come 
unto Him, saying. Master, we w^ould that Thou 
shouldest do for us whatsoever we shall desire. 

S. Matthew (xx. 20) tells us that their mother, Salome, came 
with them, and spake for them. 

36 And He said unto them, What would ye that I 
should do for you ? 

37 They said unto Him, Grant unto us that we 
may sit, one on Thy right hand, and the other on Thy 
left hand, in Thy glory. 

Their meaning seems to have been, "In tKe ^Qrc^^*v*^^fi^^^«^ 
earthly kingdom/* which, aa they \i^\s^^^,^^^ Kk^a^^Hsfiw^^^'^'^ 
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about to appear. Thej seem entirely to have forgotteni^hat their 
Master had said onlj a few yerses before about His death in 
shame and suffering. 

38 But Jesus said unto them, Ye know not what 
ye ask : 

Ye know not the full meaning of your own words ; ye know not 
what My glory now is, for it is the cross of shame ; nor yet what 
My kingdom is, for it is not of this world ; nor yet what it is 
which fits men for the high places of My kingdom, for it is low- 
liness of mind, and love, and self-sacrifice. 

can ye drink of the cup* that I drink of ? and be bap- 
tized with the baptism that I am baptized with ? 

The cup of shame and agony, when I shall drink to the dregs 
of the cup of trembling, and wring them out : the baptism of 
blood, when that Blood shall stream forth like water upon the 
Cross, when they shall have pierced My hands and My feet. 

39 And they said unto Him, We can. 

But they knew not what they said ; for how could they bear 
that, which, when it came, crushed Him ? even as He said by His 
Prophet : " I am poured out like water, and all My bones are out 
of joint: My heart also in the midst of My body is even like 
melting wax. My strength is dried up like a potsherd, and My 
tongue cleaveth to My gums : and Thou shalt bring Me into the 
dust of death." " My soul is full of trouble : and My life draweth 
nigh unto hell. I am counted as one of them that go down into 
the pit : and I have been even as a man that hath no strength." 

And Jesus said unto them. Ye shall indeed drink of 
the cup that I drink of; and with the baptism that I 
am baptized withal shall ye be baptized : 

The two brothers said, '* We can." " We are able." But their 
Divine Master knew better. He said, " Te shall." " Ye shall be 
made able hereafter. My strength shall be made perfect in your 
weakness." And so it came to pass. S. James shared his Lord's 
cup, by being put to death for the faith (Acts xii. 2) 5 S. John 

^ S. John xviii. 11. 
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shared it, by his meek endurance of cruel persecuidons^ and patient 
waiting for Chbist. 

40 But to sit on My right hand and on My left 
hand is not Mine to give ; but it shall be given to them 
for whom it is prepared. 

Our Lobd's words really are, "It is not Mine to give, except to 
them for whom it is prepared :" which words mean, that to them — 
to the most lowly and the most loving — it is His to give. 

41 And when the ten heard it, they began to be 
much displeased with James and John. 

42 But Jesus called them to Him, 

And by this calling He showed His love and regard for them ; 
and this He did, apparently, before their envy had time to break 
forth into words or deeds. He prevented them by His loving 
providence, and so saved them. 

and saith unto them, Ye know that they which are ac- 
counted to rule over the Gentiles, 

That is, they who have the title of Bulers among them, 

exercise lordship over them ; and their great ones ex- 
ercise authority upon them. 

43 But so shall it not be among you : 

Ye are not to be, our Divine Master means, as the heathen, or 
as the rulers of this world ; they indeed do try to push themselves 
into high places ; but they are of the earth and earthy : ye belong 
to another kingdom, whose laws, and customs, and objects are 
altogether different ; ye are to rise by being lowly, not by pushing 
yourselves forward. 

but whosoever will be great among you, shall be your 
minister : 

Minister here means, servant. Let him who desires to be great, 
try to be humble in heart, humble before &od, and as a servant, 
so will he surely become great ; great with real wjkjL <e^^s^S36^s«is^ 
greatness, great before God. 
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44 And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall 
be servant of all. 

45 For even the Son of man came not to be minis- 
tered unto, but to minister/ and to give His life a 
ransom for many. 

How am I ashamed, my Lobd and my God, how am I ashamed 
of my pride, when I think of Thy humility ! Never was there 
any love like Thine, nor ever was there any humility like Thine ; 
love in coming into the world to save sinners, and humility in 
stooping so low to do it, taking upon Thyself the form of a ser- 
vant, and doing a servant's work.^ Truly one deep calleth another : 
the deep of Thy love and the deep of Thy humility. 

46 And they came to Jericho : and as He went out 
of Jericho with His disciples and a great number of 
people, blind Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, sat by 
the highway side begging. 

There were two blind beggars (S. Matt. xx. 30), but one only 
is mentioned here, perhaps because he was the most commonly 
known ; or because it may possibly have been the patience and 
persevering cry of this one which won God's mercy for both. 

47 And when he heard that it was Jesus of Naza- 
reth, he began to cry out, and say, Jesus, Thou Son 
of David, have mercy on me. 

His cry was not ** Jesus of Nazareth," as he had been told, but 
" Jesus, Son of David," which means Jesus the promised Christ, 
the Satioub, Q-od and Man. This was the faith, true and living, 
whereby he was enabled to persevere in spite of the multitude, 
and whereby he obtained what he sought. 

But who had taught the poor beggar ? He could not have seen 
any of our Lobd*s miracles. No, but "faith coraeth by hearing." 
Doubtless he had heard of Chbist, and through the grace of Gob 
he believed. 

48 And many charged him that he should hold his 

1 PhU. ii. 7. 2 S. John xiii. 5. 
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peace : but he cried the more a great deal, Thou Son 
of David, have mercy on me. 

49 And Jesus stood still, and commanded him to 
be called. 

Por He loves to be entreated, and to be overcome, as it were, 
by persevering importunity. 

And they call the blind man, saying unto him. Be of 
good comfort, rise ; He calleth thee. 

50 And he, casting away his garment, rose, and 
came to Jesus. 

Is not the garment wherein we clothe ourselves an emblem of 
our own righteousness ? and must we not do as did Bartimsdus, 
cast all such away " as filthy rags," if we would be •* clothed upon" 
with the righteousness of Cheist ? But in this particular case it 
was apparently the blind man's eagerness to come to his Satioub 
which made him cast aside his garment, lest it should hinder and 
delay him. 

61 And Jesus answered and said unto him. What 
wilt thou that I should do unto thee ? The blind 
man said unto Him, Lord, that I might receive my 
sight. 

62 And Jesus said unto him, Go thy way; thy 
faith hath made thee whole. And immediately he re- 
ceived his sight, and followed Jesus in the way. 

**The way,'* that is, the road to Jerusalem, which then was to 
Him the way to suffering and death, and through death to rising 
again. And to us also for this purpose is light given, that we 
may follow Jesus in the way, the way of self-denial, and holiness^ 
and life. " This Qod is our &od for ever and ever ; He shall be 
our Quide unto death." 

Almighty God, Who hast given Thine only Sok to be unto us 
both a sacrifice for sin, and also an ensample of godly life ; give 
us grace that we may always most thankfully receive that His in- 
estimable benefit, and also daily endeavour ourselves to follow the 
blessed steps of His most holy life; through the f».\&sb ^^sss^";^ 
Chbist our LoBD. Amen. 

k2 
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CHAPTER XI. 

1 And when they came nigh to Jerusalem, unto 
Bethphage and Bethany, at the Mount of Olives, 

This was on the day which we call Palm Sunday ; the first day 
of that week which is sometimes called '' the great week ;" aud 
sometimes " Holy Week" — the week which is most fittingly spent 
by Christians in humbling themselves, and in prayer and penitence. 

He sendeth forth two of His disciples, 

2 And saith unto them, Go your way into the vil- 
lage over against you : and as soon as ye be entered 
into it, ye shall find a colt tied, whereon never man 
sat ; loose him, and bring him. 

This colt, thus tied, was a type of the Gentile people, tied with 
the chain of sin, waiting to be set free by the Lobd Jesus, and to 
be brought by Him into the glorious liberty of the children of 
Gob. 

3 And if any man say unto you. Why do ye this ? 
say ye that the Lord hath need of him ; and straight- 
way he will send him hither. 

4 And they went their way, and found the colt tied 
by the door without in a place where two ways met ; 
and they loose him. 

5 And certain of them that stood there said unto 
them. What do ye, loosing the colt ? 

6 And they said unto them even as Jesus had com- 
manded : and they let them go. 

It is said " them," although a colt only has been mentioned, 
because, aa we Jearn from S. Matthew, the ass was with the colt . 
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7 And they brought the colt to Jesus, and east 
their garments on him ; and He sat upon him. 

This spreadiug of their garments upon the colt was a mark of 
respect and honour, as we read that *' the captains" did so for 
Jehu when he had been anointed King over Israel (2 Kings ix. 13). 
This respect and honour is now shown to Him, Who, being King 
of kings and Loed over all, and Almighty, had humbled Himself 
to become a Man. 

8 And many spread their garments in the way : and 
others cut down branches oflF the trees, and strawed 
them in the way. 

9 And they that went before, and they that followed, 
cried, Hosanna; Blessed is He that cometh in the 
Name of the Lord : 

** They that went before" may represent the Saints of old time 
in the Jewish Church; and "they that followed" may be taken 
for the Christian Saints in the Catholic Church : and both are 
found to join in one song of faith and praise to the one Savioub 
of them all, Who broke down the middle wall of partition between 
them, and reconciled both unto Q-od by His Cross, and in Him- 
self of them twain made one new Man. 

"Hosanna'* means **save now, we pray Thee:" it could there- 
fore be addressed most properly only to Q-od ; and may be con- 
sidered as an acknowledgment on the part of the people — though 
it may be they did not know the real meaning of their cry — of 
our Lobd's Divine Nature. Or, as we find the word in Psalm 
cxviii., it may be that the whole of that Psalm was chanted on 
this occasion. Or, the word may be taken as a prayer for Cubist 
— for the people knew that the rulers were seeking to kill Him 
(S. John vii. 25, 26,) — in which case the word will mean, " O 
GrOD our Fatheb, save our King, the Son of David, the Anointed 
One." 

10 Blessed be the kingdom of our father David, 
that cometh in the Name of the Lord : Hosanna in 
the highest. 

" The kingdom," — even as He had Himself said to "Q-w^rA^ 
speaking of Himself, " Of the fruit oi t\i^ \io^^ ^^^ %^^ ^ij^^^s. 
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thy seat:" — and again, to the Blessed Virgin Mother, by the 
Angel Gabriel, — *' the Lobd God shall give unto Him the throne 
of His father David." 

Thus our LoBB entered Jerusalem with loud Hosannas ; yet 
He was going to suffering and death, but these very sufferings 
were, so to speak, part of His triumphs. 

Ride on I ride on in majesty I 

Hark ! all the tribes Hosanna cry ; 

O Saviour meek, pursue Thy road 

With palms and scattered garments strowed. 

Ride on 1 ride on in majesty ! 

In lowly pomp ride on to ctie : 

O Christ, Thy triumphs now begin 

O'er captive death, and conquered sin. 

Ride on ! ride on in majesty ! 

The angel armies of the sky 

Look down with sad and wondering eyes 

To see the approaching Sacrifice. 

Ride on ! ride on in majesty I 
The last and fiercest strife is nigh : 
The Father, on His sapphire throne. 
Awaits His own Anointed Son. 

Ride on 1 ride on in majesty I 
In lowly pomp ride on to die ; 
Bow Thy meek head to mortal pain, 
Then take, O God, Thy power, and reign. 

1 1 And Jesus entered into Jerusalem, and into the 
temple : and when He had looked round about upon 
all things, and now the eventide was come, He went 
out unto Bethany with the twelve. 

He entered of His own accord into Jerusalem, where thej who 
sought His life were now gathered together, for He had said, speak- 
ing of His life, ^* I lay it down of Myself, and no man taketh it from 
Me :" and, by going at once to the temple, He offered Himself 
first of all to God : but why did He look round upon all things ? 
It may have been as Sovereign and Master, claiming them all as 
His own ; or it may have been as Man, seeing whether there 
were any one there, who, for the love of G-od, would give Him 
shelter for the night ; but He found none, and went to Bethany, 
where Lazarus dwelt, whom He had raised from the dead, and 
tr/^ whom He found a home. 
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The word " Bethany*' means " the house of obedience ;" every 
one, therefore, who really obeys the word of God is making his 
heart a home where Chbist will enter in and lodge. ** Teach me, 
O LoBD, the way of Thy statutes, and I shall keep it unto the 
end. . G-ive me understanding, and I shall keep Thy law, yea, for 
ever and ever." 

1 2 And on the morrow, when they were come from 
Bethany, He was hungry : 

Showing how truly He was Man, even when just about to speak 
and act as God. 

13. And seeing a fig-tree afar oflF having leaves, He 
came, if haply He might find anything thereon : and 
when He came to it, He found nothing but leaves ; for 
the time of figs was not yet. 

14 And Jesus answered and said unto it, No man 
eat fruit of thee hereafter for ever. 

" And presently the fig-tree withered away." (S. Matt. xxi. 19.) 
It was not, however, until the next morning that the Apostles 
perceived it. 

It was not the time for figs, neither was it the time for abun- 
dance of leaves : the fact that this particular tree had great show 
of leaves, was in itself a sign that fruit also might reasonably be 
expected on it. But did not our Lobd know that there was no 
fruit ? or did He it altogether for man's sake ? Surely for man's 
sake. To teach the Jews generally, that He could sweep them 
from His path if He so pleaded ; to teach His disciples that they 
had no cause to fear for Him, for that He was the " Mighty 
God ;'' and to teach us all, Jews and Gentiles, even to the end of 
the world, the utter unprofitableness of the outward show of reli- 
gion, without the inward power. 

" Stir up, we beseech Thee, O Loed, the wills of Thy faithful 
people ; that they, plenteously bringing forth the fruit of good 
works, may of Thee be plenteously rewarded ; through Jesus 
Cubist our Lobd. Amen.'* 

And His disciples heard it. 

That is, the withering word vrh\c\i "B.^ «^^*^ \»^ ^'^ ^^^^ft^* 
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1 5 And they come to Jerusalem : and Jesus went 
into the temple, and began to cast out them that sold 
and bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of 
the moneychangers, and the seats of them that sold 
doves ; 

A mighty miracle surely, that He, one Man, and *' despised and 
rejected of men," should thus completely overpower a large crowd ! 
But that one Man was the Most Mighty, — the Almighty — ^and 
** His right hand had taught Him terrible things." 

16 And would not suflFer that any man should carry 
any vessel through the temple. 

That is, any vessel which was being used in common life ; and 
so did He teach us the reverence which is due to Churches. 
" LoBD, I have loved the habitation of Thy house, and the place 
where Thine honour dwelleth." 

17 And He taught. 

That is, He explained the meaning of what He had done, and 
what the temple really was. 

sajdng unto them. Is it not written. My house shall be 
called of all nations the house of prayer ? 

Or, ** an house of prayer for all people." (See Isa. Ivi. 7.) 

but ye have made it a den of thieves. (Jer. vii. II.) 

It might have been said, that all that was done in the temple 
might lawfully be done, for that it was all for God's honour; 
the doves were to be offered to Him, and the changers of money 
were there to enable strangers to purchase sacrifices : but all su(m 
excuses He had long before rejected, saying, '' Behold, to obey is 
better than sacrifice ; and to hearken, than the fat of rams.*' (1 
Sam. XV. 22.) 

18 And the scribes and chief priests heard it^ and 
sought how they might destroy Him : for they feared 
Him, because all the people was astonished at His 
doctrine. 
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19 And when even was come, He went out of the 
city. 

20 And in the morning, as they passed by, they saw 
the fig-tree dried up from the roots. 

21 And Peter calling to remembrance saith unto 
Him, Master, behold, the fig-tree which Thou cursedst 
is withered awav. 

22 And Jesus answering saith unto them. Have 
faith in God. 

23 For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall 
say unto this mountain. Be thou removed, and be thou 
cast into the sea ; and shall not doubt in his heart, 
but shall believe that those things which he saith shall 
come to pass ; he shall have whatsoever he saith. 

The immediate meaning of our Blessed Master*B words seems to 
be : ** The Jews, those of them, who are Mine enemies, will ap- 
pear presently to be prospering in all their plans, as was this tree 
yesterday, and to have withered Me ; but do you keep your faith 
m Me, in My Divine Nature, and you will see, how, in Mine own 
time, I shall root out all deceitful lips, and blast them, even as 
this tree has been blasted. And it is not I only Who shall do 
this," He goes on, " but you also, by faith and prayer, shall work 
wonders hereafter." 

As regards the special wonder of which our Savioub speaks, 
it may, of course, be understood quite literally : God can enable 
men to remove mountains, as well as to heal the sick or to raise 
the dead, though no such miracle has been recorded. It may be 
taken spiritually also. The mountain may be the Lobd Jesus 
Himself. (1 Cor. x. 4.) And the sea may represent the Gen- 
tiles. (See Eev. xvii. 15.) The Mountain was removed and 
given to them, when the Apostles said, " from henceforth we will 
go unto the Gentiles." Or again, the mountain may mean the 
Temple, God's " Holy Hill," His " Mountain of Holiness." This 
again was taken from its place and given to the whole world. Or, 
once more, there is a mountain of sin, which may be cast into the 
sea of the Blood of the Lamb, and be wholly lost in it. ** H^ h;^ 
turn again. He will have coropas^ioix \3L^wi "siA \ ^^ ^^ ^s^^fcSi*^ 
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our iniquities, and Thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of 
the sea." (Micah vii. 19.) 

24 Therefore I say unto you, What things soever 
ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, 
and ye shall have them. 

We must remember that this promise means, " if we ask any- 
thing according to His will, He heareth us." (1 S. John v. 14.) 
Also if we ask, " lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubt- 
ing ;" for, " if I incline unto wickedness with my heart, the Lord 
will not hear me." 

25 And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have 
ought against any : that your Father also Which is in 
heaven may forgive you your trespasses. 

26 But if ye do not forgive, neither will your Fa- 
ther Which is in heaven forgive your trespasses. 

For " though I have all faith, so that I could renv)ve mountains, 
and have not charity, I am nothing." 

27 And they come again to Jerusalem : and as He 
was walking in the temple, there come to Him the 
chief priests, and the scribes, and the elders, 

28 And say unto Him, By what authority doest 
Thou these things ? and who gave Thee this authority 
to do these things ? 

" These things ;*' that is, to enter in triumphal procession into 
the city, and into the temple ; and to cast out those whom the 
chief Priests had permitted to be there ; and to be, each day, 
openly teaching there ; and receiving those who came to Him 
there. 

29 And Jesus answered and said unto them, I will 
also ask of you one question, and answer Me, and I 
will tell you by what authority I do these things. 

30 The baptism of John, was it from heaven, or of 
men ? answer Me. 
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By '' Baptism" our Lobd does not so much mean the actual 
ceremony of baptizing, which S. John practised, as the authority 
whereby he acted. Christian Baptism alone can truly be said to 
be from heaven ; because it was ordained by Chbist Himself, and 
conveys the gift of the new birth. 

31 And they reasoned with themselves, saying, If 
we shall say, From heaven ; He will say, Why then 
did ye not believe him ? 

And, especially, they might suppose our Lobd would ask, when 
he spake of Me, and of My Divine Nature P (See S. John i. 29 ; 
i. 34.) 

32 But if we shall say. Of men ; they feared the 
people : for all men counted John, that he was a pro- 
phet indeed. 

33 And they answered and said unto Jesus, We 
cannot tell. And Jesus answering saith unto them. 
Neither do I tell you by what authority I do these 
things. 

Since ye deny that ye know those things which yet ye really 
do know ; and by that denial show that ye are not honestly seek- 
ing for the truth, but only tempting Me ; I will make no revela- 
tion of Myself to you ; for it is written, " that it is among them 
that fear Him that the secret of the Lobd is, and He will show 
them His covenant" (Ps. xxv. 13) ; but as for you, ye are " the dogs" 
to whom it is not lawful to give holy things. (S. Matt. vii. 6.) 



CHAPTER XIL 

1 And He began to speak unto them by parables. 
A certain man planted a vineyard, and set an hedge 
about it, and digged a place for t\\'^^\xv'^Sa!^^^^^^'^^^^ 
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a tower, and let it out to husbandmen, and went into 
a far country. 

In this parable *' a certain man" means, God the Fatheb ; the 
vineyard, is the house of Israel ; the hedge is, perhaps, the Law, 
whereby they were separated from all others, and fenced round to be 
God's peculiar people, — or it may mean the guardian care of an- 
gels, or, a protection, which for their fathers' sakes, (see 2 Kings 
xix. 34,) God threw around them ; the winefat is the altar, 
whereon the blood of slain beasts was poured, showing forth the 
precious Blood of the one true Lamb of God ; the tower is the 
temple, " the tower of the flock, the stronghold of the daughter of 
Zion," (Micah iv. 8 ;) and the husbandmen are the priests, or 
perhaps the individual Jews; and when it is said the planter 
of the vineyard went into a far country, it means that God left 
them to act of their own free will, or, that He made as though He 
did not see their doinge, in His merciful long-suffering. And thus, 
O my Fatheb, tender and most pitiful, hast Thou been dealing 
with me, not rendering my sins upon me, but waiting with divine 
patience, if so be, I might bring forth fruit unto holiness ; eyen so, 
still bear with me. 

2 And at the season he sent to the husbandmen a 
servant, that he might receive from the husbandmen 
of the fruit of the vineyard. 

3 And they caught him, and beat him, and sent him 
away empty. 

4 And again he sent unto them another servant ; 
and at him they cast stones, and wounded him in the 
head, and sent him away shamefully handled. 

5 And again he sent another ; and him they killed, 
and many others ; beating some, and killing some. 

By these servants, we may understand, Moses, the Judges, and 
the Prophets, concerning some of whom we read in the Old Tes- 
tament, — ** And the Loed God of their fathers sent unto them 
by His messengers, rising up betimes, and sending ; because He 
had compassion on His people, and on His dwelling-place. But 
they mocked the messengers of God, and despised His words, and 
misused His Prophets, until the wrath of the Lobd arose against 
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His people, till there was no remedy," (2 Chron. xxxvi. 15, 16.) 
And again we read in the New Testament that they — '^ had trials 
of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and im- 
prisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were 
tempted, were slain with the sword," (Heb. xi. 36, 37.) 

6 Having yet therefore one son, his well-beloved, 
he sent him also last unto them, saying, They will re- 
verence my son. 

Here the all-knowing Fatheb, though knowing perfectlyand 
from the beginning, what the people would actually do, condescends 
to speak, as man, even as a tender father would speak, hoping as 
it were against hope : in like manner He had spoken by the pro- 
phet, saying, '* Surely, they are My people, children that will 
not lie." 

7 But those husbandmen said among themselves, 
This is the heir ; come, let us kill him, and the inheri- 
tance shall be our's. 

But how could this be ? How (5ould murdering the heir secure 
to the murderers his inheritance ? Our Lord, it must be borne 
in mind, is not here describing what was really the case : He is 
telling us only what the hopes ^d plans of the husbandmen really 
were. Thus, on this very day, the thought may have been passing 
through the minds of the chief priests and Pharisees, that if they 
could kill the " Lobd of glory," they might then keep for them- 
selves, that is, keep from the Eomans, " both their place and na- 
tion." (See S. John xi. 48.) Or, we may regard the Jewish people 
as the ** inheritance :" these were now with Chbist our Saviotje ; 
but if He were removed, the chief priests and Pharisees would re- 
gain their hold on them ; or, once more, the " inheritance" may be 
God's Law, of which (if the great Teacher of truth were taken 
out of the way) the Jewish rulers might continue to give their 
false interpretations, without any one to hinder them, (see chap, 
vii. 9 — 13), and so might be said to possess it. 

8 And they took him, and killed Aim, and cast him 
out of the vineyard. 

9 What shall therefore the lord o£ t\sfeN\ss5e^'«s5s.^ss^'< 
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he will come and destroy the husbandmen, and will 
give the vineyard unto others. 

• 

'* Yet many years didst Tbou forbear them, and testifiedst against 
them by Thy Spirit in Thy prophets, yet would they not give ear ; 
therefore gayest Thou them into the hand of the people of the 
lands ;" (Neh. ix. 30), and so, as a nation, the husbandmen have 
been destroyed, and Ghentiles have become the Israel of God. 

10 And have ye not read this scripture ; The stone 
which the builders rejected is become the head of the 
corner : 

1 1 This was the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous 
in our eyes ? 

The "scripture'* is Psalm cxviii. 22, 23 ; but it is not in this 
Psalm only that the blessed Jesus is likened to a stone : under 
the same figure He is spoken of in other parts of God's Word. 
Thus, in His birth, He was the stone of which Daniel (ii. 34) says 
'^ that it was cut out without hands," for He had no earthly father. 
In His suffering, He was the stone of which Zechariah (iii. 9), 
says, that it was engraved with God's graving ; graven with the 
scourges, and the crown of thorns, and the piercing nails. In His 
resurrection, He was the sure foundation-stone, concerning which, 
Isaiah saith (xzviii. 16) *' he that believeth on Him shall not make 
haste;" or as the Apostle puts it* in Bom. iz. 83, *' shall not be 
ashamed :" and as binding the two people of the world, the Jew 
and Gentile, in one, and of them building for Himself, one city of 
faithful men, one temple of the Holy Ghost, He is the Corner- 
stone. 

12 And they sought to lay hold on Him, but feared 
the people : for they knew that He had spoken the 
parable against them : and they left Him, and went 
their way. 

13 And they send unto Him certain of the Phari- 
sees and of the Herodians, to catch Him in His words. 

14 And when they were come, they say unto Him, 
Master, we know that Thou art true, and carest for no 
man: 
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That is, " arfc not afraid of any man, even though he be an em- 
peror." 

for Thou regardest not the person of men, but teaehest 
the way of God in truth : 

With this miserable flattery they thought to deceive their God. 
" Their device is only how to put Him out Whom God will exalt : 
their delight is in lies ; they give good words with their mouth, 
but curse with their heart.** (Ps. Ixii. 4.) 

Is it lawful to give tribute to Csesar, or not ? 
1 i Shall we give, or shall we not give ? 

Observe how very artfully this question is framed ; for if our 
LoBD answered " yes," the Pharisees would then be enabled to set 
the people against Him, for they hated the very thought of being 
subject to CsBsar; if He answered "no," then the Herodians 
would have a charge of treason against Him, which they might 
lay before the' governor, and get Him cast into prison, and pro- 
bably put to death. 

But He, knowing their hypocrisy, said unto them, Why 
tempt ye Me ? bring Me a penny that I may see it. 

16 And they brought it. And He saith unto them, 
Whose is this image and superscription ? And they 
said unto Him, Caesar 's* 

Superscription means, the name and words on the money. 

17 And Jesus answering said unto them, Render to 
Csesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the 
things that are God's. 

The particular question then which these bad men asked, the 
LoBD Jesus did not answer ; for of such as they, He had long 
before said by the prophet Ezekiel, "Should I be enquired of 
by them ? As I live, saith the Lobd God, I will not be enquired 
of by you." The question of tribute — that is, whether it ought to 
be paid to Csesar, — He leaves them to settle among themselves ; 
but He lays down the broad principle, that what we acknowled.^^ 
to belong to any one, that we should g^N^ \.o Vwsv, '''^^^^^x^s^ ^s^ 

Ii2i 
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whom tribute is due, custom to whom custom, fear to whom fear, 
honour to whom honour ;" earthly things to earthly masters, oar- 
selves to God. 

And they marvelled at Him. 

But only in barren wonder, not in humble, loving adoration. 

18 Then come unto Him the Sadducees, which say 
there is no resurrection ; and they asked Him, saying, 

19 Master, Moses wrote unto us, If a man's brother 
die, and leave his wife behind him, and leave no chil- 
dren, that his brother should take his wife, and raise 
up seed unto his brother. 

20 Now there were seven brethren : and the first 
took a wife, and dying left no seed. 

2 1 And the second took her, and died, neither left 
he any seed : and the third likewise. 

22 And the seven had her, and left no seed : last of 
all the woman died also. 

23 In the resurrection therefore, when they shall 
rise, whose wife shall she be of them ? for the seven 
had her to wife. 

24 And Jesus answering said unto them. Do ye 
not therefore err, because ye know not the scriptures, 
neither the power of God ? 

Ignorance, therefore, and presumption were the two sources of 
their error, even as they are a very fruitful source of errors now. 
Ignorance of what the Scripture had said about the resurrection 
and the future life ; and presumption, in supposing they had found 
out something which was not possible with God. 

25 For when they shall rise from the dead, they 
neither marry, nor are given in marriage ; but are as 
the angels which are in heaven. 

Our Lobd's meaning is, when the bodies of men are raised at 
the last day, it will not be to live over again an earthly life, with 
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earthly feelings, and affections, and desires ; but it will be to live 
a heavenly and angelic life, wherein there will be no change or 
wasting away, and wherein for this, and it may be for other reasons, 
there will be no need of marriage. 

26 And as touching the dead, that they rise : have 
ye not read in the book of Moses, how in the bush 
God spake unto him, saying, I am the God of Abra- 
ham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? 

These words of our Satioue show us how much more there is 
in Scripture than at first sight appears. God spake to Moses in 
the burning bush, and called Himself " the God of Abraham ;" and 
Chbist tells us, that in this simple announcement was contained, 
not only the assurance that the Patriarch lived, but also the pro- 
mise that he should rise again. In truth, if we may say it with 
reverence, the All-wise, All-knowing God cannot speak without 
meaning many things at once. Every word of His is full of in- 
struction, looking many ways : and, O blessed Spirit of truth and 
holiness, Thou Who didst speak by the Prophets, Thou "Who didst 
guide the Apostles into all truth, teach Thou Thy servants to un- 
derstand Thy Word, to see its real meaning, and with loving 
hearts to embrace it, that we may live for Thee here, and live 
with Thee hereafter, where Thou livest and reignest eternally. 

How the words of Moses do contain the doctrine of the !Resur- 
rection we may see, if we draw them out rather more fully. ** I 
am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob :" the bodies, therefore, of these patriarchs, as well as their 
souls, are in the hands of One Who ever keeps a careful, loving 
watch over them ; this is implied in the idea that He is their God. 
Now this protecting care of the Almighty must have some object; 
and seeing that He is the all-merciful and all-loving One, this 
object can be nothing else but the perfect blessedness of those He 
loves. But the happiness of the saints, to be perfect, must be 
both of body and soul : God therefore, that He may. attain His 
object, and not only be, but also prove Himself their God, will 
one day raise the bodies which now are sleeping in the dust of the 
earth, and unite them to their souls ; and then both together, 
through the merits of their Savioub, will enter into the fulness 
of joy, be with Him Who loved, and loves, and ever will love them, 
and Whom they, by the grace which He gives, love in return. 
The blessed Teacher goes on : 
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2/ He is not the God of the dead, but the God of 
the living : 

They, therefore, who are departed out of this life have not 

Eerished, have not ceased to be : in some sense they are still alive, 
oth soul and body. Oh, strange, mysterious awfulness of the 
human being, even when the body has mouldered away, it is still, 
as well as the soul, in some sense alive in God's sight, '' for all 
live unto Him." Well might He therefore say to those Sad- 
ducees, who say there is no resurrection, 

ye therefore do greatly err. 

28 And one of the scribes came, and having heard 
them reasoning together, and perceiving that He had 
answered them well, asked Him, Which is the first 
commandment of all ? 

That which moved this scribe to speak seems to have been ad- 
miration for the great wisdom which the blessed Jesus had shown, 
and a real desire to be taught by Him. And an immediate and 
full answer his Master gives, yea, ever will give, to all who in that 
spirit inquire of Him. 

29 And Jesus answered him, The first of all the 
commandments isy Hear, O Israel; The Lord our 
God is one Lord : 

One, in essence ; One, in substance ; One, in that He is Gk>i> : 
yet is there '' one Parson of the Father, another of the Soir, and 
another of the Holt Ghost." 

30 And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, 
and with all thy strength: this is the first command- 
ment. 

31 And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself. There is none other 
commandment greater than these. 

The two commandments are like each other, in that love is the 
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end of both,^ and there is nothing greater than love : for " now 
abideth &ith, hope, charity ; but the greatest of these is charity." 

Wouldst thou the life of souls discern ? 

Nor human wisdom nor divine 
Helps thee by ought beside to learn ; 

Love is life's only sign. 
The spring of the regenerate heart, 

The pulse, the glow of every part, * 
Is the true love of Christ our Lord, 
As Man embraced, as God adored. 

Blessed Sateoue, by "Whose blood we have been redeemed, by 
"Whose grace we are justified, by "Whose love we are always en- 
compassed about, teach us to love Thee more and more. 

32 And the scribe said unto Him, Well, Master, 
Thou hast said the truth : for there is one God, and 
there is none other but He : 

33 And to love Him with all the heart, and with all 
the understanding, and with all the soul, and with all 
the strength, and to love his neighbour as himself, is 
more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices. 

34 And when Jesus saw that he answered dis- 
creetly, He said unto him, Thou art not far from the 
kingdom of God. 

He wanted but little to become the disciple of Chbist, since Q-od 
had taught him that '^ the end of the commandment is charity 
out of a pure heart, and of faith unfeigned." (1 Tim. i. 6.) The 
law had been his "schoolmaster to bring him to Chbist," and he 
had been able to master the great principle, that the Law and the 
GK)spel were one. He was therefore at the door of Christianity. 

And no man after that durst ask Him any question. 

That is, any question of a captious, ensnaring nature, or any 
question "tempting Him." From this sorrow, blessed Sa.vioub, 
— for such questions were a real sorrow to Thee, — Thou wast now 
set free ; but very soon other sorrows will be pressing upon Thee. 

35 And Jesus answered and said, while He taught 

1 Gal. V. 14. 
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in the temple, How say the scribes that Christ is the 
Son of David ? 

36 For David himself said by the Holy Ghost, The 
Lord said to my Lord, 

That is, the Lobd of all, the Jehovah, the I AM, said unto 
my Lord, the Messiah, 

Sit Thou on My right hand, till I make Thine enemies 
Thy footstool. 

If we understand these words as spoken to the Lord Jesus in 
His Divine nature, as the Second Person of the Holt TRnriTT, 
they mean, '* Sit Thou as My equal, as One with Me, as never se- 
parated from Me :" if we take them as spoken to Him in His 
human nature, as the *' Man Christ Jesus," the one Mediator 
between God and man, then the meaning is, " Sit Thou above all 
creation, above cherubim and seraphim in the highest and holiest 

Slace of all, until the end come, when there will be no need of a 
lediator, and God be all in all." 

37 David therefore himself calleth Him Lord ; and 
whence is He then his Son ? 

As God, He was David's Lord ; as Man, He was David's Son. 
(Eom. i. 3.) 

And the common people heard Him gladly. 

38 And He said unto them in His doctrine, Beware 
of the scribes, which love to go in long clothing, and 
love salutations in the marketplaces, 

39 And the chief seats in the synagogues, and the 
uppermost rooms at feasts : 

40 Which devour widows' houses, and for a pre- 
tence make long prayers : these shall receive greater 
damnation. 

Because to thieving they added hypocrisy; but the blessed 
Jesus does not mean that the long robes, and such things, were 
in themselves wrong ; but they became wrong in these scribes, 
beeauae thej wore them from a wicked motive, namely, to cloak over 
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their evil deeds, and to give themselves the outward appearance of 
holy men, that so they might be enabled to deceive and cheat. 

By " devouring widows' houses," He means that they contrived 
to get possession of the goods of widows by their pretended holi- 
ness, and spent them on themselves in luxurious living. 

41 And Jesus sat over against the treasury, and 
beheld how the people cast money into the treasury : 
and many that were rich cast in much. 

These gifts were offerings for the service of the Temple; and as 
they who gave them were laying up for themselves " a good foun- 
dation for the time to come," even so may we. " God loveth a 
cheerful giver." 

42 And there came a certain poor widow, and she 
threw in two mites, which make a farthing. 

She was not ashamed to give a very little, even when those 
about her were giving very largely ; for she knew to "Whom she was 
giving it, and that He did not weigh the actual amount that was 
given, but rather the store out of which it was given, and the heart 
and the motive of the giver. 

43 And He called unto Him His disciples, and saith 
unto them, Verily I say unto you, That this poor 
widow hath cast more in, than all they which have 
cast into the treasury : 

44 For all they did cast in of their abundance ; but 
she of her want did cast in all that she had, even all 
her living. 

Her faith indeed was real, her love indeed was deep ! 

Bring thine all, thy choicest treasure, 

Heap it high and hide it deep : 
Thou shalt win overflowing measure, 
Thou shalt climb where skies are steep. 
For as heaven's true only light 
Quickens all those forms so bright, 
So where bounty never faints, 
There the Lord is with His Saints, 
Mercy's sweet contagion spreading 

Far and wide from heart to heart, 
From His wounds atonement %\ie^^Y(v% 
On the blessed widow^e pari. 
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CHAPTER Xm. 

1 And as He went out of the temple, one of His 
disciples saith unto Him, Master, see what manner of 
stones and what buildings are here 1 

Almost the last words of the Lord JEsrs in His temple had 
been, " Behold, your house is left unto you desolate." (S. Matt, 
zxiii. 38.) The meaning, then, of this disciple, when he pointed 
out the buildings of the temple to his Master, may have been to 
ask, " Is it possible that a building so stately and so gorgeous, is 
to be actually deserted and overthrown ?" 

2 And Jesus answering said unto him, Seest thou 
these great buildings ? there shall not be left one stone 
upon another, that shall not be thrown down. 

The temple and the city were destroyed as He said, about forty 
years after He spake these words : indeed. He had declared by 
His prophet that the sins of His people would bring about this 
destruction. '^ Therefore shall Zion for your sake be ploughed 
a8 a field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the mountain 
of the house as the high places of the forest." (Micah iii. 12.) 

3 And as He sat upon the mount of Olives over 
against the temple, Peter and James and John and 
Andrew asked Him privately, 

4 Tell us, when shall these things be? and what 
shall be the sign when all these things shall be ful- 
filled ? 

Our LoBD does not immediately answer the question of His 
Apostles : He tells them in general terms what things were 
coming upon the earth ; partly, that their faith might be prepared 
for the fiery trials which were to try it ; partly, that they might 
ever be living a life of prayer and watchfulness. Verily, blessed 
is that servant whom his Lobd, when He cometh, shall find bo 
living. 



S. MAEK XIII. 5—9. 121 

5 And Jesus answering them began to say, Take 
heed lest any man deceive you. 

6 For many shall come in My Name, saying, I am 
Christ ; and shall deceive many. 

Our LoBD Himself explains what " in My Name" here means ; 
it means, claiming to be God or the Messiah. Thus, before the 
destruction of Jerusalem, came Simon Magus, who " bewitched the 
people of Samaria, giving out that himself was some great one.** 
(Acts viii. 9.) Again, S. John, after that terrible destruction, 
writes of his own time, " Even now are there many Antichrists." 
(1 S. John ii. 18.) In like manner S. Paul says, concerning the 
man of sin, the son of perdition, that he will oppose and " exalt 
himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped ; so 
that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself 
that he is God" — that is, pretending to be God. (2 Thess. ii. 
3,4.) 

7 And when ye shall hear of wars and rumours of 
wars, be ye not troubled : 

That is, as though the end were actually come. 

for such things must needs be ; but the end shall not 
he yet. 

8 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom : and there shall be earthquakes in 
divers places, and there shall be famines and troubles : 
these are the beginnings of sorrows. 

9 But take heed to yourselves: for they shall de- 
liver you up to councils ; and in the synagogues ye 
shall be beaten : and ye shall be brought before rulers 
and kings for My sake, for a testimony against them. 

Our Loed's meaning seems to be, " Tour being brought before 
rulers will give them the opportunity of hearing the truth, and so 
it will be a testimony unto them. This very fact, if they refuse 
to listen to you, will bear witness against them in the last great 
judgment.'*! 

2 Cor. u. \5. 

"Ml 
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10 And the gospel must first be published among 
all natioDS. 

These words were, in a sense, fulfilled before the destmction of 
Jerusalem, as S. Paul tells us in Item. z. 18, Col. i. 6 ; but more 
perfectly will they be fulfilled before the end of all things. Surely, 
even now, they are being fulfilled ; the Church is spreading her- 
self into all lands. 

1 1 But when they shall lead you^ and deliver you 
up, take no thought beforehand what ye shall speak, 
neither do ye premeditate : but whatsoever shall be 
given you in that hour, that speak ye : for it is not ye 
that speak, but the Holy Ghost. 

12 Now the brother shall betray the brother to 
death, and the father the son ; and children shall rise 
up against their parents, and shall cause them to be 
put to death. 

13 And ye shall be hated of all men for My Name's 
sake : but he that shall endure unto the end, the same 
shall be saved. 

Hitherto our Lobd seems to have been foretelling what may be 
called the more remote signs of the destruction of Jerusalem, and 
doubtless also, when rightly understood, of the end of all things : 
He proceeds to declare those things which were immediately to 
precede it. 

] 4 But when ye shall see the abomination of deso- 
lation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing 
where it ought not, (let him that readeth understand,) 

The '* abomination of desolation" is the Eoman army, and espe- 
cially, perhaps, its standards, which were objects of a sort of wor- 
ship to the heathen soldiers of whom the army was composed : 
and *' standing where it ought not" means, either in Jerusalem 
itself, or in the immediate neighbourhood. 

then let them that be in Judaea flee to the mountains ; 
15 And let him that is on the housetop not go 
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down into the house, neither enter therein, to take 
anything out of his house : 

16 And let him that is in the field not turn back 
again for to take up his garment. 

Our LoBD means to imply that the time during which they 
would be able to escape from the guilty city would be so very 
short) that they must not think of any earthly thing, but of saving 
their lives only. It would be with them as it was in old time 
with Lot, to whom the Angel said, " Escape for thy life ; look not 
behind thee, neither stay thou in all the plain ; escape to the 
mountain, lest thou be consumed.'' 

17 But woe to them that are with child, and to 
them that give suck in those days ! 

Por the difficulty of escaping, to women so burdened, would be 
80 very much the greater. 

18 And pray ye that your flight be not in the 
winter. 

Eor the severity of the season would add so much to the 
hardship. 

19 For in those days shall be affliction, such as was 
not from the beginning of the creation which God 
created unto this time, neither shall be. 

The Jewish historian relates that, at the capture of Jerusalem, 
97,000 Jews were taken prisoners ; while, during the siege, no less 
than 1,100,000 men, women, and children perished. But the 
Almighty avenger of His own truth has Himself given us an al- 
most literal account of the miseries which came upon the inhabi- 
tants of Jerusalem during the siege, in Deut. xxviii. beginning at 
verse 49. And this account, it should be remembered, was given 
in solemn warning to the Jews fifteen hundred years before the 
woes actually came. 

20 And except that the Lord had shortened those 
days, no flesh should be saved \ W^ ia^ "^^ €srs:5^1^ 
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sake, whom He hath chosen, He hath shortened the 
days. 

" The elect," in this verse, are apparently those Jews who be- 
lieved and were baptized : for their sakes God brought to a speedy 
end that terrible war between their countrymen and the Itomans, 
which, if it had gone on longer, would have proved the utter ex- 
termination of the Jews ; for, by the words, " no flesh'* no Jew, 
is meant : thus, these pious Christians were, for their brethren 
after the flesh, what David had been before. (See 2 Kings six. 34.) 

2 1 And then if any man shall say to you, Lo, here 
is Christ ; or, lo, He is there ; believe him not : 

22 For false Ghrists and false prophets shall rise, 
and shall show signs and wonders, to seduce, if it were 
possible, even the elect. 

** The elect," that is, the humble, loving, Catholic Christians. 
The all-wise Eedeemer tells us that they, resting on Christ, on 
His Church, and on His "Word, with the shield of true and living 
faith, will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.* 

Between the Ascension into Heaven of our Saviour and the 
destruction of Jerusalem, many false prophets did arise, as He 
here foretells ; such an one was Theudas (Acts v. 36) ; and were 
allowed to do many and varied wonders, as were the Magicians in 
the time of Pharaoh ; and doubtless, before His second coming, 
there will be many false miracles wrought by Satan and his minis- 
ters,^ whose influence God's Saints will be able to overcome, by a 
calm, confiding love of Him and of His truth. 

23 But take ye heed : behold, I have foretold you 
all things. 

Hitherto we have considered our Lord's words as though He 
were foretelling almost exclusively the ruin of Jerusalem, once 
** the joy of the whole earth," and the' signs which should precede 
that terrible overthrow ; but signs such as these may be in some way 
the forerunners of His second coming also. Thus, there may be, 
before He appears, great wars on earth, of which the war between 
the Jews and Eomans may itself be a type : and these earthly 
wars, if there be such, may be themselves a picture of the spiritual 

' 2 Thess. ii. 8—10. 
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war which will then be raging between the Church and Antichrist. 
Again, before the end of all things, there will be a grievous per- 
secution of GK)d's servants, as there was before the fall of Jeru- 
salem, (verses 9, 12, 13,) wherein there will be the " falling away** 
of which S. Paul speaks (2 Thess. ii. 3) ; and possibly the amaz- 
ing numbers of Jews, who perished with their citT> may serve to 
illustrate the greatness of that falling away. Ana as the abomi- 
nation of desolation was to be seen standing where it ought not, 
as the last warning then, (14,) so there will be hereafter, Anti- 
christ himself pretending to be God, and standing in the most 
holy place. (2 Thess. ii. 4.) 

24 But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun 
shall be darkened, 

S. Paul tells us that '^at mid-day he saw a light, above the 
brightness of the sun" (Acts xxvi. 13) : this was the light in which 
the Blessed Jesus was, as it were, enshrined : in a similar manner, 
perhaps, we may understand these words, namely, that 'Hhe 
Drightness of His coming'* will make the created lights to appear 
dark. 

and the moon shall not give her light, 

25 And the stars of heaven shall fall, and the powers 
that are in heaven shall be shaken. 

''The powers that are in heaven" apparently mean the angels, 
who will, we may suppose, be astonished at the terrible shaking 
of God's creation ; or, it may be, at the sight of their fellow-ser- 
vants standing before the judgment-seat. 

26 And then shall they see the Son of Man coming 
in the clouds with great power and glory. 

"We may understand " the clouds*' here quite literally ; but we 
may also give them a spiritual meaning, for as the cloud which 
received the Lobd Jssus when He went up into heaven may have 
been a cloud of adoring angels, or a cloud of God's eternal glory ; 
BO the clouds with which He will come again may be the ** innu- 
merable company of the first-bom written in heaven," and the 
spirits of just men made perfect — the ** dead in Christ," of whom, 
we are told that they shall first arise, (I T\i^\». v^.^fe'^ 
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27 And then shall He send His angels, and shall 
gather together His elect from the four winds, from 
the uttermost part of the earth to the uttermost part 
of heaven. 

'* His elect" are the baptized who have lived for Him on earth; 
or, having wandered from Him, have returned to Him, and then, 
when He called them, '* departed this life in the true faith of His 
Holy Name." Their bodies will be gathered " from the uttermost 
parts of earth" to meet Him at His coming, even as their spirits 
and souls will be gathered from the uttermost part of Paradise, 
it may be, to attend upon His coming, certainly, to be reunited 
to their bodies, and then, together with Him, to enter into His 
glory. Oh, Blessed Lobd Jesu, grant me so to live and so to 
die, that I may not be ashamed before Thee at Thy coming ; but 
may, through Thy mercy, be permitted to enter in, if it be only 
to the very lowest place in Thy eternal presence. 

28 Now learn a parable of the fig-tree ; When her 
branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know 
that summer is near : 

29 So ye in like manher, when ye shall see these 
things come to pass, know that it is nigh, even at the 
doors. 

** It is nigh" might be translated ** He is nigh :" He, the One 
Savioub, the Almighty Judge : hence, from these verses. He 
would have us learn that although the day of His coming is, and 
ever will be a secret, yet that the approach of it may be discerned 
by His saints. 

30 Verily I say unto you, that this generation shall 
not pass, till all these things be done. 

If God is here speaking of the destruction of Jerusalem, then, 
" this generation" will mean, those who were then living, some of 
whom, we know, did see the overthrow of the guilty city : if, how- 
ever, He is speaking of the end of all things, and of His coming 
to judge the quick and the dead, then, "this generation" may 
mean, either the Jews, who, in spite of their country's ruin, still 
remain a people separated from all other people ; or it may meaui 
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faithful Christians — " the generation of them that seek Him, even 
of them that seek thy face, O Jacob," of whom a remnant — but, 
alas ! only a remnant^ — will be found upon earth when He comes. 
If this be the meaning of the words, then by them the All-merciful 
conveys to us the comfortable assurance that the terrible persecu- 
tions of the last days shall not prevail against His Church — that, 
amidst them all. His presence will be with her, and will save those 
who, in humble love and patience, endure in her unto the end. 
Do Thou, therefore. Blessed Jesus, Thou, from whom all blessings 
flow, give us Thy precious gifts of liumility and love, that, abiding 
in Thee, Thou mayest abide in us, and save us in all dangers and 
temptations, Who livest and reignest with the Father and the 
Holt Spieit, One God for evermore. 

31 Heaven and earth shall pass away: but My words 
shall not pass away. 

32 But of that day and that hour knoweth no raan, 
no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither the 
Son, but the Father. 

Our LoED Jestjs Cheist, in that He is God, One with the 
Patheb and the Holy Ghost, knoweth all things ; in Him are 
all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, but they are hid in 
Him. (Col. ii. 3.) Some of these treasures it is part of His 
office as Messiah to make known unto His Church, but there are 
others which it is not His office to reveal, one of these latter is 
the day of His coming ; this, therefore, He says that He knoweth 
not ; that is to say. He does not know it, as the Great Teacher 
sent from Gon, He does not know it, so as to feel called upon to 
make it known ; though, as God, He not only knows it, but has 
Himself settled when it shall be. 

33 Take ye heed, watch and pray : for ye know not 
when the time is. 

34 For the Son of Man is as a man taking a far 
journey, who left his house, and gave authority to his 
servants, and to every man his work, and commanded 
the porter to watch. 

By this '* house," or household, our Lobi) means that portion of 

^ S. Luke xylii, 8. 



128 s. MARK xui. 35 — 37 ; xnr. 1. 

His Church which is still militant here on earth ; from which He 
removed His visible presence, when He ascended up on high : the 
servants to whom He gave authority, are the Bishops and Priests 
of His Church : and when it is said, that He ga,\e to every man 
his work, it means, his own appointed place and duty : the Porter 
may be, as iu S. John x. 3, the Holy Ghost, Whom the Blessed 
Redeemer has sent down from heaven to watch in His Chaidi, 
and to watch over her, and to guide her into all the truth. 

35 Watch ye therefore : for ye know not when the 
Master of the house cometh, at even, or at midnight, 
or at the cockcrowing, or in the morning : 

36 Lest coming suddenly He find you sleeping. 

" Sleeping," that is, indolent, not " giving all diligence to make 
your calling and election sure ;'* or wrapped up in a carnal secu- 
rity as though ye were sure after a while of both place and time 
for repentance, forgetting that " now is the accepted time ;" " to- 
day, while it is called to-day." 

37 And what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch. 

Arise, and let us day and night 
Pray in the Spirit ceaselessly, 
That we may heed our Lord aright, 
And ever in His presence be : 
Arise, and let us haste to meet 
The Bridegroom standing at the door ; 
That, with the angels evermore, 
We too may worship at His feet. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

1 After two days was the feast of the Passover, and 
of unleavened bread : and the Chief Priests and the 
Scribes sought how they might take Him by craft, and 
put Him to death. 
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2 But they said, Not on the feast day^ lest there be 
an uproar of the people. 

That is, "lest the people, who on Palm Sunday brought Him 
with great triumph unto Jerusalem, rise up against us and rescue 
Him out of our hands." But in truth there was no need for this 
fear on the part of the priests, for as the Blessed Jesus had willed 
to suffer, so had He willed the manner, and the daj, and the hour 
of His suffering. 

We now go back to what took place, as it would appear, on the 
previous Saturday evening. 

3 And being in Bethany in the house of Simon the 
leper, as He sat at meat, there came a woman having 
an alabaster box of ointment of spikenard very pre- 
cious ; and she brake the box, and poured it on His 
head. 

"We are expressly told, in the original version of these words, 
bhat this ointment was genuine, that is, unmixed and unadulte- 
rated : to teach us, it may be, that offerings to Almighty God 
ought to be, not only valuable but pure and sincere. 

4 And there were some that had indignation within 
themselves, and said. Why was this waste of the oint- 
ment made ? 

5 For it might have been sold for more than three 
hundred pence, and have been given to the poor. And 
they murmured against her. 

The miserable traitor who began this murmuring cared not for 
the poor, as we are told by S. John ; but in the case of the other 
disciples who were led away by him, the poor may have been up- 
permost in their thoughts. At all events this excuse, which was 
put forward for withholding direct honour from our Eedeemer, 
shows us that He must have very earnestly inculcated upon them, 
and probably very much more frequently than has been recorded, 
the blessedness of caring for the poor. 

6 And Jesus said. Let her alone ; why trouble ye 
her ? she hath wrought a good work ow Ma. 
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7 For ye have the poor with you always, and when- 
soever ye will, ye may do them good : but Me ye have 
not always. 

*' Me :" that is, Te have Me not always, as I now am, in visible 
bodily presence, so as to be touched and anointed ; for spiritually 
and m Thy Divine Nature, yea, and in some mysterious way, in 
Thy very Flesh and Blood in the Holy Eucharist, Thou art ever 
with Thy members, O ever-present, ever-loving Bedeemer. 

8 She hath done what she could : 

Yet, doubtless, she felt as if it were all as nothing : her brother 
— for she is thought to have been the sister of Lazarus — had been 
called from the grave : her own soul had been brought out of a 
far worse grave, — out of the grave of lust and sin : she had •been 
allowed to sit at her Lord's feet, and hear His words, and feel 
His blessed Presence within her. What then was this, or any 
offering which she could make, in the way of return to the Al- 
mighty ? 

she is come aforehand to anoint My Body to the 
burying. 

This implies, ' It is almost the last thing, which she or any 
one can do for Me : death will very soon remove Me from your 
eyes.' Enough, it might have been thought to have appeased 
even jealousy and covetousness : even Judas. 

9 Verily I say unto you. Wheresoever this Gospel 
shall be preached throughout the whole world, this 
also that she hath done shall be spoken of for a me- 
morial of her, 

And now go where we will, to any part of the habitable world, 
we find this woman famous. The memory of kings and princes 
has passed away : there are many great cities, and we know not 
who built them ; there are many mighty nations, and we know 
not who founded them : while a poor woman pouring forth oint- 
ment in the house of a leper is well known, yea, and honoured, 
and will be remembered while the world lasts ; because He to 
Whom this service of love was rendered, said that so it should be. 
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10 And Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve, went unto 
the Chief Priests, to betray Him unto them. 

1 1 And when they heard it, they were glad, and 
promised to give him money. 

As Judah in old time bargained with the Ishmaelites for the sale 
of bis brother : and as the Prophet Zechariah had long before 
foretold, saying, " they weighed for My price thirty pieces of silver ;*' 
80 now, He Who vouchsafed in His wonderful humility to be 
called our Elder brother, — He, the Eternal Q-od, Who made the 
heavens, is sold by him whom He had for years made His '^ com- 
panion, and guide, and familiar friend" for that very sum, a little 
over three pounds of our money. To this did He humble Himself 
in His love for us. 

And he sought how he might conveniently betray 
Him. 

That is, "in the absence of the multitude.'* 

12 And the first day of unleavened bread, when 
they killed the Passover, His disciples said unto Him, 
Where wilt Thou that we go and prepare that Thou 
mayest eat the Passover ? 

13 And He sendeth forth two of His disciples, 

That is. He sendeth them from Bethany into Jerusalem. The 
two were S. Peter and S. John. 

and saith unto them, Go ye into the city, and there 
shall meet you a man bearing a pitcher of water : fol- 
low him. 

It probably was this water, which the Blessed One afterwards 
used at that overwhelming act of humility, the washing His dis- 
ciples' feet. 

14 And wheresoever he shall go in, say ye to the 
goodman of the house. The Master saith. Where is 
the guestchamber, where I shall eat the Passover with 
My disciples ? 
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15 And he will show you a large upper room fur- 
nished and prepared : there make ready for us. 

16 And His disciples went forth, and came into the 
city, and found as He had said unto them : and they 
made ready the Passover. 

This does not mean the Lamb of the Passover, for that could 
be procured only on the following day, from the priest in the 
temple : it means rather the things which our Redeemer needed 
for that Passover which He was about to eat with His disciples, 
which seems to have been not strictly the Jewish feast, but the 
beginning of the true and perfect Passover, the sacrifice of Him- 
self, the Lamb of God. 

17 And in the evening He cometh with the twelve. 

As it was the evening of the day, so was it the evening of the 
old dispensation, of the Jewish religion : and the evening of His 
life also. Who came to bring life and immortality to light by His 
dying and rising again. 

18 And as they sat and did eat, Jesus said. Verily 
I say unto you, One of you which eateth with Me 
shall betray Me. 

Tea, blessed Satioub, one who had often eaten with Thee, one 
whom Thou hadst fed all his life long, one who but for Thy ten- 
der pity and Thine unwearied love, would long before have gone 
** to his own place." 

19 And they began to be sorrowful, and to say unto 
Him one by one. Is it 1? and another said. Is it 1? 

20 And He answered and said unto them. It is one 
of the twelve, that dippeth with Me in the dish. 

21 The Son of Man indeed goeth, as it is written 
of Him : 

He goeth forth of His own will : it is not the traitorous and 

apostate Apostle who is bringing about His crucifixion : His 

dying is His own doing : He might hinder it, but He will not, 

because in His deep love for man He had so ordered from the 

beginning what is now coming on Him; therefore He "goeth." 
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but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is be- 
trayed ! good were it for that man if he had never 
been born. 

Fearful and terrible words indeed, from the Almighty Judge, 
Who hath power to cast both soul and body into hell, there to be 
for ever and ever in unspeakable torture. Surely if words could 
have made Judas hesitate in his woeful, self-ruinous course, these 
would have done so ; but Satan had possession of him : that is to 
say, he had given himself to Satan, and the accursed one held 
him fast. 

22 And as they did eat, Jesus took bread, and 
blessed, and brake it^ and gave to them, and said, 
Take, eat : This is My Body. 

" He took bread," even as He had taken a human body : " He 
blessed it," even as He had blessed His human nature, by making 
it one with His divinity : and with His own hands He brake the 
bread, even as He of His free and loving will, allowed His Body 
to be broken upon the Cross. It must however be borne in mind, 
that in some unspeakable way, known to Himself, but unknown 
to us, that very bread which He had taken, and blessed, and 
broken, became His very Body : ** This is My Body." 

23 And He took the cup, and when He had given 
thanks. He gave it to them : and they all drank of it. 

24 And He said unto them. This is My Blood of 
the New Testament, Which is shed for many. 

" My Flesh is meat indeed, and My Blood is drink indeed. He 
that eateth My Flesh, and drinketh My Blood, dwelleth in Me 
and I in him." 

Here then, in this most holy Sacrament, is the fulfilment of 
that blessing which his father gave to Isaac, saying, ** with corn 
and wine have I sustained him." Here is that of which the Pro- 
phet Zecbariah spake, when he said, '^ Corn shall make the young 
men cheerful, and new wine the maids." Here is that Bread 
which God bringeth from the earth to " strengthen man's heart, 
and the wine that maketh glad the heart of man." O Lobi) Jestjs 
Cbbist, Whom now we receive beneath a veil, g;c«jcv^\ki»^'5^ix.^»5>&:^ 



134 s. MABK XIV. 26 — 27. 

Bouls, faithfully partaking of Thee, and receiving strength from 
Thee, may be enabled to perforin their journey to Thee, and with 
unveiled face behold Thee in Thy eternal glory. 

Word-made-Flesh, true bread He maketh 

By His word, His Flesh to be ; 
Wine, His Blood, which whoso taketh 

Must from carnal thoughts be free, 
Faith alone, though sight forsakech, 

Shows true hearts the mystery. 

25 Verily I say unto you, I will drink no more of 
the fruit of the vine, until that day that I drink it new 
in the kingdom of God. 

** That day," may mean the days He stayed below after His re- 
surrection ; or it may mean this present time, the days between 
His ascension and His second coming : — In the former period, 
when He partook of food with His disciples, it was new, for He 
partook of it in what may be called a new manner, that is, as not 
needing it ; He, in His spiritual body could never carnally hunger. 
And now, in these days His food is new, for when He shares with 
us, it is of that new and heavenly food, wherein He is Himself the 
Priest and Victim, 

26 And when they had sung an hymn, they went 
out into the Mount of Olives. 

The LoED Jesus went thither, no doubt, because He knew that 
there the unhappy traitor would seek Him ; but it may l>e asked, 
why did the divine Wisdom order that the betrayal should take 

?lace in the quiet still night, and in the solitude of the garden ? 
t may have been to avoid a tumult and uproar of the people, for 
had there been a disturbance. His enemies would then be able 
with some momentary appearance of truth, to charge Him with 
perverting the people, and making Himself a king. 

27 And Jesus saith unto them, All ye shall be 
offended because of Me this night : 

" Shall be offended," that is, shall stumble and fall. They were 
all at that moment trusting in themselves, and in their own strength; 
by a sad fall they were to learn their weakness, and that in man's 
weaknoBB it is that GI-oi)*s strength is made perfect. 
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for it is written, I will smite the Shepherd, and the 
sheep shall be scattered. 

This scattering, therefore, that is, their forsaking Him and 
fleeing, was the fall of which our Lobd spoke. 

When our holy Master spake these words, about five hundred 
years before, by His Prophet Zechariah, He said, " smite," that 
is, ** smite ye," or " ye shall smite ;" this expression He now changes 
into '^ I will smite," but the meaning may be considered the same. 
They indeed were to smite and slay Him, yet this was to be His 
own doing, also, for only by His permission could they approach 
to hurt Him, they took His life, but only because He laid it 
down. 

28 But after that I am risen, I will go before you 
into Galilee. 

29 But Peter said unto Him, Although all shall be 
offended, yet will not I. 

Alas, Peter! thy love betrays thee into an unseemly contradic- 
tion to thy most holy Master, because it is as yet but an earthly 
love ; moreover, thou art not stronger than thy brother Apostles, 
nor better able to resist temptation, why then, dost thou in this 
way presume over them P It may have been this very presump- 
tion which made thy fall to be so much sadder than theirs ; yea, 
made it needful for thee that thou shouldest fall. But weak as 
thou wast, I am far weaker: Blessed Sayiotjb, help and raise 
me, even as Thou didst raise Thine erring Apostle. 

30 And Jesus saith unto him. Verily I say unto 
thee, That this day, even in this night, before the cock 
crow twice, thou shalt deny Me thrice. 

31 But he spake the more vehemently. If I should 
die with Thee, I will not deny Thee in any wise. like- 
wise also said they all. 

32 And they came to a place which was named 
Gethsemane: and He saith to His disciples. Sit ye 
here, while I shall pray. 

The word " Gethsemane," means, ** the olive-press," the 1^^^%%^ 
that is, in which olives are crushed, m ot^^en \^aa^. *^^ ^^'eisSs* ^s^ 
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may run from them. It is, therefore, with a very touching signi- 
ficance that the E/cdeemer of the world begins His passion in 
G-ethsemane, is there being crushed, that we might be anointed 
with the oil of gladness. 

33 And He taketh with Him Peter, and James, and 
John, 

That is, He taketh them with Him into the garden, having lefb 
the others, perhaps, at the gate ; these three Apostles were, it may 
be remembered, the chosen witnesses of His glory on the holy 
mount ; and of His power when He raised the daughter of Jairus 
to life : now, they were witnesses of His agonized humiliation. 

and began to be sore amazed, and to be very heavy ; 

"Sore amazed" He was, as though the crushing weight had 
fairly overwhelmed Him ; as though the powers of His mind were 
partly lost — not that they were so in reality — in the terrible and 
terrifying sorrow ; as though even He had not realized what He 
was to endure. 

34 And saith unto them, My soul is exceeding sor- 
rowful unto death : 

That is, with a deadly sorrow : with a sorrow from which death 
might be expected to ensue. 

tarry ye here, and watch. 

35 And He went forward a little, and fell on the 
ground, and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour 
might pass from Him. 

This does not mean possible to Q-od's power, for there could be 
no question about that — but, " If it be possible to Thy justice, 
My Goj), if it be consistent with Thy will, O My Father." 

36 And He said, Abba, Father, all things are pos- 
sible unto Thee ; take away this cup from Me : never- 
theless not what I will, but what Thou wilt. 

As our Blessed Satiotjb was both G-od and Man, so there were 

in Him two wills ; the human will was not swallowed up and lost 

in the Divine. Here, then, it is as Man He says, " Not what I 

wj'H "foraa Qoj> His will was wholly one with the eternal Fatheb. 
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Abba, is in the Jews' language, what Eatheb is in ours. The 
LoBD Jesus as the One in Whom both Jew and Gentile are made 
one, and Who Himself alone bore the weight of all their sins, uses 
both words, it may be, as representing both. 

The Holt Spibit tells us that our Lobd was beard in this 
prayer, so very touching in its perfect resignation. This does not 
mean that the cup was taken away, but that after this it was no 
longer the same " cup of trembling." The '* Man, Chbist Jesus" 
was strengthened to drink it ; yea, to wring it out to the very 
dregs. 

37 And He cometh, and findeth them sleeping, and 
saith unto Peter, Simon, sleepest thou? couldest not 
thou watch one hour ? 

The Most Holy One seems here to be saying, " Simon, thou 
didst promise very much, but a little while ago, and I asked of 
thee but a very small thing, to watch for one hour, to watch with 
Me ; this I asked Who am thy Maker and thy Bedeemer, the Holy 
One of Israel : I asked it in the hour of My sore distress and an- 
guish, and dost thou answer by sleeping P Is this all thy love ? 
and is it to strength such as this, that thou art trusting ?" Alas, 
for S. Peter, he slept, and — he fell. 

38 Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into tempta- 
tion. 

That is, lest when ye have entered into temptation, for the 
trial is surely coming upon you, ye yield to it and fall away. 

The spirit truly is ready, but the flesh is weak. 

Very full of blessed comfort are these most considerate words. 
The will of the Apostles was good ; in their souls they loved their 
Master: the earthly tabernacle, however, was frail and weak, 
but the merciful One overlooks this, and makes excuse and allow- 
ance for them. They must, however, bear the consequences of 
having slept. As men sow, so will they reap. 

39 And again He went away, and prayed, and spake 
the same words. 

40 And when He returned^ He {om\!A nJw^xsjl ^xj^^rss^ 

«2 
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again, (for their eyes were heavy,) neither wist they 
what to answer Him. 

41 And He cometh the third time, and saith unto 
them. Sleep on now, and take your rest : 

Our blessed Bedeemer's meaning seems to be, '' So hx as watch- 
ing with Me, and praying with Me, is concerned, ye may sleep oo 
now ; the time for doing as I bade you, is past ;" and when He goes 
on to say, " it is enough," we may understand Him to say, '' I will 
say no more on this subject at present, there is no place for it 
now, other things are pressing." Such was Thy gentle, forbearing 

Satience with Thine own in their weakness, O ever patient, loving 
iaster ! 

it is enough, the hour is come ; 

The hour for which Thou didst come into the world, O Lobp 
Jesu ; the hour to which Thou hadst been looking, ever since 
Thou camest, yea, from the beginning, from creation, yea, even 
from all eternity ; the hour for which Thou didst long,* wherein 
was to be the terrible conflict, in which Thy heel was to be wounded, 
but Satan's head bruised, and those delivered, who, through fear 
of death, were all their lifetime subject to bondage. 

behold, the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of 
sinners. 

The meaning seems to be, into their hands, who will prove their 
sinful nature, its woefully deep, ingrained sinfulness, by the most 
heinous sin that ever was committed, crucifying the Lobd of glory. 

42 Rise up, let us go ; 

Let us go, that is, to meet the traitor. Then didst Thou prove 
Thyself the Good Shepherd, going before Thy sheep, going forth 
Thyself to lay down Thy life for them. 

lo, he that betray eth Me is at hand. 

43 And immediately, while He yet spake, cometh 
Judas, one of the twelve, and with him a great multi- 
tude with swords and staves, from the chief priests and 
the scribes and the elders. 

» S.Lukexu.bO. 
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44 And he that betrayed Him had given them a 
token, saying, Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is 
He ; take Him, and lead Him away safely. 

45 And as soon as He was come, he goeth straight- 
way to Him, and saith, Master, Master ; and kissed 
Him. 

Judas saith, *' Master, Master," it was probably from agitation, 
and conscious wickedness, that he repeated the word. The blessed 
Jesus remonstrates for one moment with the miserable man, 
(See S. Matt. xxvi. 50 ; S. Luke xxii. 48,) and then goes forward 
to the multitude, and works the strangely awful miracle, recorded 
by S. John xviii. 4 — 9. 

It was probably now about midnight. 

46 And they laid their hands on Him, and took 
Him. 

Oh, sad and terrible sight ! The Almighty Lobd led captive by 
His creatures, in their proud hatred of His goodness, and scorn 
and contempt for His love. Oh, sad, sad sight ! were it not, that 
He Himself had recorded it by His Spirit, who could bring him- 
self to believe it ? O Thou, Who didst suffer Thyself to be taken 
that we might be set at liberty ; Who didst suffer Thyself to be 
led away, that we might be led upwards : look upon us, we be- 
seech Thee, when Satan would forge chains of new sins for us, or 
rivet faster the old ones, and help us in Thy pity. 

47 And one of them that stood by drew a sword, 
and smote a servant of the high priest, and cut oflf his 
ear. 

'' And Jesus answered, and said, Suffer ye thus far, and He 
touched his ear and healed him." (S. Luke xxii. 51.) 

There is surely something very significant in this wounding of 
the high priest's servant. Had they not refused to listen to the 
words of the Blessed Jesus ? And now the ear of one is cut off, to 
teach us, it may be, that if we refuse to use the means He gives 
us, those very means will themselves be taken away. B it He re- 
stored the ear again ; so He, the merciful Healer of men, may one 
day again enable the dull, deaf ear to hear, and, hearing, to aad^^> 
stand. Now comes in what S. Matth^N^i xA^\ife%. V>'^^^^• Vl«— "b^^ 
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48 And Jesus answered and said unto them, Are 
ye come out, as against a thief, with swords and with 
staves to take Me ? 

49 I was daily with you in the Temple teaching, 
and ye took Me not : but the scriptures must be ful- 
filled. 

Nay, they could not have taken Thee, Jesu, my Master. 
Thine hour had not then come. Until Thou didst give Thyself 
up, they were powerless. But now the hour is come, and Thou 
wilt not allow the help of even one poor man ; Thou, Who couldst 
command eyen twelve legions of angels, and more. 

60 And they all forsook Him and fled. 

And so was fulfilled Thine own word, spoken this very night : 
" Ye shall he scattered every man to his own, and shall leave Me 
alone.'' And not this word only, but many prophecies spoken 
long before : as, ** Thou hast put away Mine acquaintance far from 
Me ;" and, " I looked for some to have pity on Me, but there was 
no man ;" and, " They of Mine acquaintance were afraid of Me, 

and they that did see Me without conveyed themselves from Me." 

* 

51 And there followed Him a certain young man, 
having a linen cloth cast about his naked body ; and 
the young men laid hold on him : 

52 And he left the linen cloth, and fled from them 
naked. 

This young man — some think that S. Mark is speaking of him- 
self, or of S. John, or of the son or servant of the owner of the 
garden — seems to have been aroused by the noise of the crowd as 
they left Qethsemane, or came again into the city, and to have 
come forth to ascertain the cause of it. 

53 And they led Jesus away to the High Priest: 
and with him were assembled all the Chief Priests and 
the elders and the Scribes. 

54 And Peter followed Him afar off*, even into the 
palace of the High Priest : 
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S. John tells us (xviii. 16) that it was he who brought his fel- 
low Apostle to the palace, little thinking the sore temptation that 
was to meet him there, and the sad fall. 

and he sat with the servants, and warmed himself at 
the fire. 

Now occurs the examination of which we read in S. John xviii. 
19—24. 

55 And the Chief Priests and all the council sought 
for witness against Jesus to put Him to death ; and 
found none. 

56 For many bare false witness against Him, 

Even as Thou hadst Thyself, O Jestjs, long before said, " False 
witnesses did rise up ; they laid to My charge things that I knew 
not." 

but their witness agreed not together. 

57 And there arose certain, and bare false witness 
against Him, saying, 

58 We heard Him say, I will destroy this temple 
that is made with hands, and within three days I will 
build another made without bands. 

This testimony was untrue in more ways than one. He had 
not said, " I will destroy," but " destroy," that is, " destroy 
ye," or **ye will destroy." Again, He had not used the words 
'' made with hands" at all ; moreover, what He had said was about 
His own body, and not the material temple at Jerusalem. If he 
is a false witness who puts upon words a meaning which they 
were not intended to bear, (as he surely is,) how utterly false were 
these, who not only did this, but also changed the words and 
added to them. 

But it is very wonderful surely, and a manifest token of GoD*s 
band, that of all His prophecies, this of His Resurrection should be 
the one brought forward only a few hours before His Crucifixion. 

59 But neither so did their witness agree together. 

Such was Thine innocency, most pure Master, such Th^ ^<^«c&f:^ 
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trath, even falsehood itself could invent nothing whereby it could 
be tarnished. Thy truth is indeed like the light of the sun, which 
shineth in the midst of all things however foul, and exposeth 
them, yet it is incapable of being stained by them, or of losing its 
own brightness. 

60 And the High Priest stood up in the midst, 

Per doubtless, he was now angry and impatient at being 
thwarted by the contradictions of the false witnesses. 

and asked Jesus, saying, Answerest Thou nothing? 
what is it which these witness against Thee ? 

61 But He held His peace, and answered nothing. 

But why indeed should thy prisoner answer, O High Priest, 
when thy witnesses were all proving themselves untrue, and that 
in thine own presence and before the whole council P 

And Thine awful silence. Blessed Jesus, was it not of this that 
Thy Spirit spake, saying, ''I held My tongue and spake nothing; 
I kept silence, yea, even from good words, but it was pain and 
grief to Me." And again: *' As for Me, I was like a deaf man 
and heard not, and as one that is dumb who doth not open his 
mouth. I became even as a man that heareth not, and in whose 
mouth are no reproofs. Eor in Thee, O Lobb, have I put my 
trust. Thou shalt answer for me, O Lobd my Q-od." But why 
did the Holy One thus keep silence? Simply in His love and 
pity, for He knew they would not attend to Him. 

Again the High Priest asked Him, and said unto Him, 
Art Thou the Christ, the Son of the Blessed ? 

62 And Jesus said, I am : and ye shall see the Son 
of Man sitting on the right hand of power and coming 
in the clouds of heaven. 

A full answer truly, blessed Master, didst Thou then vouchsafe 
to give ; yea, even in bonds, a Prisoner, in the hands of those who 
sought Thy life. Thou wert, as Thou now art, the King of Glory, 
O Cheist, Thou wert the everlasting Son of the Eatheb : and 
** we believe that Thou shalt come to be our Judge." 

It may however be asked. Why did the all-holy One give so full 
an answer to the High Priest on this occasion, when but a mo- 
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tnent before He declined to answer at all ? Partly because the High 
Priest had adjured Him " by the living Q-gd" (S. Matt. xxvi. 63) ; 
partly, no doubt, that His enemies might not afterwards have to 
say that He had kept them in ignorance of His Divine Nature : 
and partly, also, as a solemn and loving warning : ^' You think it 
incredible," He seems to say, '' that the apparently mean and hum- 
bled Man Who stands here as a miserable Prisoner, betrayed, and 
deserted, and lonely, can be the Anointed One, the Bon of the 
Blessed : but the truth is. His great and glorious coming, con- 
cerning which the Prophets speak, is to be hereafter : then you 
shall see Him in all that glory in which you expect the Messiah ; 
then you shall stand before Him to be judged even as He now 
stands before you. Beware, therefore, how you now act. 

63 Then the High Priest rent his clothes, 

This the wretched hypocrite did probably for effect, and that 
the council might be moved at once to condemn their Blessed 
Prisoner. It was an action expressly forbidden to the High Priest 
by God's law. (See Lev. xxi. 10.) 

and saith, What need we any further witnesses ? 

64 Ye have heard the blasphemy : what think ye ? 
And they all condemned Him to be guilty of death. 

Yet, ye infatuated men, in your blind malice ye are but carrying 
out His will. If He had not condemned Himself to death, the 
Just One for the unjust many, that He might bring us to God, 
He would not now have been in your hands. 

65 And some began to spit on Him, and to cover 
His face, and to buflfet Him, and to say unto Him, 
Prophesy : and the servants did strike Him with the 
palms of their hands. > 

More than seven hundred years before the Lobd Jbsus had 
declared that so it would be : ''I gave My back to the smiters, 
and My cheeks to them that plucked off the hair : I hid not My 
face from shame and spitting." Isa. 1. 6. 

66 And as Peter was beneath in the palace, there 
Cometh one of the maids of the High Pt\R.^ \ 
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" Beneath in the palace," that is, at the lower end of the room, 
probablj a large hall, in the upper part of which our Savioub 
was standing, surrounded by those who were ill treating Him. 

The "maid" was **the damsel who kept the door," by whom 
S. Peter had been admitted into the palace. 

&I And when she saw Peter warming himself, she 
looked upon him, and said, And thou also wast with 
Jesus of Nazareth. 

She looked lipon'him, trying it may be to remember where she 
had seen him before, and theh remembering it, she brings the 
charge against S. Peter ; and this charge, let it be observed, was 
one which might well strike fear into any heart : our Lobd was 
there, with His enemies all around Him, apparently without one 
single friend, apparently unable to help Himself, still less to help 
others : it was then a terrible trial to the Apostle's faith to be 
charged with being a follower of our Loed, while that Lobd'b 
enemies were hemming Him in ; and under this sore trial S. Peter 
failed. 

68 But he denied, saying, I know not, neither un- 
derstand I what thou sayest. And he went out into 
the porch ; and the cock crew. 

69 And a maid saw him again, and began to say to 
them that stood by, This is one of them. 

70 And he denied it again. And a little after, they 
that stood by said again to Peter, Surely thou art o'M 
of them : for thou art a Galilaean, and thy speech 
agreeth thereto. 

71 But he began to curse and to swear saying, I 
know not this Man of Whom ye speak. 

72 And the second time the cock crew. And Peter 
called to mind the word that Jesus said unto him, 
Before the cock crow twice, thou shalt deny Me thrice. 
And when he thought thereon, he wept. 

The Blessed Spibit would here teach us first, that S. Peter did 
not delay hia repentance ; that at once, when the remembrance of 
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his Master's words flashed on his mind, even though he was in 
Hhe presence of his enemies, that he wept : and secondly, that it 
was not a mere passing sorrow, for the word means he continued 
to weep. G-OD Almighty grant to me and to all who have sinned 
as S. Peter sinned, a repentance true and lasting as was S. Peter's, 
for His sake Whom we have denied, but Who lived, and died, and 
rose again to save us from our sins, and give us life, our Lobd and 
Mediator Jesus Chbist. 



CHAPTER XV. 

1 And straightway in the morning the chief priests 
held a consultation with the elders and scribes and 
the whole council, and bound Jesus, and carried Him 
away, and delivered Him to Pilate. 

This consultation on the morning of Good Friday seems to have 
been of a more public and formal character than that on the pre- 
ceding evening ; it was a meeting of the " whole council ;" and at 
it, after they had questioned our Lobd, as related by S. Luke 
(xxii. 66 — 70), they probably arranged the charge which they 
brought forward against Him before Pilate. 

They '^ bound Him," that is, with additional bonds, as one 
whom they adjudged to be worthy of death, for He had been 
bound before (see S. John xviii. 24), which makes more evident 
the unmanly character of the chief priests' servants, ill-treating 
One Whose hands were tied (chap. xiv. 65). 

2 And Pilate asked Him, Art Thou the King of the 
Jews ? 

For the accusation which they brought against Him was, " "We 
found this fellow perverting the nation, and forbidding to give 
tribute to CsBsar, saying, that He Himself is Chbist, a King." 

Observe the tone of contempt in Pilate's question, " Art Thou 
the King of this people whom we, Eomans, have conquered*^ 
whose governor I am, notwithstandm^ m^ X^^wi^^^-^^jcaj^^'^iK^'' 

o 
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heafchen ; this people, I saj, who cannot put one poor being, snch 
as Thou art, to death, without appealing to me ; it it of this people 
that Thou art King ?" 

And He aDSweriog said unto hioiy Thou sayest it. 

Thus did the Blessed Jesus assert that He was the King, even 
of that despided and humiliated people ; who, even then, were 
saying, as He had foretold, '' We will not have this Man to reign 
over us." But in His Divine wisdom He asserts the truth in 
such a way that neither the Jewish priests nor the Gentile ruler 
can cavil at it ; '' Thou sayest it, and I do not deny it." 

3 And the chief priests accused Him of many things : 

They knew the utter falseness of the charge which they had 
brought against Him (they had tried, let it be remembered, to 
get some foundation on which to build a charge ; see chap. xiv. 
55) ; they probably saw also that Pilate knew their falsehood, and 
despised both it and them ; but as they were bent on accomplish- 
ing His death, in which indeed the All-loving One was not going 
against them, (He had willed to die,) they now accuse Him or 
many things, it* so be, on some charge or other, they may move 
Pilate to condemn Him. And thus doing, they were fulfiUing 
Thy word, O our Saviotjb, for Thou hadst said long before, " They 
laid to My charge things that I knew not." 

but He answered nothing. 

*^ He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before 
his shearers is dumb, so opened He not His mouth." But we 
may reverently ask, Why did He not answer ? It may have been 
because when He answered the chief priests before, they had taken 
occasion, from His answer, to accuse Him of blasphemy — Ob, 
monstrous iniquity ! — and to condemn Him as guilty of death. 

4 And Pilate asked Him again, saying, Answerest 
Thou nothing ? behold how many things they witness 
against Thee. 

5 But Jesus yet answered nothing ; so that Pilate 
marvelled. 

As He answered not the chief priests, so He answered not the 



8. MABE XT. 6 — 10. 147 

governor ; and in truth there was no need to answer, since both 
the accusers and the judge knew Him to be guiltless. 

Pilate marvelled at Him ; that is, at the calm majesty of inno- 
cence which could so wholly trust His Eatheb'b care : he mar- 
velled at the calm courage which could set at nought the fierce 
malice of His accusers : he marvelled at the perfect self-restraint 
of One, Who, possessed of great wisdom, could utterly refute the 
accusations brought against Him, and yet in the immediate pros- 
pect of death could hold His peace. He knew not, O Blessed 
Master, that Thou hadst come to give Thy "life a ransom for 
many," and that now Thou wert giving it. 

Pilate now sends our Blessed Lord to Herod, as is recorded by 
S. Luke, (xxiii. 6 — 12,) and on His return, the Roman Governor 
bears this testimony to His innocence : *' I, having examined Him 
before you, have found no &ult in this Man touclung those things 
whereof ye accuse Him : no, nor yet Herod." 

6 Now at that feast he released unto them one 
prisoner, whomsoever they desu'ed. 

7 And there was one named Barabbas, which lay 
bound with them that had made insurrection with him, 
who had committed murder in the insurrection. 

8 And the multitude crying aloud began to desire 
him to do as he had ever done unto them. 

That is to say, to release a prisoner unto them. 

9 But Pilate answered them, sajring. Will ye that I 
release unto you the King of the Jews ? 

10 For he knew that the chief priests had delivered 
Him for envy. 

Pilate then was willing that the All-Holy One should be at 
liberty; nay, he even tries to set Him at liberty; he appeals 
to Qod's ancient people to receive Gob's Bon. It may be 
asked, Why should Pilate make this effort to set our Lobb 
free ? It was partly, no doubt, from a sense of justice, for though 
a Heathen, he knew what justice was, and what was due to the 
innocent : partly, it may have been, from pity for the poor help- 
less Man "Whose heart was wounded within Him," and Who 
was going hence like a shadow, Who waa thft qVs\<6^\» ^\ ^xbjS^ ^^xis^ 
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rancorous persecution : and partly, it may have been, £rom admi- 
ration for the calm, dignified courage which the Blessed Son of 
Mary had shown throughout these terrible scenes. 

But why then call Him the King of the Jews P the name which 
he knew would irritate the people ? unconsciously, he was bearing 
witness to our Lobd's innocence, for had our Lobd really tried to 
be an earthly Monarch, the Boman Governor would never have 
applied the name to Him, nor yet have sought His liberty ; but as 
he meant the title, it was probably the expression of his unutter- 
able contempt for the accusing chief priests. Alas for the priests, 
who by their sin against Chbist, their Q-gd, had lowered them- 
selves to be the objects* of contempt to an impious heathen. 

1 1 But the chief priests moved the people, that he 
should rather release Barabbas unto them. 

ISTo wonder, surely, that they who themselves were rebels to 
their God should choose one who had made insurrection against 
his earthly ruler, and refuse Him Who, by His blameless life, 
had condemned their sinful lives : no wonder that they who in 
heart were murderers, and presently would be murderers in very 
deed, should desire a murderer to be granted unto them, and kill 
the Prince of Life. And to this, to having Barabbas preferred 
before Thee, Thou didst submit, O most loving Satioub, O, all, 
and ever, loving One, in Thy unutterable humility: Thou didst 
submit to it for them who then rejected Thee : Thou didst submit 
to it for me who have often rejected Thee : but now spare me, 
my God, and pity me. 

12 And Pilate answered and said again unto them. 
What will ye then that I shall do unto Him Whom 
ye call the King of the Jews ? 

Observe the meaning and force of Pilate's question, which may 
be thus expressed : " If I do not release Him, what am I to do 
with Him r I find no fault in Him, Herod has found no fault in 
Him ; the chief priests indeed have delivered Him to me, but it is 
only out of envy, and on a manifestly false charge ; no one single 
witness has appeared with a true charge against Him ; what can I 
then do with Him P' 

J 3* And they cried out again, Crucify Him. 
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14 Then Pilate said unto them, Why, what evil 
hath He done ? 

Here, also, observe what seems the meaning of Pilate's words. 
He is, as it were, saying, ** Tell me, 1 do not say of anj great 
crime, of any thing worthy of death, which He hath done ; bat 
tell me of any evil, of any one single misdeed. You cannot. 
"Why, then, should I crucify Him ?" 

And they cried out the more exceedingly, Crucify Him. 

Thus, O most Blessed Master, was Thy word, which Thou hadst 
spoken long before, fulfilled. *^ Mine heritage is unto Me, as a 
lion in the forest ; it crieth out against Me." (Jer. xii. 8.) 

1 5 And so Pilate, willing to content the people, re- 
leased Barabbas unto them, and delivered Jesus, when 
he had scourged Him, to be crucified. 

Oh sad sight, the only One Who had done no sin ; the One 
Who is love, bleeding from the cruel scourging, which, doubtle^p, 
to Hira, was far more painful than it would have been to any of 
His creatures, even the most tender and delicate, because of th^ 
perfect nature of His sacred Flesh. 

But why did Pilate scourge Him ? Probably to move the peo- 
ple's pity, — or perhaps their scorn for the claim of such an One 
to be their £ing, — that so He might procure His release ; but 
even after the scourging, their cry against Him was still, " Cru- 
cify Himj" and the voices of them and of the chief priests 
prevailed. 

16 And the soldiers led Him away into the hall, 
called Praetorium; and they call together the whole 
band. 

17 And they clothed Him with purple, and platted 
a crown of thorns, and put it about His head, 

1 8 And began to salute Him, Hail, King of the Jews ! 

19 And they smote Him on the head with a reed, 
and did spit upon Him, and bowing their knees wor^ 
shipped Him. 

They " worshipped Him'* in mockery Q^ ^^s^ ^'ncco. H»^ "^^ ^^'^ 

o 2 
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Soir of Gop, concerning which the chief priests had spoken before 
the governor. (S. John xix. 7.) Or, it may have been in pre- 
tended homage to Him as a king, for, this it was which led them 
to dress Him in a robe of the royal colour, and to crown Him, 
and to put a sceptre in His hand, and to anoint Him as it were 
with their spittle. 

The reed with which He was smitten was not, as reeds are in 
this country, a light and hollow wand, but hard and solid : hence 
by it, as by a hammer, the thorns must have been driven into His 
head, and exquisite pain given. But oh. Blessed Master, Thou 
didst endure all for us ; Thy shame has taken away our shame, 
Thy bonds have made us free : by the thorny crown around Thy 
head we obtain the everlasting crown of glory, and by Thy wounds 
we are healed. 

l!^ow occurs what S. John relates xix. 14 — 16, and S. Matthew 
xxvii. 24—26. . 

20 And when they had mocked Him, they took oS 
the purple from Him, and put His own clothes on 
Him, and led Him out to crucify Him. 

And He bearing His Cross, as S. John tells, ''went forth.*' 
After awhile, when, as has been generally believed, the All-Holy 
One, worn out with sufferings, had fainted or fallen under the 
weight, they put it on another. 

21 And they compel one Simon a Cyrenian, who 
passed by, coming out of the country, the father of 
Alexander and Rufus, to bear His cross. 

22 And they bring Him unto the place Golgotha, 
which is, being interpreted, The place of a skull. 

It was probably the place where malefactors were put to death, 
and hence, from the bones left loathsomely lying about, it had its 
name. But to us, what place can be so sacred ? We are our- 
selves, the whole human race, as Golgotha. '' Our bones lie scat- 
tered before the pit, like as when one breaketh and heweth wood 
upon the earth ;" but for all that, and even in this Golgotha, 
" mine eyes look unto Thee, Loed God, in Thee is my trust : 
O cast not out my soul." 

Observe the word ** bring;" it is literally they "bear" or "sup- 
port*' Hiw, aa though^ even when the Cross was taken from off 
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Him, He were unable, from utter prostration, to move forward 
Himself. Yet there is no drawing back. " The good Shepherd 
giveth His life for the sheep." Oh, love amazing, and passing all 
understanding. 

23 And they gave Him to drink wine mingled with 
myrrh :^ 

It is not clear who gave this wine, or why it was given : the 
soldiers may have given it, to brace Him up for the agony of the 
Crucifixion ; or they may in pity have given it, or allowed some 
pitiful one to give it, in order that the sense and power of feeling 
might be deadened. 

But He received it not. 

24 And when they had crucified Him, they parted 
His garments, casting lots upon them, what every 
man should take. 

See Ps. zxii. 18, and S. John zix. 24. 

25 And it was the third hour, and they crucified 
Him. 

The manner of crucifying was this : the sufferer was stretched 
upon the cross, as it lay upon the ground, and he was nailed to it 
by his hands and feet ; the cross was then raised up, and planted 
firmly in a hole prepared for it. At this moment of exquisite 
torture when the cross was being set upright it was, that the 
LoBD Jesus is believejd to have said, " Fathee, forgive them, 
for they know not what they do." 

It was now nine o'clock in the morning, and from this hour 
until the evening began, at three o'clock, the All- Holy One hung 
upon the cross of shame, '* all the day long stretching forth His 
hands unto a disobedient and gainsaying people." 

26 And the superscription of His accusation was 
written over, THE KING OF THE JEWS. 

The cross, then, up to this time a reproach and a shame, became 
a throne, for the King of kings was resting upon it ; even as it 
was an altar, for the great High Priest was sacrificing upon it, 
the one only perfect sacrifice, the propitiation for the sins of the 
whole world,^ — even Himself, the Lamb of God. 
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27 And with Him they crucify two thieves ; the one 
on His right hand, and the other on His left. 

For these two malefactors, and for our Lobd's dealing with 
them, see S. Luke xxiii. 39 — 4:3. 

28 Aid the scripture was fulfilled, which saith, And 
He was numbered with the transgressors. 

The Scripture is Isa. liii. 12. He, Who alone had no sin, and 
in "Whose spirit there was no guile, — Who alone could say with 
perfect truth, " neither transgressed I at any time Thy command- 
ment," — He was reckoned amongst the transgressors, looked upon 
and treated as a sinner, that He might cleanse us from all sin. 
And O Eternal Lobd Jestjs, Man of sorrows and acquainted with 
grief, wounded for our transgressions and bruised for our ini- 
quities, cleanse Thou me and save me, me, Thy unworthy servant. 

29 And they that passed by railed on Him, wagging 
their heads and saying. Ah, Thou that destroyest the' 
temple, and buildest it in three days, 

30 Save Thyself, and come down from the cross. 

Nay, but, O foolish and sinful men, that He may save you, 
therefore He will not come down : ye are but asking Him to do 
that, which if He do, ye, and all, must perish everlastingly. 

31 Likewise also the chief priests mocking said 
among themselves with the scribes, He saved others ; 
Himself He cannot save. 

Even Thy works of mercy, O Jesu, were thus turned into a 
taunt : the very fact that Thou gavest sight to the blind, and 
didst cleanse the leper, and raise the dead, and cast out devils, 
these things with wonderful malice were turned against Thee; 
but "Thou continuest holy, O Thou worship of Israel;** very 
awful is this Thy divine patience, O Thou long-suffering God, 

32 Let Christ the King of Israel descend now 
from the cross, that we may see and believe. And 

^Aej^ that were crucified with Him reviled Him. 
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Bat, blessed be Qod, one of them repented, and with Him by 
"Whose grace he repented, entered that very day into Paradise. 

Now should be read what S. Luke records xxiii. 39 — 43, and 
then S. John xix. 25—27. 

33 And when the sixth hour was come, there was 
darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour. 

That was from noon until three o'clock ; even as He Who was 
then dying on the Cross had before said, " It shall come to pass in 
that day, that I will cause the sun to go down at noon, and I 
will darken the earth in the clear day." (Amos viii. 9.) " But," 
as He said again, " it shall come to pass that at evening time it 
shall be light : and it shall be in that day that living waters shall 
go out from Jerusalem." (Zech. xiv. 7, 8.) And this fearful dark- 
ness was not only most real in itself, but was a type of the state 
of their hearts who then were crucifying Chbist : they were in 
the darkness which they loved. 

34 And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud 
voice, saying, Eloi, Eloi, lama sabacthani ? which is, 
being interpreted, My God, My God, why hast Thou 
forsaken Me ? 

Sad indeed was the desolation with which Thy sacred humanity 
was then overwhelmed, our Redeemer ! Never was there sorrow 
like Thy sorrow, never will there be such sorrow ; for there never 
can be such an One to suffer sorrow. What the infinite sins of 
an almost infinite number of men, committed against an infinite 
Majesty, deserved for an infinite time, that didst Thou bear in 
the short time of Thy Passion, when Thou wast " smitten of God 
and afflicted ;" and by this Thine unknown sorrow, which from its 
very greatness we never can know, Lobp Jesus, have mercy 
upon us. 

35 And some of them that stood by, when they 
heard it, said, Behold, He calleth Elias. 

Thus even to the very end did these wretched men continue 
their mockery of Him Who loved them with an everlasting love,-T- 
of Him Who was lifted up, that He might draw theov ^csA. -^J^ 
men unto Him. 
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36 And one ran and filled a sponge full of vinegar, 
and put it on a reed, and gave Him to drink, saying, 
Let alone ; let us see whether Elias will come to take 
Him down. 

This vinegar was offered, as we learn from S. John, in answer 
to our Lord's cry, " I thirst." It was apparently in cruel mockery, 
but it was fulfilling the old prophecy, " When I was thirsty, they 
gave Me vinegar to drink." As soon as He received it, He said, 
** It," that is, all that was written of Me, all I purposed doing, 
*' is finished." 

37 And Jesus cried with a loud voice, and gave up 
the ghost. 

The words of the loud cry were, " Fatheb, into Thy hands I 
commend My spirit." 

We who are of the earth, and earthy, die with faint cry, or 
none at all : He Who is the Lord from heaven died with a loud 
voice : but then we are the subjects of death, He is death's Master. 
We die, when by His ordering death comes to us ; He died when 
He willed, and because He willed, and how He willed ; and by 
dying destroyed him that had the power of death, that is, the 
devil, and delivered them who, through fear of death, were all 
their lifetime subject to bondage. 

O sacred Head, surrounded 
By crown of piercing thorn ! 

bleeding Head, so wounded, 
Reviled and put to scorn ! 

Death's pallid hue comes o'er Thee, 

The glow of life decays. 
Yet Angel hosts adore Thee, 

And tremble as they gaze. 

1 see Thy strength and vigour 
All fading in the strife, 

And death with cruel rigour 

Bereaving Thee of life ; 
Oh, agony and dying ! 

Oh, love to sinners, free ! 
Jesu, all grace supplying, 

Oh, turn Thy Face on me ! 

In this Thy bitter Passion, 

Good Shepherd, think of me 
With Thy most sweet compassion, 

Unworthy thougVi 1 be \ 
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Beneath Thy Cross abiding 

For ever would I rest, 
In Thy dear love confiding, 

And with Thy presence Uest. 

" God the Father, Accepter of this Sacrifice ; God the 
Son, Priest and Victim in this Sacrifice ; O God the Spirit, 
Consecrator of this Sacrifice ; O one only Eternal Tedtitt, save 
us, and help us, we humbly beseech Thee, O Lord." 

38 And the veil of the temple was rent in twain 
from the top to the bottom. 

This veil was the curtain which hung in the Temple, separating 
the holy place from "the holiest of all," into which the High 
Priest alone entered, and not without blood. Its being torn at 
the dying of the Redeemer signified that now, through Him, the 
kingdom of heaven was opened to all believers. Now ** therefore 
we may enter into the holiest by the Blood of Jestjs, by a new 
and living way, which He hath consecrated for us, through the 
veil, that is to say, His flesh." Heb. x. 19, 20. 

39 And when the centurion, which stood over 
against Him, saw that He so cried out, 

That is, with such a loud voice, and with such a commending of 
His soul into His Father's hands. 

and gave up the ghost, 

That is, 80 gave it up ; so, of His own will, Himself laid down 
His life. 

he said. Truly This Man was the Son of God. 

"Whether this Gentile soldier really meant all that his words 
signify, we cannot tell ; but assuredly his words were perfect 
truth. This Man was the Sow of God, and God Himself, Eternal 
and Immortal ; and never from the moment of His conception, 
not even in dying, had the Divine nature departed from the 
human body, soul, or spirit. But this is a great mystery. Jesu, 
Master, dying, dead, and risen, increase our faith and love. 

40 There were also women looking on afax <5k^% 
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among whom was Mary Magdalene, and Mary the 
mother of James the less and c^ Joses, and Salome ; 

41 (Who also, when He was in Galilee, followed 
Him, and ministered onto Him;) and many other 
women which came up with Him unto Jerusalem. 

Now ocean what S. JTohn relmtea, xix. 31 — 37. 

42 And now when the even was come. 

The ^ first evemng,"" as it was called bj the Jews, which lasted 
firom three o'clock until six. 

because it was the preparation, that is, the day before 
the sabbath, 

43 Joseph of Arimathea, an honourable counsellor, 
which also waited for the kingdom of God, came, and 
went in boldly unto Pilate, and craved Uie body of 
Jesus. 

44 And Pilate marvelled if He were already dead : 
and calling unto, him the centurion, he asked him 
whether He had been any while dead. 

45 And when he knew it of the centurion, he gave 
the body to Joseph. 

46 And he bought fine linen, and took Him down 
and wrapped Him in the linen, and laid Him in a 
sepulchre which was hewn out of a rock, and rolled a 
stone unto the door of the sepulchre. 

The sepulchre was in a garden, near the place where the Lobd 
had been crucified : it was the tomb which Joseph had prepared 
for himself; and thus He, Who in life had not where to lay His 
head, in death found a resting-place for His Body in the sepulchre 
of another. What indeed could He have to do with a sepulchre, 
to Whom death did not properly belong, Whose seat was in 
heaven. Who was only in the grave three days ; not so much like 
one lying in death, as like one resting in a bed ? 
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47 And Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of 
Joses beheld where He was laid. -* 

Resting from His work to-day, 
In the tomb the Sa-yiour lay. 
Still He slept ; from head to feet 
Shrouded in the winding sheet, 
Lying in the rock alone, 
Hidden by the sealed stone. 

So with Thee, till life shall end, 
I would solemn yigil spend ; 
Let me hew Thee, Lord, a shrine 
In this rocky heart of mine. 
Where in pure embalmed cell 
None but Thou may ever dwell. 

Myrrh and spices will I bring,' 
True affection's offering ; 
Close the door from sight or sound 
Of the busy world around ; 
And in patient watch remain 
Till my Lord appear again. 



CHAPTER XVL 
1 And when the sabbath was past, 

That is, after six o'clock on Saturday evening : but in truth in 
another sense the sabbath was now past, for now that Chbist had 
died, and was resting from His work, the sabbath itself was to be 
done awaj. 

Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and 
Salome, had bought sweet spices, that they might 
come and anoint Him* 

For as it was with the Apostles, so was it with these good 
women ; *' as jet they knew not the scripture that He must rise 
again." They, however, are doing all they can to honour their 
LoBD ; they are spending their money for Him, and teAdskj^'s^^* 
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Bonal trouble, — though indeed it was no trouble to their lo?iiig 
hearts, but the contrary, — and He will not leave them unie* 
warded. 

Now occurs what S. Matthew relates, xxyiii. 2 — it. 

2 And very early in the morning, the first day of 
the week, they came unto the sepulchre at the rising 
of the sun. 

3 And they said among themselves, Who shall roll 
us away the stone from the door of the sepulchre ? 

4 And when they looked, they saw that the stone 
was rolled away : for it was very great. 

Eor the Angel of the Lobd descended from heaven, and came 
and rolled back the stone from the door ; not that the Lobd Jesus 
might come forth, for He had, before the descent of the Angel, 
gone through the sealed stone, — but that the women might 
enter in. 

5 And entering into the sepulchre, they saw a 
young man sitting on the right side, clothed in a long 
white garment ; and they were affrighted. 

6 And he saith unto them. Be not affrighted : Ye 
seek Jesus of Nazareth, Which was crucified : He is 
risen : He is not here : 

" He," that is. His Body, is not here : He was xiot there by any 
mere carnal presence. 

behold the place where they laid Him. 

See, the Angel means, with your own eyes : the sepulchre is 
empty. He has gone forth. He Who is Life is among the living. 

Yet even the lifeless stone is dear, 

For thoughts of Him Who late lay here. 

7 But go your way, tell His disciples and Peter that 
He goeth before you into Galilee : there shall ye $ee 
Him, as He said unto you. 

''And Peter:" most merciful, most considerate Master, to send 
^jbis jspecidl message to him who so late had thrice denied Thee^ 
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lest he should be swallowed up with over-much sorrow ; to assure 
him of Thy forgiveness and Thy love. Merciful art Thou and 
pitiful, long-suffering, and of tender compassion. 

Observe, our Lobd calls him by the name He had given him, 
"Peter," and not "Simon,** saying as it were to him, "Even after 
thy desertion of Me, and thy repeated denials, I have called thee 
by thy name ; thou art Mine." And verily there was then joy in 
the presence of the Angels of G-od over him who had repented. 

This message, it should also be observed, was sent to the dis- 
ciples generally, and not to the Apostles only ; and it is of the 
showing Himself in conformity with this promise that S. Matthew 
speaks (xxviii. 16 — 18), and also S. Paul (1 Cor. xv. 6). And it 
may have Jbeen in tender consideration for the weak faith of some 
of the disciples that our Eedeemer chose Galilee as the scene of 
this meeting ; for such a gathering might take place there without 
exciting the suspicion of the Boman rulers. 

8 And they went out quickly, and fled from the 
sepulchre ; for they trembled and were amazed : 

They trembled at the vision of Angels ; they were amazed and 
filled with joy (S. Matt, xxviii. 8) at the Besurrection. 

neither said they anything to any man ; for they were 
afraid. 

That is, they spake to no one except to the disciples. ^ 

9 Now when Jesus was risen early the first day of 
the week, He appeared first unto Mary Magdalene, 
out of whom He had cast seven devils. 

See S. John xx. 11 — 17. 

10 And she went and told them that had been with 
Him, as they mourned and wept. 

11 And they, when they had heard that He was 
alive, and had been seen of her, believed not. 

1 2 After that He appeared in another form unto two 
of them, as they walked, and went into the country. 

For a more full account of this appearance of the Eedeemer, 
see S. Luke xxiv. 13 — 85. 
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When it is said that our Lobb appeared in another form, we 
must understand, not that His actual bodily form was altered by 
His Besurrection, but that He veiled Himself as it were, so as 
not to be known by them. 

1 3 And they went and told it unto the residue : 
neither believed they them. 

That is, they did not fully believe ; they did not believe, as they 
afterwards did, with free and perfect faith. The day indeed was 
breaking, and the shadows were fleeing away from their souls ; 
but, nevertheless, it was with them as yet but the twilight of the 
great morning, not the fulness of the mid-day light. And surely 
it was in mercy to us Thy members, so slow to believe, mo unwill- 
ing to give our hearts to heavenly things, that Thou didst cause 
the slow growth of faith in Thy chosen Apostles to be recorded, 

loving LOBD j£STTS. 

14 Afterward He appeared unto the eleven as they 
sat at meat, and upbraided them with their unbelief 
and hardness of heart, because they believed not them 
which had seen Him after He was risen. 

Afterward here apparently means, after the two disciples had 
told the Apostles how they had seen the Lobd, and how He was 
made known unto them in the breaking of bread. And although 
on this d^asion S. Thomas was not present, yet the Apostles are 
called colleotively " the eleven,*' even as before the fall of Judas 
they were known as "the twelve." Concerning their state of 
mind, and that they did not yet believe, see S. Luke zxiv. 87, 38. 

15 And He said unto them, Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 

Before this our blessed Eedeemer had said, " Go not into the 
way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye 
not.** (8. Matt. x. 6.) But it was diflferent now : the Jews had 
refused Him ; the Comer-stone had been rejected of the builders; 
the kingdom of heaven was opened unto all believers. Hence- 
forth to every human being " the Spirit and the bride say, Come ; 
and let him that heareth say. Come ; and let him that is athirst. 
Come: and whosoever will, let him take the water pf life 



S. MARK XVI. 16—19. 161 

16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved ; 

He that with his heart believes what Gob hath bidden him be- 
lieve, that is, '^the faith once delivered to the saints," and in that 
faith is haptized, shall hy his baptism become My member, and in 
Me be in the way to be saved now ; and if he hold fast that faith, 
and bj the grace of God grow to the full stature of a perfect man 
in Chbist, he shall be finally saved in the great and terrible day. 

but he that believeth not shall be damned. 

Kothing is here said about baptism, because, if there be no 
belief, there will not be any desire for that sacrament. 

17 And these signs shall follow them that believe ; 
In My Name shall they cast out devils; they shall 
speak with new tongues ; 

18 They shall take up serpents; and if they drink 
any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them ; they shall 
lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover. 

Our blessed Mediator did not mean that the power of working 
miracles should always and for ever be given to Catholic Chris- 
tians. His meaning rather was, that while His Church was in 
her infancy, and miracles were necessary to lead men to faith, 
such miracles should be done in His Name, and by His members. 
This necessity has long ceased. Meanwhile, wouldst thou know, 
O Christian, whether thy belief in the Catholic faith is real and 
living ? Ask thy heart if it loves and obeys. 

19 So then, after the Lord had spoken unto them, 

That is, after He had on several occasions spoken unto them, 
during the forty days for which time He lingered here below. 

He was received up into heaven, and sat on the right 
band of God. 

In the place, that is, of the highest honour, and chiefest glory, 
and most perfect blessedness. Grant, we beseech Thee, most 
loving Savioue, God and Man, even Yit^t^ TckSsvxTi'Qro ^aX-^^^^fi^-^ 



1G2 8. MASK XTI« 20. 

like as we do belieTe Thee to luiTe aaoended into heaTen, — to have 
gone up on high bj Thine own power, and because Then didst 
will it for Thjself, so we bj Th j grace maj also in heart and mind 
follow Thee, and at last sit with Thee on Thj throne, where with 
the Fathjis and the Holt Ghost Then livest and reignest. 

20 And they went forth, and preached every where, 
the Lord working with them, and confirming the word 
with signs following. Amen. 

Thej went forth, but not immediately : they tarried awhile in 
Jemsidem until they were endued with power from on higlu (S. 
Luke xxiT. 49.) 

^ Thou art gone up on high. Thou hast led o^rtiyity captive, 
and receiTed gifts for men ; yea, even for Thine enemies, that the 
Lord God might dwell among them. Praised be the Lord dailj ; 
eren the GtoD Who helpeth us, and poureth His benefits upon 
us." Ps. IxTiii 18, 19. 



Thajtks be oirrar to Thke, O God. 



JOgEFB MABTEss ASJ> CO., PKDnoa, hjjasB^kxa. vraxss. 
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